
Subject: President’s Update 30.11.2020 
 

Dear colleague, 

Your weekly Law Society update 

As the professional body for solicitors, every week the Law Society is working hard to 
influence the legal and regulatory environment on behalf of our profession and to 
promote solicitors at home and abroad. We support practice excellence, are an 

informed source of legal sector news and support members at every stage of their 
career. 

  
Website 
 

Our new website and the new My LS are now live. Please register to see content tailored to your practice 
and interests. Thanks to all members who have fed back during development. Feedback is still welcome. 
Registering with My LS will also help you understand the benefit to your constituents. 
  
Find a Solicitor Service 
 

Whilst the Law Society is not able to give legal advice, if you have a client who needs advice in a practice 
area other than your own, our Find a Solicitor service is available to help them find a legal professional who 
can help. They can use the service by visiting solicitors.lawsociety.org.uk or by calling 020 7320 5650. 
 
We have been in the media this week to promote the role and value of the profession in these 
difficult times 
 
The Evening Standard, Guardian (Live), Times (£), Yahoo! News, Simple News, MSN News, Gazette, New 
Law Journal, Lawyer Monthly and Legal Futures, covered the government’s 2020 spending review, which 
saw the justice system receive a £500 million cash injection. However, after decades of cuts, much more 
needs to be done. 
  
“Justice in this country was in a dire situation already before the pandemic, and is under pressure now like 
never before, so the £275 million pledged to reduce persistent Crown court backlogs has come not a 
moment too soon,” I said. 
  
The BBC looked at the delays in the UK’s asylum system during lockdown, which have left tens of 
thousands of people waiting for their cases to be determined. 
  
“We need an immigration and asylum system that treats people fairly, that is efficient and provides timely, 
lawful decisions,” I said. 
  
“Justice delayed is justice denied.” The story also featured on BBC Radio 4’s Today (from 36:30) 
  
The Guardian and the New Statesman cited our concerns about the government’s recent rhetoric about 
activist lawyers. 
  
Along with Debbie Foster, a professor at Cardiff University, I co-wrote a piece in the Times (£) about the 
COVID-19 pandemic proving that disability history month offers a much-needed opportunity to reflect on 
equality in the profession and how it can be truly inclusive. 
  
“Remote and flexible working have the potential to make the legal profession much more accessible to 
disabled solicitors, but the right technologies must be in place and disabled staff must be given a choice on 
future home working opportunities to ensure they are not marginalised at home when offices reopen,” we 
said. 
  
The Gazette reported a domestic abuse victim who challenged the 2019 refusal to grant her civil legal aid 
because she owned a house with her ex-partner this week won her High Court challenge. 
  
I said: “The Law Society is proud to have supported this challenge which raises issues of huge importance 
for access to justice for the most vulnerable. There was a clear injustice in denying victims of domestic 
abuse legal aid on the grounds of property they co-own with their abuser. Today’s judgment provides 
important clarification for victims of domestic abuse.” 
  
Also in the Justice Gap. 
  
A group of influential organisations including the Law Societies of England and Wales, of Scotland and of 
Northern Ireland have written to the president of the European Council urging the UK’s readmission to the 
Lugano Convention reports the New Law Journal. 
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I said Lugano is crucial to “ordinary people, with ordinary budgets being able to enforce their rights”. 
  
I was on BBC Radio Northampton (starts from 1:10:00) discussing the new Nightingale court opening in the 
town. 
  
Solicitors Journal (£) and New Law Journal reported the Ministry of Justice will be further evaluating the 
use of remote hearings to help inform longer-term use of video and audio technologies. 
  
I said case backlogs are “significant across both the civil and criminal justice systems”, adding that “to help 
clear the backlogs we encourage the government to open additional Nightingale courts”. 
  
BBC Radio 4’s The Long View took a detailed look at the huge backlog of cases caused, at least in part, 
due to the COVID pandemic, and compared it to the backlog caused by the 1666 Great Fire of London. 
  
I wrote an article for the Gazette about why solicitors should act now to renew their PII in time for spring 
deadlines. I observed: “Three months ago, the Law Society urged firms to act early to secure PII. We once 
again press the profession to address issues early and take advice if your firm is financially challenged.” 
  
The Financial Times (£) covered the Legal Service Board’s State of the Nation report, which stated more is 
needed to boost diversity and inclusion in the legal profession. 
  
Research published by the Law Society this month found that increased remote working and greater 
flexibility with reasonable adjustments could make the legal profession more accessible. 
  
Today’s Wills and Probate reported HMCTS are encouraging practitioners to use the probate application 
guide to reduce any potential errors in applications. We and other key stakeholders have been working 
with HMCTS to resolve any delays. 
  
