
Subject: President’s Update 23.11.2020 
 

Dear colleague, 

Your weekly Law Society update 

As the professional body for solicitors, every week the Law Society is working hard to 
influence the legal and regulatory environment on behalf of our profession and to 
promote solicitors at home and abroad. We support practice excellence, are an 

informed source of legal sector news and support members at every stage of their 
career. 

Website 
  
Our new website and the new My LS are now live. Please register to see content tailored to your practice 
and interests. Thanks to all members who have fed back during development. Feedback is still welcome. 
Registering with My LS will also help you understand the benefit to your constituents. 
  
Find a Solicitor Service 
 
Whilst the Law Society is not able to give legal advice, if you have a client who needs advice in a practice 
area other than your own, our Find a Solicitor service is available to help them find a legal professional who 
can help. They can use the service by visiting solicitors.lawsociety.org.uk or by calling 020 7320 5650. 
   
We have been in the media this week to promote the role and value of the profession in these 
difficult times 
 
The Times (£) reported on the news revealed by the Law Society of Ireland last week that it would prevent 
thousands of our lawyers from practising Irish and by extension, EU law. 
I described the move as a “huge disappointment”, adding that we will “consider the changes in depth”. 
  
The Times article also quoted our head of international Mickaël Laurans saying the new guidance on 
practising certificates “creates as many questions as it intends to answer, with a number of potential 
unintended consequences”. He added that London has “expressed disappointment that we were not 
informed in advance of publication, as some of these issues could have been solved then and we now are 
less than 50 days away from the end of the transition period”. 
  
Global Legal Post, Legal Cheek, Irish Legal News, Scottish Legal and Legal Week all report the same story 
– initially revealed by the Gazette last week. 
  
The Guardian and Yahoo Money covered concerns that the abrupt end to the stamp duty holiday in March 
2021 will create problems for the housing market. 
  
I said: “The end of the stamp duty land tax holiday coincides with the busy Easter holidays period – a 
popular time to move - and the end of the help-to-buy scheme in its current format. 
  
“An extension to the SDLT holiday deadline, or introducing appropriate transitional arrangements, would 
help release the growing pressure on the conveyancing system that is being experienced by buyers and 
sellers [as well as solicitors].” 
  
The Gazette reported the first known public sector body response to a government-commissioned probe 
into judicial review (JR), noting local government lawyers said the JR regime is fit for purpose. Elsewhere, 
the Financial Times (£) and News Groove provide a wide sweep of responses to the panel seeking views 
on JR. 
 
I said: “We are against coming to any snap decisions after a review which has been very short in its 
timeframe and is on a very serious subject.” 
  
Vice president I.Stephanie Boyce is in the Black Powerlist 2021 reported the Daily Mail. She features in the 
politics, law and religion section. Also in the Mirror. 
  
The Gazette covered the IBA’s annual conference, which discussed challenges to the rule of law. I said: 
“There is a danger that, under the guise of emergency, we are at greater risk now more than ever from 
challenges to the rule of law.” 
  
The Gazette examined the government’s latest courts recovery plan to tackle the growing backlog, 
including recruiting staff, using Nightingale Courts, maximising judicial sitting time. 
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The Law Society welcomed these efforts, but I said HMCTS must make maximum use of normal court 
hours and the existing estate before introducing more drastic measures. 
  
Stuart Nolan, chair of our criminal law committee, was on BBC Radio Northampton (from 07.11) ahead of 
the opening of a Nightingale Court in the town later this month. He spoke about the backlog of cases in the 
criminal courts, exacerbated by the pandemic and the resulting impact this is having on access to justice 
for defendants, victims and witnesses. 
  
New Law Journal reported the Law Societies’ Compact & Forum for Sustainable Development Goal 16 
(SDG-16) has launched this week and is hosted and coordinated by the Law Society of England Wales, the 
World Bank Legal-Vice Presidency, LAWASIA and others. The forum will pursue SDG-16, which includes 
building effective, accountable institutions and access to justice for all. 
  
Inside Conveyancing noted the Law Society and the Chartered Institute for Legal Executives have 
recognised the potential for digital identity verification tools to provide a secure means of identifying parties 
to a transaction. 
  
Thomson Reuters examined how the pandemic could teach us how to develop new approaches to 
nurturing, retaining and promoting women lawyers. 
  
Former Law Society president Christina Blacklaws said: “The refrain that I am constantly hearing from law 
firm leaders is that they have implemented more changes at their firms in 2020 than in the past five years. 
Necessity is truly the mother of invention and usually conservative lawyers have been forced to do things 
differently by the situation.” 
  
Police Oracle (£) covered Law Society concerns about police forces withdrawing from facilitating remote 
remand hearings. 
  
I’m quoted: “Safety of all court users must be the overriding priority during the COVID-19 pandemic. At a 
time when we are all being asked to minimise our social contact, it is counter intuitive that we may be 
replacing video hearings with a substantially increased requirement for physical attendance in courts. 
  
“In particular, we have deep concerns about the safety of cells – they are often cramped and unventilated, 
with chairs bolted to the floor making social distancing next to impossible – and we feel that solicitors, 
many of whom are vulnerable due to their ageing demographic, are being asked to take an unnecessary 
risk when there is a safer alternative available. 
  
“News of coronavirus outbreaks in prisons and courts does little to quell the alarm. It is vital that we avoid 
doing anything which increases the risk of transmission by unnecessarily forcing people into close 
proximity with each other.” 
  
Both the Law Society and SRA have provided reassurance to solicitors ahead of the practising certificate 
renewal deadline, reports the Gazette. 
  
