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Reports from:

From DASLS President and Committee
I expect that this year, in
many ways, is no different
from any other but I have a
sense that there has been a
huge amount of activity
within the Society during
the past 12 months.
Following the AGM in April
2015 we have focussed on
implementation of the clear
objectives that the Society
had agreed upon in the light
of the comprehensive review
undertaken. These remain:



To support and protect
the character, status and
interest of the legal
profession.



To advertise and
promote the skills and
services of solicitors
generally, and Members of
this Society in particular.



To promote and
facilitate legal education.



To provide a recruitment
service.



To provide a platform to
encourage and promote the
social interaction of the
Members with each other.



To assist Members with
complaints and conciliation.



To represent the views
of the Members and lobby on
their behalf.



To collate and assist
with the provision of practice
management information.

have liaised with the other
local law societies through

To provide support to
individual Members in times
of need.

In the meantime, we have
provided considerable
support and presence at the
Legal Sunday Service in
Exeter Cathedral; held the
Magna Carta lecture to
highlight the importance of
law in society; we have
attended the Houses of
Parliament to address Peers
and MPs alike on the
problems facing the legal
profession, and the impact of
changes in Devon and
Somerset in particular, which
was well received. We have
hosted the SRA to discuss
the challenges with which
we are faced and the
proposed changes to future
regulation. We have hosted
foreign lawyers and also
attended their events
overseas and, closer to home,
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To that end, we have
identified a marketing
agency, Wall to Wall
Sunshine, to advise and
assist with the effective
dissemination of news and
information on behalf of the
Society for both our
members and the public
whom we look to serve. The
effects of this should become
apparent as time goes on.

 President &

 Education &
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Training
 In-House
Lawyers’ Group

 NonWill Michelmore, President

the Association of South
Western Law Societies. As
will be seen from subsequent
reports, the Sub-Committees
have also continued their
sterling work in responding
to consultation documents on
behalf of the local legal
profession, some of which
have been adopted
nationally. It has been very
pleasing to see the respect
with which this Society is
accorded from others within
the legal profession outside
of our region. We have held
a number of meetings with
representatives of Exeter
University to provide closer
links between our respective
interests. The work of
Professor James Devenney in
this regard has been greatly
appreciated and I think in the
fullness of time will bring
benefit to both the local legal
community and the law
students themselves.
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From DASLS President and Committee continued
Many other aspects of the Society have
continued with "business as usual".
The full education programme,
recruitment service, provision of
management information and provision
of assistance to members with need of
help with complaints or conciliation
continue unabated. Formal
representation of the Society at other
professional dinners and meetings also
continues as you might expect.

year the DASLS Challenge Cup has
been contested has hotly as ever, we
have enjoyed the Taunton dinner and,
at time of writing, much look forward
to the Annual Dinner to be held at
Sandy Park in Exeter where we look for
a record turnout. The help and support
from DC Media with this event has
been greatly appreciated, as has the
time given by our esteemed judging
panel.

Finally, we have endeavoured to
maintain the social opportunities which
enable our members to meet each other
away from the workplace. In my
contact with other professions it has
struck me that there appears to be a
more natural willingness to get together
and enjoy each other's company. While
there is no doubt much to recommend
our naturally competitive spirit, to do so
within the remit of the profession,
which is so well respected, is an aspect
that we should not lose sight of! This

It has been a great honour to serve as
President of the Devon and Somerset
Law Society and I am very grateful to
all for giving me the opportunity to do
so. In turn, may I thank all those who
have worked so hard behind the scenes
on both the main Committee and SubCommittees of the Society without
whose work and commitment we could
not be nearly as effective or respected
as an organisation. Last but not least,
my huge thanks to Tony Steiner,

Monique Bertoni and Hetty Rizman for
running such a seamless office on Pynes
Hill. Together with our Honorary
Secretary, Chris Hart, and Honorary
Treasurer, Richard Adams, they
effectively attend to all demands and
requests they receive with considerable
enthusiasm and cheerful humour
throughout the year.
I am delighted to be able to welcome
Mark Roome as my successor and know
that he will continue to help guide and
represent the Society with the
considerable enthusiasm that he has
shown to date. I hope he has a
rewarding and enjoyable year as
President.
Will Michelmore
President 2015-2016
will.michelmore@michelmores.com

From the Mediation Sub-Committee

Kathy Trist
Chair, Mediation
Sub-Committee

The Mediation SubCommittee is
continuing to
actively promote
mediation
generally, by giving
talks where invited
to advise on the
merits of mediation
which in turn also
promotes the Panel.

k.trist@dunnandbaker.co.uk

In the year to April 2014, the Panel
undertook 3 mediations; in 2015 that
figure had doubled and to April 2016 the
Panel has at the time of preparing this
report undertaken 4 mediations. I
personally know of two more that are
heading for mediation using the Panel.
I would hope that this will continue to
grow through our promotional work.
Panel members also prepare articles for
both the DASLS Newsletters and the
wider local press. It is envisaged that the
Panel will continue to grow with more of
the members who have qualified as civil
mediators wanting to join us. This,
together with the work done both

collectively and individually by members
of the Panel and Sub-Committee in
reminding the members, proves that there
is a local affordable, alternative, available
service for them to use. We have a
LinkedIn page used to promote the
services of the Panel and mediation
generally.
It is hoped that
the Mediation
Panel will
DASLS has a
benefit from the
panel of
publicity drive
experienced
instigated to
mediators
raise awareness
trained in time
of DASLS and
limited mediation what we do for
… and all for a
the local
professional
very reasonable
community we
fee.
serve.
Members of the Sub-Committee were also
invited to Exeter County Court to meet
with the District Judges as the local
District Judges wished the Mediation
Panel to provide a regular Small Claims
Mediation service (as had previously been
provided at Court) as the Small Claims

Mediation Service is not, as far as our
local District Judges are concerned,
working. It is hoped that as Exeter
County Court has been allocated funding
for the Personal Service Unit that they
will also be able to secure funding from
government to be able to provide a Small
Claims Mediation service run by the
Panel.
There are still decisions being made,
particularly in PI cases, where adverse
costs decisions have been made against
those refusing to mediate – hopefully this
will assist in encouraging all litigators to
consider mediation as a real alternative.
Our annual mediation training day was
held on 10 March.
I would urge again, for all Committee
Members to remind their respective firms
and in particular, their Litigation
Departments, that their local Law
Society have a Panel of experienced
mediators trained in time limited
mediation wanting to assist them and
their clients in finding resolution and all
for a very reasonable fee.

http://www.dasls.com/mediation
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From the Practice Management Sub-Committee
It has been another busy year for the
Practice Management Sub-Committee
which welcomed a number of new
members during the course of the year
and continued to co-opt Trevor
Hellawell and Matthew Still into its
ranks both making valuable
contributions towards the work of the
Sub-Committee.

submitting our response and doing so
within the tight time frame imposed by
the SRA.

delegates who heard from Catherine
Dixon, Chief Executive of The Law
Society who spoke at length about The
Law Society Strategy which had been
launched just days before the
Conference. The Conference also heard
from Jane Malcolm, Communications
Director at the SRA. On a more
practical level Stephen Gold spoke
about business strategy and Robert
Mowbray focused on time recording
and billing.