The House Ladder reported on the stamp duty holiday and how the property market will be affected when it 
ends. They cited our calls to extend the holiday. 
  
Solicitors Journal (£) cited our Horizon Scanning: Digital Futures report, which looks at the shift in 
perceptions when it comes to digital technology and what that means for law firms and in-house 
departments in the sector. 
  
A film which secretly charted the imprisonment of lawyer and women’s rights activist Nasrin Sotoudeh, who 
was sentenced to 33 years in prison in Iran, will premiere next week, the Gazette reported. An online 
seminar will take place on Friday 4 December from 4:30pm and will be moderated by Dr Marina Brilman, 
human rights adviser at the Law Society. 
  
Find out more about the event here 
  
Thomson Reuters Practical Law (£) highlighted our Brexit guidance note to assist practitioners advising 
clients on cross-border alternative dispute resolution after the transition period ends on 31 December. 
 
Regulation 
  
LSB State of Legal Services report 
  
The Legal Services Board (LSB) published the State of Legal Services 2020 report, which gives an in-
depth evaluation of the legal services sector under a decade of regulation since the Legal Services Act 
2007.  The report aims to inform the LSB’s new strategy for legal services regulation on which the LSB 
plans to consult this winter. 
  
The report acknowledges key achievements of the legal sector over the past 10 years, such as a high level 
of customer satisfaction (84%), increased consumer choice, a strong economic performance and 
international standing of the jurisdiction. However, alongside the successes much of the report focuses on 
the challenges the sector is facing in terms of achieving fairer outcomes for both clients and those in the 
profession, including widening access to high quality legal services and redress, and creating more 
inclusive culture within the profession. 
  
The report considers Covid-19 as the ‘watershed moment’ that could lead to positive change. The report 
restates the LSB’s longstanding support for a reform of the current regulatory framework, with move to a 
single regulator for all legal services and activity-based regulation.  However, the LSB recognises that 
given little government appetite for wholesale reform of the Legal Services Act, some of the challenges 
may need to be addressed within smaller scale short-term legislative reforms. 
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The Law Society has engaged with the LSB on the strategy development and submitted a paper 
suggesting priorities for the legal sector. We also issued a press statement saying that access to justice 
and diversity are central to the future of the legal profession.  
  
Judicial review 
  
We published a blog about what the Law Society has been doing to respond to the Independent Review of 
Administrative Law, and what is coming up next on the Government’s agenda. 
  
Parliamentary 
   
Spending review 
  
On Wednesday, the government released the outcomes of the 2020 spending review, which sets 
department spending budgets for the year 2021-22. 
  
The Ministry of Justice’s budget for 2021-22 will be increased to £10.1 billion, an above inflation increase in 
total justice spending, which meets one of the key asks from the Law Society’s submission to the spending 
review. 
  
Specifically, the spending review sets aside a total of £561 million in new funding for the justice system in 
England and Wales. This funding includes: 

• £275 million to manage the downstream demand impact of 20,000 additional police officers and 
reduce backlogs in the Crown Court caused by COVID-19 

• £40 million to offer additional support to victims of crime, including victims of domestic abuse 

• £76 million to increase family court and employment tribunal capacity to reduce backlogs 

• £43 million to ensure that courts and prisons remain COVID-safe 

• £105 million for improvements to the court estate 

This increase in funding for the justice system is a win for the Law Society, which has consistently argued 
for such an increase in its representations to the Treasury ahead of the spending review. The funding to 
keep courts and prisons COVID-safe also reflects a key concern of our members and another theme of our 
representations to the government during the pandemic. 
  
Mental Health provisions in Coronavirus Act 2020 set to be expired 
  
On Wednesday, the House of Lords debated the Coronavirus Act 2020 (Expiry of Mental Health 
Provisions) (England and Wales) Regulations 2020, which will expire provisions in Schedule 8 to the 
Coronavirus Act 2020 and weaken Mental Health Act 1983 protections if brought into force. The Law 
Society briefed peers in support of the regulations, and was mentioned six times during the debate by three 
different peers, including the minister, Lord Bethell. The regulations will next go to a formal vote of approval 
in the House of Lords, which is expected to pass given the opposition’s support for the regulations and, 
once approved by the peers, will come into force. 
  
Diversity & Inclusion 
   
Help shape our regional D&I forums 
  
Share your feedback on our regional D&I forums by taking this short survey and help us further develop 
and improve them for 2021. 
  
We would  like to know what you currently value about the forums, and any suggestions you have to make 
them better.  
  
