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  Dear colleague, 

Your weekly Law Society update 

As the professional body for solicitors, every week the Law Society is 
working hard to influence the legal and regulatory environment on behalf 
of our profession and to promote solicitors at home and abroad. We 
support practice excellence, are an informed source of legal sector news 
and support members at every stage of their career.  
       

 
 
 

 

PC Fee consultation 
  
Now more than ever, we are very aware that we are spending members’ money to support the profession, 
firms and individual members through challenging times for the sector and society. 
We are now consulting members about a £3 million reduction in our part of the practising fee for 2020-21. 
This is a 10% decrease. 
  
The Law Society receives less than 30% of the practising fee. The largest portion (over 70%) covers the 
total costs of the SRA, part of the costs of the Legal Service Board and the Legal Ombudsman, the full 
cost of the Solicitors Disciplinary Tribunal, and certain levies under the Legal Services Act. Although we 
propose to reduce our portion by £3m, proposed increases elsewhere will result in a flat practising fee 
overall. 
Our planned reduction is part of a package of support which equates to approximately £4m. This is made 
up of a reduction in the PC fee by the Society, driving down our operating costs by £3m, along with free 
training programmes and additional free to access webinars and support to help members deal with the 
challenges they and their firms will be facing. It also includes targeted direct support with accreditation 
discounts for conveyancing and criminal members particularly suffering at the moment.  We have fulfilled 
our public interest role too, financially supporting charities focused on access to justice.  
  
We will keep this support and assistance under review as the impact on the profession becomes clearer.  
 
See more here 
  
Complete the short survey  by midnight on 10 July (hyperlink to the survey 
https://emailcc.com/s/52ef8af8e29509071293bee2877bb0b8a4cfaffc) 

#Solicitorspirit 
 
We have promoted our new campaign to highlight the great work the profession has been doing for 
clients and the community during the pandemic. You can read more here. Please encourage your 
constituents to share their stories. 

Public Law 
 
Human rights/ rule of law 
We submitted a response to the parliamentary Joint Committee on Human Rights inquiry on the human 
rights impact of Covid-19 measures. This examined a broad range of issues such as changes to the 
Mental Health Act and Care Act, regulations regarding adoption, remote hearings, clarity and enforcement 
of regulations, domestic abuse, and provisions for those with no recourse to public funds. 
  
Justice 
 
Assessing and managing coronavirus in court buildings  
HMCTS has published an organisational risk assessment and assessment tool which will enable them 
regularly to review the safety of their buildings. These tools will help HMCTS “identify and act quickly on 
any areas of concern”. If there is an instance where they cannot resolve any major issues speedily, they 
will temporarily close the building until they are satisfied that it is safe to re-open. 
 
We provided feedback on these tools, representing our members’ concerns regarding safety. Susan 
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Acland-Hood, CEO of HMCTS, has acknowledged our input in her letter to me which you can read in full 
here. 
 
You can ask a court for a copy of its risk assessment electronically before attending, in order to assure 
yourself that they have suitable measures in place. If you do, however, continue to have any concerns 
regarding safety when attending court, we would encourage you to report any poor practice you see on 
the ground through the reporting form or by emailing HMCTS.COVID-19ResponseTeam@justice.gov.uk 
 
We have been in the media this week to promote the role and value of the profession in difficult 
times 
The BBC reported British soldiers accused of committing war crimes in Iraq are unlikely to face criminal 
prosecution. The story, by defence correspondent Jonathan Beale, stated that the director of the Service 
Prosecution Authority (SPA) said just one remaining case was being examined. The report quotes David 
Greene, vice-president of the Law Society, saying a balance must be struck to ensure charges are only 
brought when warranted.  

But he added: "The argument behind time limits for British service personnel deployed overseas is that 
there has been a rise in historic prosecutions. Based on Andrew Cayley's comments the evidence for 
such an assertion is lacking." 

  
The Daily Telegraph reported that electricians now earn more than young criminal barristers, according to 
Sir Richard Henriques who says the profession is struggling to attract the brightest minds. The story 
quotes me saying: “Defence solicitors have not received an increase in fees since the 1990s and are fast 
becoming an endangered species.” 

  
The Solicitors Journal covered our calls for eligibility to the government’s 1.25bn loan scheme for R&D-
focused firms to be extended to LawTech innovators. 
  
I said: “With technological innovation set to play an essential role in our post-COVID recovery, the 
government should seek to support dynamic and innovative firms of all shapes and sizes.” 
The BBC covered mental health tribunals in Wales, which continue to take place remotely during the 
pandemic. They cite our contribution to a Civil Justice Council consultation which highlights the difficulties 
assessing patients remotely and advises courts should re-open once it is safe to do so.  
  
Consumer lawyer and chair of our digital assets working group, Gary Rycroft, spoke on the Shelagh 
Fogarty show on LBC (from 3pm) about the current legal rights and implications of renting property. 
  
The Solicitors Journal reported on responses from the Black Solicitors Network and the Law Society to 
the death of George Floyd in police custody in Minnesota. 
  
Our statement, signed by all the office holders and the CEO, was also in Inside Conveyancing. “As well 
as expressing sadness and sympathy it is vital we use this difficult time to reflect on the actions we must 
all take to tackle discrimination, as individuals, firms, businesses and communities.” 
 
Update from our Brussels Office 
 
This week our Brussels office hosted the inhouse lawyer seminar (webinar) with the ACC and ECLA: 
Crisis management: guidance for inhouse lawyers. Pieter de Waal spoke in the webinar.   
 

  
As always, please feel free to share this update with your constituents 

 

  
Kind regards, 
  
Simon 
  
Simon Davis 
President 
The Law Society, 113 Chancery Lane, London. 
WC2A 1P 
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