The Sub-Committee also took an active
involvement in The Law Society’s
vision for the future in its ‘2020
Review’. The Sub-Committee hosted a
round table meeting with the then Vice
President of The Law Society
The year got underway
and spoke openly about the
with the Risk and
challenges and opportunities
Compliance Conference
that it felt the profession
which took place in
faced. On a different note and
The Sub-Committee continued to run its
March. The Conference
perhaps ensuring a sense of
annual interfirm comparison surveys.
was well attended and
balance the Sub-Committee also
On a slightly disappointing note the
attracted a wide range of
hosted a meeting with
number of returns was down on
speakers. The Risk and
representatives from the LSB
previous years and I would encourage
Compliance
who were seeking
member firms to take time to contribute
Adrian Richards
Conference is now
feedback on their
to these surveys the finding of which
firmly established as a Chair, Practice Management
proposals for the
will be shared with all participants.
regular fixture with the ARichards@trowers.com
future regulation of
third Conference held
the profession.
So all in all a busy year and 2016 is
on 2 March 2016 and is a 'must attend'
shaping up to be more of the same. My
event for all Risk Managers.
The year culminated with the annual
thanks as ever to my Sub-Committee
Practice Management Conference
members and to all those speakers that
During the year the Sub-Committee
which was held in November. The
attended our conferences and training
members continued to play an active
conference was attended by 71
programmes during the year.
role in responding to a number of SRA
Consultations. The SRA’s consultation
paper – ‘Improving Regulation’
During the year the Sub-Committee members continued to play an
required a considerable amount of
active role in responding to a number of SRA Consultations.
thought and time and I am grateful to all
those involved in compiling and

SBA The Solicitors’ Charity Report
The total number of beneficiaries in our
area helped by the SBA in 2015 was 15.
Of these 2 applications were from
Somerset, 2 from Cornwall and 11 from
Devon. Of these beneficiaries 2 were
widowed pensioners, 8 were single adults
of working age, 4 were couples and 1 was
a lone parent. The total awards authorised
were £104,694, of which £31,650 were by
grant and £73,044 by secured loan.
The secured loan means that money is lent
to beneficiaries who have some equity in
their homes and in turn this means the
money will be recovered and then
recycled to other Applicants. The amount
provided by secured loan in 2015 was
higher than usual, due to some larger
awards being made to individuals with
life-limiting illness.

Over the Country as a whole there have
been less applications this year and last
and so the fact that the number of
Applicants have increased in our area
means that we are possibly more in
contact than others with people requiring
assistance.
In these economic times the
SBA has had to re-examine
its policy and some of the
more generous allowances
of the past have been
reduced so the Charity has
the funds to cope with a
forecast of increasing need.
Following my report last year on the
modernisation of structures, then this
appears to have worked well with 4 main

Board Meetings throughout the year on
issues of compliance and the running of
the Charity. Applicants are now reviewed
at the monthly Beneficiary Assistance
Committee Meetings where their cases are
discussed in more detail and a consistent
policy is applied throughout.
We are on the look out for potential
applicants and I intend to contact some
senior partners in the near future to review
how we could work together to ensure
that no solicitor in our area is overlooked.
Otherwise if you do know of anyone
please let me know so I can follow the
issue up. Remember, people very often
are reticent about making a claim but that
is what the SBA is there for.
I am pleased to say that I am now working
with Rebecca Parkman (a past President
of the Society) who joined as Area
Representative for Somerset.
Jeremy Lee, SBA Trustee
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From the Education & Training Sub-Committee
The role of the Education & Training
Sub-Committee is:
 to provide input on the content of the
future training programme;
 to monitor the success (or otherwise)
of courses that have been run by the
Society;
 to respond to consultations regarding
education & training as may arise
from time to time;
 to keep members advised of changes
to training requirements when they
arise and arrange briefings and
practical advice when required;
 to consider such other matters
regarding education and training as
may be referred to them by the main
Committee from time to time.
As in previous years the Society has
been able to deliver a training
programme of which it can be proud.
Over 90% of those attending have said
that the event was Good or Very Good,
again significantly exceeding our target
of over 75%. We continue to provide a 3
for 2 offer for most of our courses.
In 2015 the Society arranged 61 training
events covering a broad range of
substantive law topics. We have also

provided several events for support staff
and paralegals as well as a number of
‘in-house’ events for individual firms.
Attendance has been strong with an
average of around 26 delegates
attending each seminar; our target is 25.

partnership of the Universities of Law
and Exeter. DASLS is pleased to have a
continuing association with our local
academic institutions and it is my hope
that this will deliver further benefits for
our membership.

The continuing education landscape is
changing and the requirement for
solicitors to complete 16 hours of CPD
each year will be replaced by a
competency framework in October
2016. We hosted an event in 2015 with
an SRA speaker explaining the new
regime and we intend to do something
similar later in 2016. Naturally we will
continue to support members achieve
their training needs with a quality
programme and will be looking for
ways in which we can add value to each
event.

I am grateful for the support given to
me by all the members of the Education
& Training Sub-Committee. They are
the lifeblood of the training programme
and their input ensures that the courses
we offer remain relevant to current
developments. If however you see a
gap in the programme or identify a
speaker that we should be inviting to
the area please let me know – we are
always on the lookout for new
ideas. Better still, if Training &
Education is of interest why not join the
Sub-Committee?

We have also had a presentation for
members about the new apprenticeships
schemes and will look for ways in
which we can support firms and
apprentices.

Finally, thank you
for continuing to
support DASLS
training events.

The current academic year has seen a
return of professional training for
aspiring solicitors in Exeter through a

Tony Steiner
DASLS Executive Director and Acting
Chair, Education & Training SubCommittee
tony@dasls.com

From the In-House Lawyers’ Group
Following
feedback from
previous
conferences, the
DASLS In-House
Lawyers’ Group
increased its
activity in 2015,
holding two
events.
Claire Turner
Chair, In-House Lawyers’ Group
c.e.turner@exeter.ac.uk

The first was a half day training session
from Paul Gilbert of LBC Wise Counsel
on the topic of “Succeeding in-house:
managing your client and proving your
value” , held on 22 October. A
departure from previous conference
themes, the event focussed on the soft
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skills needed by In-house lawyers and
received excellent feedback and a very
strong attendance.
Our second event was hosted by
Ashfords and was a talk by Tracey
Calvert: “Compliance Briefing for
In-House Lawyers” . Again, this
informative event was well attended
and considered very relevant by
participants. We aim to hold at least
two events in 2016, the first being a
“Mediation for In-House Lawyers
Briefing” in conjunction with the
DASLS Mediation Sub-Committee,
scheduled for 9 March.
In-house lawyers are increasingly
being recognised as an important
and growing sector of the legal
profession.

In-house lawyers are increasingly being
recognised as an important and growing
sector of the legal profession. In
October 2015, several members of the
Sub-Committee met with Law Society
Deputy Vice President Joe Egan to
discuss issues facing In-house
practitioners and the work of the Group.
We hope to encourage the newly
launched national Law Society In-house
Division to engage with us here in the
South-West.
I will be standing down as Chair of the
In-House Lawyers’ Group at the AGM,
but very much hope that the Group will
continue to provide a valuable contact
point for In-house lawyers from a
diverse range of local organisations.
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From the Non-Contentious Business Sub-Committee
Since my last report, the SubCommittee has met three times.
Attendance from our Sub-Committee
membership of twelve has been good,
and I think demonstrates the benefits
of exchanging information, and the
quality of the speakers we attract.
Our meetings are fairly informal and
all views are welcome. I am grateful
to all members for their attendance,
contributions and hard work, and also
to those speakers who give up their
time freely.
Graham Gover, Planning Solicitor in
Exeter, gave a planning update to our
meeting on 25 March 2015 to discuss
the Government’s recent changes for
planning permission relating to
agricultural and disused buildings.
On 3 June, we welcomed back Tim
Swallow, Team Leader Wales & West,
Statutory Valuations Team, Valuation
Office Agency, who specialises in
advising HMRC on Agricultural
Property Relief claims, and who
offered some personal views of the
workings of the Valuation Office. By
popular demand, Luisa Nicholson,
Assistant Coroner for Exeter and
Greater Devon and sole practitioner in
Brixham, spoke to us again on 14
October 2015 about her work and that
of the Coroner’s Office.
From the Land Registry, Jamie Winch,
Policy & Stakeholder Engagement
Manager for Local Land Charges,
explained the progress in the Land
Registry takeover of all local
authorities’ Local Land Charges
functions following the grant of legal
authority for it to do so. The project is
one of the biggest undertaken by the
Land Registry. A presentation by the
Land Registry, open to all DASLS
members and members of
neighbouring local Law Societies was
arranged to take place at Exeter
Racecourse on 9 March 2016.

Members continue to monitor and
discuss non-solicitor competition in
particular in the areas of Will Writing
and Probate work, and taking steps to
ensure as far as possible that our
members are not at a competitive

Practitioners (STEP), albeit our
objections were arrived at
independently. HMRC appear to have
shelved the proposal at least for the
time being.