The survey closes at midnight on Monday 30 November.   
Take the survey 
  
Transgender Awareness Week 
  
To mark Trans Awareness Week (13-19 November) we invited Robin White, barrister at Old Square 
Chambers, and Lui Asquith, Legal, Policy and Operations Director at Mermaids, to discuss the implications 
of a recent case on gender fluidity and inclusion within the legal profession.   
Listen to the podcast  
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This week myself and our vice president I. Stephanie Boyce and deputy vice president Lubna Shuja also 
released a joint statement in support and solidarity of our trans and non-binary colleagues.  
Read the statement  
 
Disability History Month Quiz, 3 December  
  
Join us on Thursday 3 December at 19:00 for a free virtual quiz to mark International Day of People with 
Disabilities. Learn about the Legally Disabled research, meet our Lawyers with Disabilities Committee and 
have fun celebrating Disability History Month with us.  
Book your place 
  
“Race for Inclusion: the experiences of black and Ethnic Minority solicitors” research launch event, 
9 December 
  
Join us for the virtual launch event of our research into the career experiences of black and ethnic minority 
members of the profession.  
  
Our research partner will be sharing the key themes and a set of panellists will be discussing the findings 
and recommendations, exploring the current landscape for racial inclusion and how we work together to 
improve it.  
  
We will also be presenting next steps for the sector and the formulation of a race action plan to support our 
members.   
Book your place  
 
Our work internationally 
   
On 23 November, I joined the Law Society of Hong Kong’s first Belt and Road webinar 'Look beyond 
COVID-19: Connect and Unite through Belt and Road and LawTech'. My panel discussed reforming 
corporate rescue law under COVID-19. I spoke about the recent Corporate Insolvency and Governance Bill 
in the UK, which was introduced as part of the response to the pandemic, with a focus on company rescue. 
Following the success of last year's 10th anniversary of English Law Week in Russia, the Law Society of 
England & Wales and the Bar Council, in co-operation with our partners, organised a special virtual 
bridging event, which encompassed issues of both Russian and English law between 23 - 25 November.  
  
I opened day two on 24 November. Throughout my introduction I promoted the collaboration between 
Russian, English and Welsh legal practitioners as well as promoting our members expertise and England 
and Wales as a jurisdiction of choice.    
  
The event had over 290 registrations and was seen as a success by partners and stakeholders.  
  
The Law Society in partnership with the Embassy of the United Kingdom to the Republic of Uzbekistan, 
Embassy of the Republic of Uzbekistan to the United Kingdom and the Ministry of Justice UK organised 
the second Uzbekistan English Law Day on Tuesday 24 November. Key note speeches included:  

• Lucy Frazer QC MP, the minister of state at the Ministry of Justice UK 

• Bakhrom Kuchkarov, deputy minister of justice, Uzbekistan 

• Tursun Makhkamov, first deputy director of the Capital Markets Development Agency, Uzbekistan 

• H.E. Tim Torlot, British ambassador in Tashkent 

• H.E Said Rustamov, Uzbekistan ambassador in London,  

• Christoph Sicking, assistant general counsel EBRD and chair of the international committee.  

The event provided an exciting opportunity to boost UK and Uzbekistan shared learning and best practice; 
whilst addressing the challenges and opportunities in Uzbekistan post-COVID and how the rule of English 
Law has a key part to play.   
  
On 24 November, I spoke as part of a panel at the IBA conference about the implications of the Africa free 
Continental Free Trade Agreement on trade and lawyers.  
  
On 24 November, head of international Mickael Laurans along with international policy adviser Preeti 
Sawhney attended the Malaysia-United Kingdom joint committee meeting on bilateral trade and investment 
cooperation addressed by Malaysia’s Ministry of International Trade and Industry (MITI)’s deputy secretary 
general (Trade) and HM’s trade commissioner. Legal services was identified as one of the six key sectors 
to be addressed by the committee. We are also on-board at the legal sector working group that will be led 
by UK’s Ministry of Justice (Legal Services Trade Policy) and will report back to the main joint committee. It 
is an significant win for the Law Society of England and Wales to be included in this joint dialogue. 
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We are continuing to consult with members and stakeholders following the announcement by the Law 
Society of Ireland that “Irish qualified solicitors who are based in England and Wales and are seeking a 
practising certificate from the Society will not be entitled to a practising certificate”. If you would like more 
information, please contact international@lawsociety.org.uk  
  
Update from our Brussels office 
 
On 25 November, Helena Raulus, head of office spoke at the ISDA conference webinar. The discussion 
was about Brexit: Towards the End of the Transition Period.  
 

 Kind regards, 
  
David Greene  
President 
The Law Society, 113 Chancery Lane, London. 
WC2A 1P 
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