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Introductions 
HHJ Matthews welcomed the group, and introduced the Chancellor of the High 
Court. 

In turn, everyone introduced themselves. 

Apologies of absence received from Richard Bedford, Leslie Blohm, DJ Watson, 
Kate Harrington and Mark Cullingford. 



 

Minutes of the last meeting 
HHJ Matthews handed out the statistics for 2018/2019 for comparison, and the 
claims list to date, noting an interest in the location of solicitors that are issuing 
claims in Bristol. 

 

Matters arising from the last meeting 
No matters arising 

 

Statistics 
The figures for issuing claims were compared to last year (210 issued last year, and 
174 this year so far). HHJ Matthews found no particular reason for there being less 
claims issued this year. He also noted the increase of applications received this year 
compared to 2018. 

The Chancellor asked for any observations, for example is there a shorter waiting 
time in London? HHJ Russen suggested any change due to CE file. James Forsyth 
said there were no issues with CE file in Bristol but mentioned that Leeds court state 
the likely waiting times on their website, suggesting Bristol should do the same and 
perhaps liaise with the law Society, to encourage cases to be heard in Bristol. 

 

Membership 
Jane Rogers (absent) informed the group in the last meeting that she was retiring 
and that Alex Foxon was to replace her. 

The group discussed the number of barristers that have moved (ie to Enterprise 
Chambers). 

Richard Ascroft mentioned that he is the only member from Guildhall Chambers, and 
suggested Stefan Ramel to become a member. HHJ Matthews is happy for him to 
join. 

                                                  

BPC and Chancery Judges at the Bristol CJC 
HHJ Matthews explained there are three Section 9 Judges here in Bristol. Mr Justice 
Marcus Smith is to replace Mr Justice Birss who is required in London, and is due 
back in Bristol in January 2020. He is pleased to visit Bristol when necessary. 

The Chancellor is confident in being able to provide a High Court Judge in Bristol 
when required, aiming to provide a similar service to that in London. 



HHJ Matthews confirmed this would also apply to Deputy High Court Judges, to 
increase the pool of Judges available. 

The Chancellor continued that if the work increases in Bristol, he would ask that 
another Judge is made available to sit in Bristol permanently. He would also like to 
reduce the waiting times for District Judge listings (which is currently 3-4 months). 

 

BPC Specialist team 
There are no changes to the team, which provides good working relationships with 
the court users. Anyone should be able to help with an enquiry. 

 

Staffing in Bristol CJC: Update 
Jane Pawsey informed the group of the increase in headcount, there currently being 
115 members of staff across Civil, Family and Employment Tribunal jurisdictions. 

 

Impact of HMCTS Reform programme 
Not much has changed in Civil with regards to reform. Pilot schemes are running in 
some of the bulk centres (involving Directions Questionnaires, mediation and legal 
advisors). 

There will be changes in the Family jurisdiction in 2020- public law will be moving to 
customer service areas, although there is still a large volume of legacy work to deal 
with in Bristol. 

At present, Specialist work remains unaffected. 

 

Insolvency Jurisdiction 
There appeared to be an un answered question on Insolvency Judges jurisdiction. 

HHJ Matthews will discuss the matter raised with Mr Justice Marcus Smith. 

 

Introduction of electronic filing in the regions: CE-File 
HHJ Matthews welcomed any feedback on Ce file. James Forsyth mentioned there 
have been some major practical problems, mainly from London and Manchester. It is 
easier to issue a ‘notice to appoint an administrator’ in Bristol being a local court. The 
Chancellor suggested these should be issued by 3pm for the work to be processed 
that day. There is an issue with out of hours. Any concerns to be raised with Andrea 
Dowsett/Mr Justice Marcus Smith. 



District Judge Rowe provided feedback from a DJ perspective, and how CE file is a 
big adjustment from paper files. She noted there was no summary and having to 
open each document. There may also be an internal problem in flagging up urgent 
work as there is not an equivalent option for urgent referrals. The court staff to email 
the Judge as well as sending an alert if it is urgent. The Chancellor explained CE file 
is a filing system and not a Case management system. Some problems will be fixed 
in due course. It was suggested a bundle could perhaps be provided if there are too 
many documents to file on a case. 

 

Urgent hearings 
Jeremy Bamford & Richard Ascroft produced a draft practice note for urgent Interim 
applications, listing any possible applications which could be dealt with.  

It was agreed that the list would need to be shared across all BPC Judges, and to re-
introduce the Friday applications list. A bundle will be required for any hearing. HHJ 
Matthews will discuss further with the BPC Judges. 

The Pilot will be advertised on the Law Society website. 

 

ADR-ENE- Chancery FDR  
HHJ Matthews mentioned a paper produced on this subject by Nick Chambers, who 
talked about the organisation. In some cases there are strong views.  

There needs to be an understanding on ENE to inform the client if it is worthwhile, 
and would need to be dealt with early so proceedings are stopped at an early stage. 

HHJ Matthews will prepare a proposal for ENE. 

 

Any other business 
No other business 

 

Date of next meeting 
April 2020 (TBC). 