Our meetings are fairly informal and each is encouraged to contribute.
I am grateful to all members for their attendance, contributions and
hard work, and also to those speakers who give up their time freely.

disadvantage. Initiatives by Chancery
Lane are discussed and reviewed.
Members were not surprised at the low
take-up of the Wills and Inheritance
Quality Scheme (WIQS) promoted by
Chancery Lane, given that this imposes
extra burdens on the profession with no
apparent competitive advantage. WIQS
take up has to date only had 180 firms
in the scheme nationally, this figure
includes 10 firms in the DASLS area.
However, the abandonment of The Law
Society sponsored conveyancing portal,
Veyo, on 3 December last year, came as
a surprise. DASLS had supported the
initiative by organising a presentation to
DASLS members by Veyo on 3 June
2015, attended by the (now) Law
Society President, Jonathan Smithers.
The reason given for the abandonment
of the initiative appeared to be on
commercial grounds relating to
changing market conditions.
We respond where possible to the most
important Government consultations
relating to areas of property and private
client law. We responded in September
2015 to Government proposals to
restrict or suspend Deeds of Variation
for tax purposes, which allows
inheritance tax and capital gains tax to
be saved if an estate is redirected within
two years of a death. Our reasons
against any restriction were echoed by
the Society of Trust and Estate

On the property side, we reviewed the
new enquiries form CPSE7, produced
by the British Property Federation
dealing with smaller scale enquiries for
commercial property transactions.
We would welcome any comments
members may have on either this new
form or other matters for us to review.
It remains for me once again to thank
all Sub-Committee members and
observers and our speakers. I would
like to invite all DASLS members to
raise any concerns or questions via
Monique at DASLS office, and we will
try and answer them. If any private
client and property members of
DASLS would like to observe the
workings of our Sub-Committee, all
will be welcomed.

Steven Came
Chair, Non-Contentious Business

s.came@dunnandbaker.co.uk

Non-Contentious Practitioners are encouraged to visit the resource area of
DASLS website for matters and updates of interest to them.
http://www.dasls.com/resources
2016 Annual General Meeting Reports and Documentation
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From the International Relations Sub-Committee
2015 was a busy year for the Society
and the International Relations SubCommittee with the Magna Carta
Celebrations which took place in June
2015. As ever, our international
contacts provided welcome support for
this weekend, which commenced on
Friday 12th through to Sunday 14th June
2015, and culminated in the Sunday
Legal Service at Exeter Cathedral.
Thank you to all of the people involved
in making this weekend a great success.

Shubby Osoba (former trainee solicitor
at Porter Dodson) joined the DASLS
delegation as the Devon & Somerset
Junior Lawyers’ Division
representative. You can read his report
published in DASLS Newsletter of July
2015 http://www.dasls.com/newsletters

In terms of our rolling international
diary, the President and Vice President
have done a sterling job of attending
our various host bars events throughout
the year.

We are pleased to confirm that we have
formally welcomed the Bilbao Bar
Association into our twinning
arrangements with Leuven, Rennes,
Erlangen, Gdańsk and Verona. DASLS
has been involved with Bilbao for many
years through its involvement with the
FBE, and we are pleased to put our
relationship onto this formal footing.

Bilbao was the host of this year's
Federation of European Bars (FBE)
General Congress in May 2015.

Finally, I have decided to step down as
Chair of the IRSC, but shall remain an
active committee member. Thank you
to everyone who has supported me in
this role over the last couple of years.

Later on in the year, Krakow was the
venue of the FBE's Intermediate
Meeting. The President, Rod Mole and
Emma Mitcham attended.

Lucie Hadwick
Chair, International Relations
lucie.hadwick@bonddickinson.com

From the Honorary Treasurer
When you draw a
graph or a bar chart,
work out what it is
you're trying to say,
and then pay close
attention to the scale.
This is my wise, after-the-event
aphorism for you this year, one you'll
see I signally failed to follow when
publishing the chart of our pre-tax
profit over the last few years with
your papers.
Every cloud, however... perhaps you'll
agree that, given the choice between me
making £30,000 profit from you or
£3,000, on balance you'd probably
prefer the lower figure.
In the money-generating department, I
suggest that all we now need to do, as
our reserves reach the magic £500,000
figure (and remember that this includes
an improved, depreciated office, so the
actual figure is a little higher) is cover
the expenses, and we've done that this
year with a whisker to spare.
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We have then been able to allocate a
sum to our joint project with Wall to
Wall Sunshine, to develop our profile
with both our members and the public.
A quick summary of the year. Turnover
and gross down a bit, largely due to a
quieter year for recruitment. Nothing
DASLS can realistically do about that.
Admin expenses up £12k, which
includes writing off the last chunk of
value of our old photocopier, now
replaced, and also our first payment to
Wall To Wall Sunshine, whose work
has already begun.

also the £4k+ increase in subscription
income, the latter the result of our
having introduced a corporate
subscription rate for some of the
region's larger firms, and the former
the result of your loyal and increasing
support of our courses, for which many
thanks to you all.
Just a short report this year; next year
beckons with lots of fresh challenges,
an Awards dinner, and high hurdles
being set for us by Wall to Wall
Sunshine (whose fees, may I remind
you, will mean that next year we reckon
we will show a modest annual deficit.

We have then been able to allocate a sum to our joint project with
Wall to Wall Sunshine, to develop our profile with both our
members and the public.

Otherwise, a year of business as usual,
a financially calm year which,
surprisingly, turned out fairly close to
the predictions that we'd made as the
year began. And I should of course
highlight the £8k increase in course
income compared to the prior year, and

STOP PRESS – we think we have
succeeded in recruiting our 4th member
of staff. Excellent news.
Richard Adams
Honorary Treasurer
RichardA@crosse.co.uk
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From the Social Sub-Committee
I cannot believe that another year has
already passed and I am writing this
report. The Social Sub-Committee has
had a great 2015-2016 and I firstly want
to thank everybody on the SubCommittee for taking the time to help
with organising the events that have
taken place over the last year, and of
course the ever valuable assistance from
Hetty and Tony at DASLS office.
We had another excellent year for the
Challenge Cup with more and more
firms joining in to compete for the title.
I am so pleased to know that you all
genuinely enjoy the events and I am so
grateful for your attendance as without
you all we would not have the Cup. It is
great to see firms taking part that have
maybe not done so in previous years,
and I truly appreciate those that have
followed the Cup since before my time
as Chair.
As the Cup worked so well last year we
decided, why try and fix something that
isn’t broken? So, we held the same
events this year being Skittles, Pitch
and Putt, Archery, Five-a-side Football,
Ten Pin Bowling, and the Quiz. I have

The quiz was a very interesting
evening. We all know that the main
competition every year is Gilbert
Stephens who seem to know
everything! But, things were spiced up
this year with a very strong team from
Trowers & Hamlins. There was nothing
in it between the two teams at half time.
But then Trowers had an incredibly
strong round 8, obtaining 9 out of 10
points, with Gilbert Stephens only 2.
By then it was too late for Gilbert
Stephens to come back and Trowers
came out victorious. I am sure that
Gilbert Stephens will be ready and
waiting for them next year!
But, who was the winner of the Cup
you ask? This team attended every
event and were determined to win by
going for gold in every event – and
remember, even for just turning up you
are awarded a point, so why not! The
worthy winners of the Cup this year
were Wollen Michelmore.
Congratulations to you and I look
forward to presenting you with the Cup
at the DASLS Dinner and Awards
Ceremony at Sandy Park on 3rd March.

We had another excellent year for the Challenge Cup with more
and more firms joining in to compete for the title.

to say that my favourite event is the ten
pin bowling. The evening is always
competitive, but also lots of fun. Tozers
have now won the event two years
running, which is as long as this event
has been going! They are an extremely
strong team and I think it will take a lot
to beat them – who is up for the
challenge?!

Final Challenge Cup

I must mention as well about the
DASLS v JLD Rounders match that
took place in the summer. This is the
second year we have run the event in
conjunction with JLD, and it is a great
evening with a BBQ to round off the
fun. I am very pleased to report that
DASLS managed to hold the title as
rounders champions. No doubt JLD will

Sam Thompson
Chair, Social
samthompson@wbw.co.uk

want to change that this summer so
bring it on! What we would like to do is
work more closely with JLD this year
as they have various events in the
pipeline which we feel members of
DASLS would be interested in taking
part in so watch this space.
I also want to say a big thank you to all
of those who took part in the Somerset
Quiz. It is an event that we want to
continue for the area and we are
therefore very grateful for the support
and we look forward to seeing even
more of you there in the next year.
A big congratulations to the winners
of the quiz, Ashfords. We do want to
have more events taking place in the
Somerset area so we would love to hear
from anyone who practises there to see
if there is any interest in particular
events and the best venues to use.
I will be continuing as Chair for 20162017 so I look forward to seeing you all
for round 1 of the Cup, Skittles. A flyer
detailing the information can be found
on DASLS website. In the meantime if
you are interested in becoming a
member of the Sub-Committee please
do not hesitate to contact me.

