
 

 

 

 

   

President's Update – 28 May 2021 
 

 

 

    

 

Dear colleague, 
 
I have some good news to share as we head into the long 
weekend – and it’s not just the promised sunnier weather! 
 
As you know, on Monday we launched our practising 
certificate fee consultation. We’re taking a different approach 
this year to engage as many members as possible. 
   

 

We’re setting up focus groups, have created a range of different graphics and we’re 
targeting specific groups of members with tailored messaging. I’ve also worked with 
the member communications team to create a video, which is being shared on our 
website and social media accounts. 
 
I’m pleased to say that we’ve had a good reaction and have surpassed the total 
number of responses we received in 2020 in just the first few days of the campaign! 
 
However, we’re not stopping there. I’d like to ask for your help in continuing to get 
the word out. Here’s how you can help:  

• Complete the survey yourself if you’ve not yet been able to. You can access it 
at: www.lawsociety.org.uk/consultation 

• Please talk to your solicitor friends and colleagues and ask them to visit 
www.lawsociety.org.uk/consultation before 14 June take part in the 
consultation 

• Either email your contacts, send private/direct messages on LinkedIn and 
Twitter, and post on your social media accounts. We’ve created templates that 
you can copy and paste to make this quick and easy for you – download the 
templates here. 

If you need any help doing this, please contact antony.timlin@lawsociety.org.uk. 
 
We're here to stand up for and alongside the profession, so it’s vital that we hear from 
a wide range of members from as many different backgrounds as possible. 
 
Thank you for your help. Below is a wider update on all the activities we’ve been 
undertaking to support members.            Stephanie  @LawSocPresident 
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President's diary  
 

 

Coming up next week 

Tuesday:  I’m having an introductory call with Javier Cremades, president of the 
World Jurist Association. 

Thursday: I’m attending a meeting of our Professional Standards and Ethics 
Committee. 
 
I’m also attending an International Association of Lawyers (UIA) event on the 2020 US 
election ‘on trial’. 
 

Friday:  I’m attending a meeting of our Civil Litigation Section Advisory Committee. 
 

 

Media round-up 

 

We were in the media last week to 
promote the role and value of the 
profession in these difficult times: 
   

> Download media round-up 
  

 

 

Lines to take 

 

If you're speaking on behalf of the Law 
Society, please use our latest position 
on issues: 
   

> Download lines to take 
  

 

 

 

Our work with parliament and regulators 
 

 

 

  

 

Police, Crime, Sentencing and Courts Bill: We gave evidence to the parliamentary 
committee scrutinising the Police, Crime, Sentencing and Courts Bill on the impact 
that remote hearings can have on vulnerable witnesses, the uncertain impact of 
remote juries on access to justice, and our views on changes to pre-charge bail. Read 
the transcript. 
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Professional Qualifications Bill: On Tuesday the new Professional Qualifications 
Bill was debated in second reading in the House of Lords, its first substantive airing in 
parliament. We briefed before the debate, and we were mentioned six times. 
 
Minister for Investment Lord Grimstone opened for the government, noting the 
professional experience held by many lords, and acknowledging that 'our regulated 
professions are a national asset, and the professionalism of our services sector is part 
of the UK’s offering to the world'. He framed the bill as being primarily to revoke the 
EU system of qualification recognition, and to replace it with a new framework, one 
'global in outlook and tailored to the needs of the UK'. 
 
Baroness Hayter of Kentish Town, shadow deputy leader in the Lords, reiterated our 
ask that legal services be central in forthcoming trade negotiations, she said it was 
important that 'lawyers operating overseas can carry out a range of functions, 
including as arbitrators, and partner locally based lawyers'. She raised our point that 
the legislation as drafted could allow foreign bars to challenge the independence of 
UK solicitors and barristers by possibly allowing the government to make decisions on 
equivalence. She called for an amendment produced in dialogue with the SRA and 
BSB to safeguard against this. Read the transcript here and read our briefing here. 
 

For the latest news from our Wales office, follow @LawSocWales on Twitter. 
 

 

 

Our work in Wales, Brussels and beyond 
 

 

 

  

 

 

Wales 
 

Members of the Senedd: We met with Rhys ab Owen MS, Plaid Cymru justice 
spokesperson, Ken Skates MS and Rhianon Passmore MS to discuss the Law 
Council of Wales. 
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Criminal Legal Aid Review: Sir Christopher Bellamy visited Wales this week and met 
with us and criminal practitioners for Welsh-specific views. 
 

Thomas Commission: We briefed Members of the Senedd ahead of First Minister's 
Questions, where a question was raised regarding the Thomas Commission. 
 

For the latest news from our Wales office, follow @LawSocWales on Twitter. 
 

 

Brussels 
 

 

Lobbying in the EU: We attended the transparency register working group meeting 
to discuss new lobbying regulations in Brussels. 
 

For the latest news from our Brussels office, follow @LawSocBrussels on Twitter.  
 

 

International 
 

 

Transatlantic legal ethics: I attended a two-day conference which brought together 
practitioners from the US and UK to discuss the pressing legal ethics and professional 
regulatory issues facing each country’s lawyers and law firms. 
 
Doing Legal Business in Indonesia: We launched our Doing Legal Business in 
Indonesia guide at a webinar in which we also presented our international strategy for 
engagement and market access in the region. 
 
IBA mid-year meetings: We took part in the IBA Council meetings, Bar Issues 
Committee Open Forum and Bar Executives Committee. 
 

CPTPP opportunities: We attended a webinar on the opportunities for professional 
services in the Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific 
Partnership (CPTPP). We raised the issue of legal services in the CPTPP, noting that 
a challenge for trade in professional services – including legal services – is that many 
of the barriers are 'behind the border'. 
 

Technical trade and the profession: We attended the Professional Business 
Services Council's Technical Trade Group meeting. This discussion covered issues 
relevant to our membership include the EU TCA, Recognition of Professional 
Qualifications bill and developments in domestic regulation and digital trade. 
 

Digital and data: We attended the TechUK Digital Conference to further develop our 
international strategy in digital and data. We also attended the European Services 
Forum’s regular Digital Trade Taskforce meeting. 
 

For the latest news from our international office, follow @LSInternational on Twitter.  
 

 

 

Did you see last week's Professional Update?  
 

For the latest on our new guidance for supporting junior lawyers through the 
flexible return to the office, how the UK-India Enhanced Trade Partnership could 
liberalise India's legal sector, and international lawyer applications for SQE 
exemptions: 
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> Go to Professional Update 
 

 

 

My LS 

  
Register with My LS to see content 
tailored to your practice and interests. 
 
Registering will also help 
you understand the benefit to your 
constituents. 
   

> Register with My LS 
  

 

 

Find a Solicitor  
 

If you have a client who needs advice 
in a practice area other than your own, 
our Find a Solicitor service is available 
so they can identify a legal 
professional who can help. 
   

> Visit Find a Solicitor 
  

 

 

 

This is a service message from the Law Society. View our privacy policy. To unsubscribe from this type of email, click here. To 
opt out of all Law Society email please contact us at TheSupportCentre@LawSociety.org.uk or on 020 7242 1222. 

 

 

Address: The Law Society, 113 Chancery Lane, London, WC2A 1PL. Tel: 020 7242 1222 
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