Place

Team Name

Points scored

1

Wollen Michelmore

18

2

Michelmores

12

3

Tozers, Foot Anstey, Gilbert Stephens

11

4

Beers

10

5

Trowers & Hamlins inc. Stones

8

6

Kennedys, Scott Rowe

6

7

Ashfords

3

8

OTB Eveling

2

9

Crosse & Crosse, Ford Simey, DASLS
Mediation Sub-Committee, Rundle
Walker, Kitsons, Stephens Scown

1
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From the Contentious Business Sub-Committee
paraphrase one member’s lament),
“overwhelming weariness in
responding to numerous
consultations with very little
effect….”.

Andrew Harris
Chair, Contentious Business
arh@vplaw.co.uk

Practitioners working in the
contentious business arena will
need no reminder of the constant
barrage of challenges facing our
profession during the last year. The
list seems endless, but Legal Aid,
Criminal contracting, Court
closure, freezes on guideline rates,
fixed fees, reduced court staff, and
(fundamentally) the ability to make
a living, all greatly exercised one’s
mind.
CBSC meetings enable members to
share, inform, debate and then work
on behalf of the wider membership
by feeding back to The Law
Society itself, by attending Court
Users’ Group meetings and of
course participating in MOJ
consultations despite, (to

CBSC members represented
DASLS at all Exeter Plymouth and
Torbay Criminal, Family, LIP and
Civil Court Users’ groups though
were unaware of any Somerset
equivalents. Disappointingly
Exeter’s last Civil Users meeting
was adjourned “due to significant
discussions taking place at national
level in respect of the reform of
HMCTS and the interim report
from Lord Justice Briggs tasked to
review the civil justice court
structure….” .

contentious business practice,
meaning the role of the CBSC will
be increasingly relevant. I urge all
DASLS members with an interest
in this specialism, to help this SubCommittee’s work. Step forward
and you will also gain better insight
into the issues and opportunities
facing colleagues who work in
different areas to your own.
As CBSC Chair I have been
privileged to witness the work of
DASLS main Committee first hand.
I attest to the commitment,
enthusiasm and skills they all
deploy on your behalf, and which
are matched by the staff at Aston
Court.

... the role of the CBSC will be increasingly relevant. I urge all
DASLS members with an interest in this specialism to help this
Sub-Committee’s work.

Users’ Group meetings help not
just lawyers but all representative
organisations using the courts so
we would have encouraged more
interaction in times of change
rather than less.
That and other indicators suggest
no let up to a continuing stream of
prospective changes to the

The range of activities undertaken
by DASLS on behalf of its
members continues to surprise me.
However, the baton has now passed
on, so I end by thanking the team
for its support during my tenure
and by wishing Chris Tagg success
in his role as the new Chair of your
CBSC.

DID YOU KNOW?
There is a range of resources available for Contentious Practitioners on DASLS website where members
can see the latest information on guideline hourly rates.
Check DASLS Newsletters for the latest Fast Track and Multi Track Trial Windows.
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From the Vice President’s Committee
The Vice President’s Committee is
largely seen as the think-tank of the
Society, and its remit is to look at
issues, both current and future, that
will, or are likely to, affect DASLS
and its members.
With substantial input from the
President, over the past year the
Committee has focussed on a number
of discrete, but diverse, areas, namely:
1. The further update of the
Memorandum and Articles of
Association to make sure the
constitution of the Society is relevant,
current and compliant. The proposed
amendments will be put forward for
approval at this year’s AGM. See
pages 16-17 of these papers.
2. The promotion of the skills and
services of solicitors generally, and
members of the Society in particular
(objective 2 in the Society’s objects).
A number of PR and marketing
companies were approached and
asked to provide a framework and
plan for furthering these aims. After a
lengthy and in-depth review process,
the Committee took the view that
Wall to Wall Sunshine, a marketing

firm conveniently located at Pynes
Hill, were best suited to working with
DASLS and helping us advance our
objectives. The recommendation was
accepted by the main Committee, and
Wall to Wall Sunshine were duly
engaged; they will be providing input
to DASLS, its committees, and
members in the coming months and
years.
3. Responding to the SRA
consultation paper on “A Question of
Trust”. Trust is, as they say, hard
won, and easily lost. The Committee
was asked to consider, and provide
responses on, what action the SRA
should take when things going wrong,
and trust in the profession (and the
individual professional) is lost; and
also what factors should be taken into
account. Considering the importance
of the consultation, a response was
provided on behalf of the Society and
we are waiting on the publication of
the outcome. The SRA are looking to
develop a reference framework ,
which should hopefully (!) provide
clarity and consistency in this area –
we’ll have to wait and see on that
front.

Mark Roome, Vice President
mark.roome@tollerbeattie.co.uk

The Society has been focussing on
delivering its current business plan,
and activities, and the possible longer
term strategy of further integration
with other local Societies has largely
been put on hold, particularly as the
Association of South Western Law
Societies has been more active
recently. The Society will continue to
look for further opportunities, but
with the assistance of our new media
partner, Wall to Wall Sunshine, we
will focus on our existing
geographical area, and how we can
promote and deliver the skills and
services of solicitors within that area.
I would very much like to thank all
the members of the Committee for
their invaluable contributions
throughout the year, and in particular
to Tony, Monique and Hetty for their
unwavering support.

From The Law Society Council Member,
West Country and Gwent Constituency
Mr Rod Mole will give an oral r epor t to the AGM on 26 April when member s will
also have an opportunity to put questions to their Council Member.
A list of constituencies and Council Members can be found on the Contact your Council
Member page on The Law Society website.
See also Rod Mole
Law Society Council Member
rod.mole@wollenmichelmore.co.uk
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Full list of Somerset Law Society Chairmen and Presidents 1796-2007
Presidents were only elected from 1891; prior to that date the names given are those of the
Chairman of the Meetings of the Somerset Law Society at the Taunton Spring Assizes.

1818
1819
1820
1821
1822
1823
1824
1825
1826
1827
1828
1829
1830
1831
1832
1833
1834
1835
1836
1837
1838
1839
1840
1841
1842
1843
1844
1845
1846
1847
1848
1849
1850
1851
1852
1853
1854
1855
1858
1859
1860
1861
1862
1863
1864
1865
1866
1867
1868
1869
1870
1871
1872
1873
1874
1875
1876
1877
1878
1879
1880
1881
1882
1883
1884

1796-1817 No Records
CHAIRMEN
Batten, John
Baker, John
Leigh, Henry James
Pinchard, William Price
Nicholetts, John
Trevor, John William
Coles, James
Fisher, Joseph
Do.
Boys, Percival
Dyne, Edward
Pinchard, William P.
Do.
Clarke, Thomas Edward
Leigh, W.
White, Frederick
Mullins, Charles
Leigh, Henry J.
Randolph, James
Payne, John
Mullins, Thomas
Newman, Edwin
Anstice, Richard
Nicholetts, John
Newman, Edwin
Taylor, John
Leigh, Henry James
Bradford, John Willmott
Messiter, George
Taylor, John
Davis, William
Messiter, Henry
Dyne, Edward
Davies, Edmund
Trevor, John
Messiter, Henry
Murley, G.B.
Hill, John
No Minutes
Hill, John
Louch, John
Murley, G.B.
Randloph, James
Hill, John
Swayne, Walter Thomas
Pinchard, Wm. P.
Trevor, John
Boucher, Benjamin
Foster, John Hopkins
Messiter, Henry
Trenchard, Henry C.
Warden, Thomas
Auber, Henry P.
Baker, John
Trevor, John
Do.
Do.
Messiter, Henry
Payne, Edward Turner
Do.
Do.
Do.
Trevor, John
Do.
Do.

Yeovil
Blagdon
Taunton
Taunton
S Petherton
Bridgwater
Bridgwater
Bath
Bridgwater
Bruton
Taunton
Chard
Taunton
Wellington
Chew Magna
Taunton
Milverton
Milverton
Goathurst
Yeovil
Bridgwater
S Petherton
Yeovil
Bath
Taunton
Langford
Frome
Bath
Frome
Wincanton
Bruton
Wells
Bridgwater
Wincanton
Langport
Paulton
Paulton
Langport
Wincanton
Milverton
Paulton
Glastonbury
Taunton
Bridgwater
Wiveliscombe
North Curry
Wincanton
Taunton
Williton
N Petherton
Ilminster
Bridgwater

Wincanton
Bath

Bridgwater

1885
1886
1887
1888
1889
1890

Hill, W. John
Swayne, Walter T.
Louch, John
Meyler, Thomas
Payne, Alexander Richard
Bath, Edward

1891
1892
1893
1894
1895
1896
1897
1898
1899
1900
1901
1902
1903
1904
1905
1906
1907
1908
1909
1910
1911
1912
1913*
1914
1915
1916
1917
1918
1919
1920
1921
1922
1923
1924
1925
1926
1927
1928
1929
1930
1931
1932
1933
1934
1935
1936
1937
1938
1939
1940
1941
1942
1943
1944
1945
1946
1947
1948
1949

PRESIDENTS
O’Donoghue, Henry O’Brien I.
Payne, Alexander R.
Swayne, Walter T.
Easton, Richard
Dunn, William
Do.
Louch, John
Kite, George Henry
Lovibond, George
Poole, Hugh Ruscombe
Harris, Richard
Poole, Walter J Ruscombe
Trevor, Edward
Alms, Edward Theodore
Louch, Edward Queckett
Poole, William
Chubb, Francis O.O.
Booker, William T.
Watson, Edgar Henry
Goodall, Sidney Frederick
Barham, T. Foster
Clarke, Charles Peard
Baker, William Thomas
Broomhead, Thomas
Nalder, Arthur Edward
Channing, Archibald
Mackay, Douglas
Hagon, Chas Edmund
Sheppard, Herbert Byard
Goode, William Winter
Harris, Richard Granville
Pearse, Thomas Vincent
Chubb, Alfred Everard
Wilson, Colin McClure
Teek, Henry Comer
Watson, Douglas Statham
Bath, Robert
Foster, E.P.
Wedd, H.G.
Channer, O.R.M.
Whitley, G.
Burrough, W.G.
Warry, H.C.
Barrington, T.
Stiling, W.H.C.
Dodson, F.S.
Willmott, F.W.
Moger, H.G.D.
Poole, G.S.
Cruttwell, G.H.W.
Pulman, T.M.
Lee-Michell, F.
Thorne, W.H.A.
Batten, Major H.C.C.
Briggs, A.H.H.G.
Boxall, F.S.
Clarke, Geoffrey P.
Pardoe, C.B.
Blake, J. Humphrey

Langport
Glastonbury
Langport
Taunton
Milverton
Glastonbury

Ashton
Milverton
Glastonbury
Taunton
Frome
Langport
Taunton
Bridgwater
S Petherton
Wells
Bridgwater
Bridgwater
Taunton
Langport
Taunton
Wells
Wellington
Taunton
Wells
Bridgwater
Taunton
Bridgwater
Taunton
Shepton Mallet
Taunton
Shepton Mallet
Bridgwater
Taunton
Langport
Wells
Wiveliscombe
Wells
Wells
Axbridge
Burnham
Glastonbury
Wells
Langport
Taunton
Bridgwater
Wedmore
Yeovil
Bridgwater
Burnham/Sea
Taunton
Taunton
Taunton
S Petherton
Frome
Taunton
Wellington
Minehead
Yeovil
Weston
Yeovil
Taunton
Bridgwater
Crewkerne

1950
1951
1952
1953
1954
1955
1956
1957
1958
1959
1960 +
1961
1962
1963
1964
1965
1966
1967
1968
1969
1970
1971
1972
1973
1974
1975
1976
1977
1978
1979
1980
1981
1982
1983
1984
1985
1986
1987
1988
1989
1990
1991
1992
1993
1994
1995
1996
1997
1998
1999
2000
2001
2002
2003
2004
2005
2006
2007

Pulliblank, Maurice
Powell, W.E.
Hurford, H.J.
Addleshaw, J.H.
Saul, I.W.
Harris, C.W.
Rutter, C.L.
Rutter, J.J.B.
Jowett, C.J.P.C.
Wyatt, F.N.
Wyatt, F.N.
Powell, W.H.
Powell, W.H.D.
Arrow, C.J.
Rickards, L.E.
Husband, C.J.R.
Reed, N.W.
Harding, T.H.
Smith, P.E.G.
Fryer, L.J.
Cruttwell, S.H.
Boodle, A.T.
Ash, R.G.
Collett, S.W.
Hannah, D.G.
Meller, D.C.
Creswick, G.B.N.
Gosling, B.J.
Collett, D.J.
Bennett, P.F.
Carpenter, R.M.
Shaw, J.L.
Fielden, J.H.
Rutter, J.F.
Hallam, E.W.L.
Thorne, J.R.A.
Baker, S.G.B.
Osmond, J.G.
Stokes, R.M.
Gardner, A.J.
Close, J.M.
Mulligan, R.K.
Warren, Olga
Moule, P.F.
Fox, P.L.M.
Watkis, J.B.
Pollard, T.G.
Rose, M.R.
Jerram, K.I.
Pulvermacher, F.M.
Priest, S.R.
Davidson, J.R.
Allan, N.J.
Edwards, R.
Morgan, R.W.
Murray, F.G.
Morris, W.P.
Hayllar, C.F.

2008

DELS/SLS Merger

Taunton
Weston
Minehead
Shepton Mallet
Taunton
Wells
Wincanton
Wincanton
Yeovil
Wells
Wells
Weston
Weston
Yeovil
Shepton Mallet
Bridgwater
Bridgwater
Wellington
Wellington
Weston
Frome
Yeovil
Bridgwater
Weston
Weston
Wincanton
Frome
Weston
Weston
Wrington
Langport
Bridgwater
Burnham/Sea
Wincanton
Midsomer Norton
Minehead
Yeovil
Taunton
Yeovil
Cheddar
Taunton
Wellington
Taunton
Yeovil
Taunton
Burnham/Sea
Wells
Taunton
Weston-s-Mare
Taunton
Yeovil
Wells
Crewkerne
Yeovil
Taunton
Taunton
Taunton
Bridgwater

* Mr. Baker died within a short time of his election.
+ There was no General Meeting in 1960 and Mr. Wyatt held
office until Mr. Powell was elected at a special Meeting in June
1961.

Officers of Somerset Law Society 1796 - 2007
Honorary Secretaries & Treasurers

Honorary Secretaries

Honorary Treasurers

1796 – 1810
1810 – 1836
1837 – 1862
1863 – 1897
1898 – 1899
1900 – 1910
1911 – 1927
1928 – 1948
1949 – 1960
1961 – 1970
1971 – 1976

1977 – 1983 F.M. Pulvermacher, Taunton
1984
F.M. Pulvermacher, Taunton ]
R.M. Fountaine, Wells
] (joint)
1985 – 1988 R.M. Fountaine, Wells
1989
R.M. Fountaine, Wells ]
J.S. Walters, Radstock ] (joint)
1990 – 1991 J.S. Walters, Radstock
1992
J.S. Walters, Midsomer Norton ]
K.J. Shearn, Bridgwater
] (joint)
1993 – 2007 K.J. Shearn, Bridgwater

1977 - 1981
1982 - 1993
1994 - 1997
1998 - 2007

Charles Edwards, Chard
Uriah Messiter, Wincanton
Wm. Price Pinchard, Taunton
John Henry Biddulph Pinchard, Taunton
John Edward William Wakefield, Taunton
Edgar Henry Watson, Taunton
Herbert Byard Sheppard, Taunton
Geoffrey Peard Clark, Taunton
Walter Rex Williams, Taunton
Patrick Fenton Moule, Yeovil
Francis Michael Pulvermacher, Taunton

D. Perratt, Taunton
W.P. Morris, Taunton
F.G. Murray, Taunton
R.E.E. Parkman, Weston-super-Mare
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Full list of Devon & Exeter Law Society Presidents since Incorporation until 2007
1926
1927
1928
1929
1930
1931
1932
1933
1934
1935
1936
1937
1938
1939
1940
1941
1942
1943
1944
1945
1946
1947
1948
1949
1950
1951
1952
1953

C R M Clapp
G B Oerton
A Anstey
H C Brown
G H Stephens
J Symes
M A Mathew
T Phillips
T J W Templeman
S Hilton
F P Cottey
H W Michelmore
R Boase
S H Easterbrook
N J Lake
B R Dunning
H T Michelmore
H Linford Brown
G C Daw
P H W Almy
V Thompson
F M I Watts
J W Waddingham
G H McMurtrie
S W Cleave
S A Copp
F C Landsell
Sir Godwin Michelmore KBE

Exeter
B’ple
Exeter
Oke’ton
Exeter
Crediton
Exeter
Exeter
Exeter
Torquay
Exeter
Exeter
Torr’ton
Torquay
Exeter
Honiton
E
E
E
S
E
S
E
S
E
N
S
E

1954
1955
1956
1957
1958
1959
1960
1961
1962
1963
1964
1965
1966
1967
1968
1969
1970
1971
1972
1973
1974
1975
1976
1977
1978
1979
1980
1981

F F Annear
W F Pugsley
J J Malim
G H S Butcher
L J Hallett
C Hamlyn Taylor
S W Wright
V O M Donnithorne
N H H Cordwent
D C Harward
T Anstey
H A T Coles
D F Brown
A J McGahey
H Sykes-Balls
D W Blackwell
J S Pope
The Rt Hon Lord Citrine
Sir John Palmer
W J Hallett
B R Wordsworth
E F Clark
D B Crosse
T C Richards
J M H Arthur
B A Harris
Mrs M Anstey
C M Verney

N
N
S
E
E
S
N
E
S
N
E
S
N
E
S
N
E
S
N
E
S
N
E
S
N
E
S
N

1982
1983
1984
1985
1986
1987
1988
1989
1990
1991
1992
1993
1994
1995
1996
1997
1998
1999
2000
2001
2002
2003
2004
2005
2006
2007

D G Williams
J I Mosley
M E Barnes
J W Parkinson
D J Jones
F P de M Horsey
J F Eden
B G Nelson
G A Feinson
S A Lawson
M B G Cosgrave
J M Rowland
R D Newman
J C N Robinson
C J C Palmer
A N Pryce
S W Arnold
D L Whiteley
G G N Bond
R J Challans
J J Ferguson
J W Howell
P A Derbyshire
P R Mole
C D Hart
V E S Salomonsen

2008

DELS/SLS Merger

E
S
N
E
S
N
E
S
N
E
S
N
S
E
N
S
E
N
S
E
N
S
E
N
S
E

Officers of Devon & Exeter Law Society 1920-2007 and of Devon & Somerset Law Society 2008-present
Honorary Secretaries
1920 - 1929
1929 - 1934
1934 - 1946
1946 - 1952
(1951
1952 - 1968
(1963 - 1968
1968 - 1974
1974 - 1975
1975 - 1980
1980 - 1987
(1985 - 1987
1987 - 1994
(1987 - 1989
(1993 - 1994
1994 - 2007
2008 - 2014
2014 - present

Honorary Treasurers
M A Mathew
J W Nowell*
J W Waddingham*
J S Pope
D Lyon Smith - Assistant Secretary)
D Lyon Smith
J F Eden - Assistant Secretary)
W S Simey
W J M White
J W Parkinson
S A Lawson
C J C Palmer - Assistant Secretary)
C J C Palmer
P L Mattholie - Assistant Secretary)
J A Spiers - Assistant Secretary)
J A Spiers MBE
J A Spiers MBE
C D Hart

1920 - 1929
1929 - 1934
1934 - 1936
1936 - 1946
1946 - 1949
1949 - 1959
1959 - 1975
1975 - 1988
(1987 - 1988
1988 - 1998
1998 - 2007
2008 - present

M A Mathew
J W Nowell
J W Waddingham
M A Mathew
J W Waddingham
J W Waddingham and M A Mathew joint
G H S Butcher
B R Wordsworth
D L Whiteley - Assistant Treasurer)
D L Whiteley
R A Adams
R A Adams

* It should be noted that Mr J W Nowell and Mr J W Waddingham
were one and the same.

Presidents of Devon and Somerset Law Society 2008 - present
2008

Alec McNeill, North Devon

2009

James M.G. Cross, South Devon

2010

Rebecca E.E. Parkman, Somerset

2011

David M. Turner, Exeter

2012

R. David Bowen, Exeter (CPS)

2013

Paul R. Dyson, South Devon

2014

Tony Mason, Somerset

2015

Will F. Michelmore, Exeter
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Minutes of the 2015 Annual General Meeting
The 207th Annual General Meeting of the Society was held on
Tuesday 21 April 2015 at 6.00 p.m. at the Best Western Tiverton Hotel, Tiverton.
PRESENT Attendance list filed in Minute Book.
Tony Mason, President in the Chair; Will Michelmore, Vice President; Mark Roome, Junior Vice President; Rod Mole, Law Society Council
Member; Chris Hart, Honorary Secretary; Richard Adams, Honorary Treasurer; Frances Canning, Chris Close, Michael Cosgrave, Patricia
Durham Hall, Paul Dyson, Karen Eagle, Andrew Harris, Jeremy Lee, Rob Newman, Rebecca Parkman, Charles Pugsley, Robert Symons,
Alastair Teague and Kathy Trist. Also in attendance Monique Bertoni, Administrator and Tony Steiner, Executive Director.
The President welcomed all the members to the Society’s 207 th Annual General Meeting.
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
List annexed to these Minutes showing the members who sent their proxy forms.
2. THE MINUTES
Patricia Durham Hall proposed that the Minutes of the last Annual General Meeting held on 29 April 2014, having been circulated (with copies
available at the meeting), be taken as read and signed by the President as a correct record. This was seconded by Paul Dyson and approved.
There were no matters arising.
3. THE REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT AND COMMITTEE FOR 2014/2015
The President referred to his written report which was circulated with the AGM papers. He believed the Society was in good shape and spoke
of some of the highlights and events of the past year. Our finances were satisfactory enabling our officers to undertake various functions. The
main Committee and the Sub-Committees continued to respond to consultations in a meaningful and proactive way and he thanked all the
Chairs and the members involved for their time and support. Social events were arranged which included two successful dinners, much
competition at the popular Challenge Cup events and DASLS beating the Devon & Somerset Law Society Junior Lawyers' Division at
Rounders! Our participation at international events has strengthened DASLS status abroad where we are recognised by the profession in
Europe as a leading local law Society. Membership has increased through the introduction of a corporate subscription scheme. We have an
extensive programme to celebrate the 800th anniversary of the sealing of Magna Carta thanks to the hard work of Past President Rob
Newman to whom we are indebted. The President expressed our gratitude to Rod Mole as our vital communication link with Chancery Lane
and to Matthew Still, The Law Society South West Regional Manager, for his friendship and support. He also thanked Will Michelmore and his
Committee for all the work undertaken in reviewing the Society’s strategy plan as well as going through its Memorandum and Articles of
Association. He praised the dedication and professionalism of the staff at DASLS office and complimented Chris Hart who won the contested
election for the position of Honorary Secretary at the last AGM and had put his own brand on this role with much enthusiasm and expertise.
He thanked Richard Adams who continued to discharge his Treasurer’s duties with great skill and humour. The President extended his
gratitude to all for their work and thanked the members for making his year enjoyable: it had been both a privilege and a pleasure.
The report was approved as proposed by Will Michelmore and seconded by Rod Mole.
4. THE REPORT OF THE HONORARY TREASURER
Richard Adams presented his report on the finances of the Society over the past year by highlighting the significant figures in the Accounts
which were prepared in their traditional format and circulated at the meeting. He drew the meeting’s attention to the reserves at page 11
showing a total of just under £499K. These assets represented the Society’s office at Pynes Hill and cash reserves deposited in four accounts
in recognition of the Financial Services Compensation Scheme. In the AGM documentation at page 8 his report included a chart to give an
overview of DASLS financial performance in terms of turnover and gross profit/loss from 1992 to 2014. Most years showed a surplus and 2014
had been a healthy year with a pre-tax surplus of £32,600. The good news was that we no longer needed to build up reserves and the
Committee would be considering how to put members’ money to good use over the coming months.
There were no questions from members. The adoption of the accounts for the year to 31 December 2014 and the nomination of Glover
Stanbury & Co. as Reporting Accountants for another year, as proposed by Rod Mole, were approved unanimously.
5. SBA THE SOLICITORS’ CHARITY
Jeremy Lee referred the meeting to his report which followed the standard of previous years. He was pleased to report that Past President
Rebecca Parkman has joined as SBA representative to look after the Somerset area while he would continue to look after beneficiaries in
Devon. He reported that DASLS grant was well received by the Charity last year. However he explained that the SBA was seeking ‘bodies’
rather than money. There was paucity of people coming forward and we must remember that lawyers were reluctant to make a claim. He and
Rebecca Parkman have started to work on this issue and would contact firms and investigate avenues to facilitate approaches to potential
beneficiaries. Jeremy Lee urged everyone to look around and identify likely applicants and put them in touch with the SBA. Frances Canning
questioned whether firms were the best way to access retired solicitors for example. The President thanked her for this valid point but overall it
was felt that reliance on local practitioners’ knowledge of people in need and on firms’ networking was the most suitable access. He then
proposed that a donation of £1,750.00 be made to the Charity. This was seconded by Andrew Harris and approved unanimously.
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6. COUNCIL MEMBER’S REPORT AND REPORTS FROM THE SUB-COMMITTEES
Written reports had been circulated from the Vice President’s Committee, the In-House Lawyers’ Group, the Contentious Business, the Education and
Training, the International Relations, the Mediation, the Non-Contentious Business, the Practice Management and the Social Sub-Committees.
Law Society Council Member Rod Mole presented his report to the meeting. Over the past year, he had attended 6 Council meetings, 3 meetings of
the Scrutiny and Performance Review Committee and 3 meetings of the Association of South Western Law Societies. The central issues could be
summarised as “all change at the top”.
The poll would conclude this week for the next Deputy Vice President of The Law Society. The current officer holders were President Andrew Caplen
who has written and spoken widely on access to justice and legal aid during his year and has promoted these issues through Magna Carta and the
forthcoming general election where they can be challenged; and Vice President Jonathan Smithers and Deputy Vice President Robert Bourns; the
latter has been involved in local law societies for many years having been President of Bristol Law Society and Secretary of ASWLS.
Law Society Chief Executive Des Hudson retired in July 2014 after 8 years and his successor Catherine Dixon took up her post in January 2015. Paul
Coen, formerly a local Government officer, who acted as interim chief executive, held critical views of what The Law Society needed to do to be more
efficient and relevant to face the challenging times ahead.
The SRA too has seen staff changes with Paul Philip who took up his post as Chief Executive in February 2014 and with Enid Rowlands as the SRA
Board’s first lay member Chair in January thus replacing Charles Plant.
Following the departure of Adam Sampson, the interim Chief Ombudsman has been Kathryn King since September 2014.
All these personnel changes provided opportunities for reviews and re-appraisals. Catherine Dixon affirmed her commitment to Chancery Lane having
a strong voice. The main priorities were for The Law Society to strengthen its relationship with its members and to transform how it was perceived and
valued by its members. Chancery Lane would also work towards decreasing its dependence on income from Practising Certificate fees by reducing
overheads and maximising income from its commercial operations such as the new Conveyancing Portal, Reliance and its various accreditation
schemes.
For his part, Rod Mole felt that in general terms The Law Society was acting in an effective and informed way but did not manage its services
successfully in the field of commercial enterprise. There also was the continuing theme of how Council discharged its duties and whether it was in the
right format since mainly made up of part-timers. He had been concerned about Council feeling marginalised for some time. Paul Coen produced a
succinct report for his last Council meeting as interim Chief Executive of The Law Society. His recommendation was that there should be a cabinet
type body between Council and TLS Officers to take more responsibility. This executive body would be made up of the right people to run commercial
ventures and thus improve The Law Society’s effectiveness as a representative body. Council debated a few years ago the merits of a smaller board
but the opportunity to have a more effective management structure was lost.
The President thanked Rod Mole saying that the profession understood his frustration. He invited the Chairs present to speak to their reports and also
asked whether anyone wished to raise questions. There were none. The President proposed that we accept all the reports and these were approved.

7. APPOINTMENT OF OFFICERS & MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE
The President said it was a pleasurable task to commend Will Michelmore as the next President. He thanked him for his efforts over the past 2 years:
Will had been a great support to him and was sure that he would serve DASLS extremely well. His being the only nomination, this was seconded by
Chris Close and resolved unanimously. Tony Mason presented the Devon Presidential Jewel to Will which was greeted with applause.
The newly elected President in turn thanked Tony Mason for a successful year carried out with a cheerful disposition, and also for imparting his
delegation skills, and then presented him with the Past President’s Jewel as a memento of his year of office. The vote of thanks was carried by
acclamation.
The President mentioned the forthcoming exciting projects which would reaffirm DASLS aims, namely the Magna Carta celebrations during the
weekend of the Legal Sunday Service in June and the inaugural Legal Awards Dinner on 3 March 2016 which he hoped would both be fantastic
occasions. A lot of preparatory work has been done behind the scenes for which he asked that thanks be recorded.
The President invited the meeting to consider the following nominations to the Committee. He wished Mark Roome the best of luck and explained that
sadly Sue Aggett was not able to attend the meeting but having known her for many years he affirmed that she would be an excellent choice. All the
nominations were proposed and seconded as shown and it was resolved that the officers, with the corresponding investiture of jewels, and committee
members be appointed as follows:Vice President proposed by Will Michelmore and seconded by Rod Mole

Mr M Roome (North Devon)

Junior Vice President proposed by Will Michelmore and seconded by
Patricia Durham Hall and Rebecca Parkman

Mrs S C Aggett (South Devon)

For One Year Œ

Mr C D Hart
Mr R A Adams

Honorary Secretary
Honorary Treasurer and Membership Secretary
To the Committee for One Year Œ
The Immediate Past President
The Law Society Council Member
Crown Prosecution Service Representative
Local Government Representative

Mr A Mason (Somerset)
Mr P R Mole
Mr R D Bowen
Mrs S C Aggett

To the Committee for Three Years Œ
Mr P R Dyson (South Devon)
Mrs R E Parkman (Somerset)
Mr K D Woodier (Exeter & East Devon)
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_________________________________________________
all proposed by Will Michelmore and seconded by Andrew
Harris and Patricia Durham Hall
__________________________________________________
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Minutes of the 2015 Annual General Meeting Continued
8. ANY OTHER BUSINESS
a) Parliamentary Outreach Service
Frances Canning gave details of this Government initiative which aims to work in partnership with a wide range of organisations. She felt
that it was important for lawyers to take part. She urged the members present to register their interest on the Parliament’s website and
get involved in any consultation.
The Honorary Secretary said that DASLS has operated a Parliamentary Liaison Shadowing Scheme with members who keep in touch
with MPs on a regular basis. The Society also organises every 18 months or so a visit to Westminster where DASLS PLOs entertain the
MPs. This has proved useful in securing links with our local MPs and we hope to increase our work in that regard.
b) Magna Carta “LiberTeas”
Frances Canning reported that earlier this month people have been asked to host afternoon teas on Sunday 14 June, the day before the
anniversary, and to remember Magna Carta together. She therefore encouraged members to organise such events locally.
Rob Newman added that he hoped many members would attend and encourage colleagues to participate in DASLS Legal Sunday
Service weekend, especially the Magna Carta 800 Lecture on Friday 12 June 2015.
The President said that he was sure this would be a successful weekend and declared the Meeting closed at 6.42 p.m. following which
15 members and guests gathered for dinner.

This has been left intentionally blank for your notes. You can let us know your questions in advance by mailing them to
secretary@dasls.com or by asking them in person at the AGM.
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Proxy Form
PRIVATE & CONFIDENTIAL
DEVON & SOMERSET LAW SOCIETY
FORM OF PROXY
I . ....................................................................................................................................................................................................... 1
of . ......................................................................................................................................................................................................2
being a member of the above named Company, hereby appoint . ....................................................................................................3
Or failing him/her . ...............................................................................................................................................................................
Or failing him/her the Chairman of the meeting as my proxy to vote in my name on my behalf at the
Annual General Meeting of the Company, to be held on 26 April 2016, and at any adjournment thereof.
Unless otherwise instructed, the proxy may vote as he/she thinks fit or abstain from voting.
Signed: ...........................................................................................................................
Name: ............................................................................................................................................................[Block Capitals please]
Dated: ………………………………………………………………………………………………..
__________________________________________
1

Insert Name

2

Insert your address

3

Insert name, if required, or leave blank whereupon the Chairman of the meeting will act as your proxy.
PLEASE RETURN TO DASLS ADMINISTRATOR, ASTON COURT, PYNES HILL, EXETER EX2 5AZ [DX 8361 EXETER]
By no later than 5.00 pm on 22.04.16

TO DASLS MEMBERS - Proposed Changes to the Society’s
Memorandum and Articles of Association
The Society’s AGM will be held on Tuesday 26th April starting at 6pm at the Best Western Hotel, Tiverton. I hope to see many
of you there.
At this year’s AGM the Committee will be presenting for approval a number of changes to the Articles of Association of the
Society. I think that it is fair to say that the Articles have been in need of a review and of “modernising” for some years, and
over the last few months both the main Committee and the Vice-President’s Committee have been working on the amendments,
with the assistance of Michelmores LLP.
The amendments are, in the main, a “tidying up” exercise – introducing up to date terminology, incorporating changes in
legislation and also simplifying some procedures by incorporating various resolutions passed over the years. Fundamentally
however the spirit of the current Articles has not been changed. In addition to the tidying there are some changes proposed
concerning the definition of various categories of membership, the process of application for membership, the title of Junior
Vice President, and the definition of the geographical areas that make up the DASLS region by reference to maps.
The proposed Articles will be on DASLS website and will also be available in hard copy by request to the office. I do hope that
you will look at the proposed Articles and support the amendments, either by attending the AGM or by returning a proxy form
(above). The proxy can include an instruction to your proxy as to how you wish to vote on this issue.
CHRIS HART
DASLS Honorary Secretary
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2016 AGM Agenda
TAKE NOTICE that the 208th Annual General Meeting of the Devon and Somerset Law Society will be held
on Tuesday 26 April 2016 at 6.00 p.m. at the Best Western Tiverton Hotel, Tiverton, when the following business will
be proposed:
ORDINARY BUSINESS
1) Apologies.
2) (a) To confirm the Minutes of the last Annual General Meeting.
(b) Matters Arising.
3) To receive the Report of the Committee for the year 2015/2016 and the President’s Report on his year of office.
4) To receive the Report of the Honorary Treasurer and consider the Committee’s recommendation that the report and
the Accounts for the year ended 31 December 2015 as reviewed by Glover Stanbury & Co. of Barnstaple be approved
and that Messrs Glover Stanbury & Co. be nominated as Reporting Accountants for another year.
5) Mr J C R B Lee and Mrs R E Parkman, as the Society’s Representatives for 2015, to report on the SBA The Solicitors’
Charity; and consideration of the recommendation of the Committee that a donation of £1,750.00 be made.
6) To receive reports on the year’s activities from the following:
Council Member, Mr P R Mole

In-House Lawyers’ Group

Vice President’s Committee

Mediation Sub-Committee

Contentious Business Sub-Committee

Non-Contentious Business Sub-Committee

Education and Training Sub-Committee

Practice Management Sub-Committee

International Relations Sub-Committee

Social Sub-Committee

7) To appoint officers and members of the Committee for the next year. The following nominations have been received:
President
Vice President
Deputy Vice President

Mr M S Roome (North Devon)
Mrs S C Aggett (South Devon)
Mr S St J Mahoney (Somerset)

For One Year
Honorary Secretary
Honorary Treasurer and Membership Secretary

Mr C D Hart
Mr R A Adams

To the Committee for One Year
Immediate Past President
The Law Society Council Member
Crown Prosecution Service Representative
Local Government Representative

Mr W F Michelmore (Exeter)
Mr P R Mole
TBA
Mrs S C Aggett

To the Committee for Three Years
Mr A Mason (Somerset)

Mr M B G Cosgrave (South Devon)

SPECIAL BUSINESS
8) To adopt, as amended, the Articles of Association of the Company in substitution for, and to the exclusion of, the
existing Articles of Association of the Company – a copy of which can be seen on the Society’s website (www.dasls.com)
or in hard copy on request.
9) To transact any other business of which prior notice has been given *.
* N.B. Any member who wishes to give notice of any other business at the Annual General Meeting should please
address the same to the Honorary Secretary at the Society’s Registered Office: Aston Court, Pynes Hill, Exeter EX2 5AZ.
Dated 1 March 2016

By order of the Committee

C D Hart Honorary Secretary

A member entitled to attend and vote at the meeting is also entitled to appoint a proxy to attend, and on a poll, vote
instead of him or her. The proxy need not be a member of the Society. Form of proxy on page 16.
In order to be valid, completed proxy appointment forms must be lodged at the Society’s registered office no later than
5.00 p.m. on Friday 22 April 2016.
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Committee Members 2015-2016
President Will Michelmore, Michelmores, Exeter

Sub-Committees Chairs / Acting Chairs of

Vice-President Mark Roome, Toller Beattie, Barnstaple

Immediate Past President Tony Mason, Ashfords, Taunton

Contentious Business - Andrew Harris, Veitch Penny, Exeter
In-House Lawyers - Claire Turner, University of Exeter
International Relations - Lucie Hadwick, Bond Dickinson, Plymouth
Mediation - Kathy Trist, Dunn & Baker, Exeter
Non-Contentious Business - Steven Came, Dunn & Baker, Exeter
Practice Management - Adrian Richards, Trowers & Hamlins, Exeter
Social - Sam Thompson, WBW, Newton Abbot
Education & Training - Tony Steiner, DASLS Executive Director (observer)

Law Society Council Member Rod Mole, Wollen Michelmore, Bideford

Elected Members

Crown Prosecution Service Representative David Bowen, Exeter

Michael Cosgrave, Wollen Michelmore, Newton Abbot
Sonia Hems, Beers, Kingsbridge
Patricia Durham Hall, Taunton
Ken Woodier, Pennon Group Plc, Exeter
Paul Dyson, Scott Richards, Teignmouth

Junior Vice-President and Local Government Representative
Sue Aggett, Teignbridge District Council
Honorary Secretary Chris Hart, Wollen Michelmore, Torquay
Honorary Treasurer Richard Adams, Crosse & Crosse, Exeter

SBA The Solicitors’ Charity Representatives
Jeremy Lee, Gilbert Stephens, Crediton
Rebecca Parkman, Wards, Weston-Super-Mare

This has been left intentionally blank for your notes. You can let us know your questions in advance by mailing them to
secretary@dasls.com or by asking them in person at the AGM.
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Supporting Solicitors
in Practice

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
TUESDAY 26 APRIL 2016
at 6.00 pm, Best Western Tiverton

TO RESERVE A PLACE FOR
THE DINNER, PLEASE
RETURN THIS FORM TO
THE ADMINISTRATOR
BY NO LATER THAN
FRIDAY 8 APRIL 2016

Please tick your choices
(one form per person, please photocopy)



6.00 pm

Annual General Meeting

7.30 pm

Cash Bar

8.00 pm

Dinner at £20.00 pp inc. VAT

Please reserve ……. seat(s) for the Dinner following the
AGM on 26/4/16 at 7.30 for 8.00 pm at the Tiverton Hotel.

Cream of Broccoli and Stilton Soup
We will provide a VAT invoice for payment (BACS payment preferred).

OR



The meeting will be followed by a Members’ Dinner
for which the arrangements are as follows:

Mango, Avocado and Smoked Chicken Salad
CONTACT NAME
……………………………………………………………………



Breast of Duck with Port and Black Cherries

OR





Baked Loin of Cod on a bed of Spinach with
Prawn broth

Fresh Fruit Salad

OR



Selection of Cheeses and Biscuits

All main courses served with a selection of
fresh vegetables and potatoes
Includes Tea/Coffee.

FIRM and ADDRESS (DX preferred)
…………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………….
Tel. …………………………………………….
PLEASE RETURN TO DASLS ADMINISTRATOR
Miss Monique Bertoni
Aston Court, Pynes Hill, Exeter EX2 5AZ
DX 8361 Exeter
Tel. 01392 366333
Fax. 01392 366278
Email. monique@dasls.com

Vegetarian main course available on request.
Please indicate any allergies and/or special dietary
requirements:
………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………
A bar will be provided and wine
may be ordered before dinner.
The Society was established in 1808 and incorporated in England as a Company Limited by Guarantee in 1926 with registration number 213866.
Registered Office – Aston Court, Pynes Hill, Exeter EX2 5AZ. VAT No: 141 338 689