The Law Society has clarified "that if members or firms have already submitted a renewal application no 
further action is required". 
  
Ian Bond, from our wills and equity committee, was among practitioners discussing views on the probate 
service expressed at a recent Westminster Hall debate, in Today’s Wills & Probate. 
  
“The service we see now, in the midst of a pandemic, is not representative of what it would be without the 
restrictions of lockdown. The new systems allow HMCTS to keep processing applications in a way and in a 
volume that they would not be able to on the old system during lockdown,” he said. 
  
Both Irish Legal News and Scottish Legal News cover a Gazette piece about legal aid lawyers suffering 
stress due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
Justice 
   
Commercial and technology law 
  
Raising standards for tax advice 
The UK government has published a Summary of Responses and Next Steps from the call for evidence on 
raising standards in the market for tax advice. As a first step towards raising standards, the government will 
consult on requiring tax advisers to hold professional indemnity insurance and how to define tax advice. 
We called for the government to focus on the unsupervised sector of the market, and are pleased that our 
suggestions on mandatory professional indemnity insurance for the unsupervised sector and being mindful 
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of double-regulation were taken on board. Our response complemented our guidance for solicitors advising 
on tax, which was published prior to the consultation response.  
  
Notification of uncertain tax treatment by large businesses 
UK government announced the implementation of the new requirement for large businesses to notify 
HMRC of uncertain tax treatments will be delayed until April 2022 to allow more time to get the policy and 
legislation right following the recent consultation. We responded to this consultation in August 2020, and 
are pleased that our recommendations for further discussion on this complex issue and a longer 
implementation period were taken on board by HMRC. 
  
Regulation and Economic Crime 
  
SQE  
The LSB has approved the SRA’s final application for the amendments to the regulatory arrangements 
related to the introduction of the Solicitors Qualifying Examination (SQE) in autumn 2021. The Law Society 
responded to this application setting out points around equality, diversity and inclusion, particularly around 
disability access. These points have been addressed in the LSB’s decision notice. 
  
A full briefing is on the Law Society’s website: https://www.lawsociety.org.uk/topics/news-articles/legal-
services-board-decision-on-the-sqe 
 
SQE Transitional arrangements  
Following on from discussions between the SRA and the Education and Training Committee, the SRA 
have updated their transitional arrangements to allow for the delay in A level results in 2021, recently 
announced. For those wishing to take a qualifying law degree (QLD) or an exempting law degree (ELD) 
and be covered by the transitional arrangements, they must now have accepted an offer of a place or paid 
a non-refundable deposit on or before 21 September 2021. In most cases, the course must start before 31 
December 2021. https://www.sra.org.uk/students/sqe/transitional-arrangements/  
  
This extra time is important as it removes any restrictions on choice in relation to the route a student can 
take to qualification, which would otherwise disproportionately affect those students who are going through 
clearing, who may find it more difficult to enter the profession and may face additional barriers. 
  
Parliamentary 
   
Law Society evidence referenced in International Trade Committee Japan report 
  
On Thursday the International Trade Committee published a report on its inquiry into the UK-Japan 
Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement, to which the Law Society submitted evidence. The Law 
Society is referenced several times at the top of the services section, being the only non-Government body 
referenced on MRPQ.  
  
The committee welcomed the signing of the agreement, saying their evidence indicates it has generally 
had a positive reaction from a range of business sectors due to the continuity and certainty it brings. The 
committee also notes that scrutiny of this agreement has focused on the difference between the previous 
EU-Japan relationship, and the new CEPA. As “future agreements will be much less of a known quantity 
than this one,” and as “they are likely to be significantly more controversial,” the committee pledges to 
undertake scrutiny of future agreements on “their own merits.” 
  
President meets with International Trade Minister  
  
On Wednesday I met with international trade minister Greg Hands to highlight the importance of being 
ambitious on legal services in FTAs. 
  
The minister later tweeted about the success of the meeting,  observing that legal services is a hugely 
important sector to the UK and that the law of England and Wales is used round the world. 
 
The meeting followed a high-level discussion between our head of international and government 
colleagues from across the Asia Pacific region which highlighted how we are working with government to 
ensure that the voice of the legal profession is heard in these negotiations and other discussions on market 
access.  
  
Diversity & Inclusion 
   
What does it feel like to be a black and Ethnic minority solicitor in today’s profession? 
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“Race for Inclusion: the experiences of black and Ethnic Minority solicitors” research report launch 
event – 9 December, 16.00-18.00pm 
 
The Law Society will present its findings from quantitative and qualitative research it has conducted to 
better understand the experiences of black and ethnic minority solicitors. 
You are invited to join the launch event and hear from the researchers who will share the key themes 
emerging from the research. We have also assembled a range of experts to dissect and discuss the 
findings and we are also keen to hear your views and insights. Based on recommendations from the report 
the Law Society will present its next steps and the formulation of a race action plan to support members 
and provide practical support to firms. Book your place  
 
We stand as allies to our trans and non-binary colleagues 
  
The Law Society issued a statement from all our office holders and CEO Paul Tennant for Trans 
Awareness Week. The statement highlighted that the Law Society stands as an ally to trans and non-
binary lawyers. We are proud to have you within the profession and stand with you in seeking equality and 
acceptance. 
Read the statement 
 
Legally Disabled?: The impact of COVID-19 on the employment and training of disabled lawyers in 
England and Wales 
  
Legally Disabled: The Career Experiences of Disabled People in the Legal Profession (January 2020) 
identified that the most requested, and refused, reasonable adjustment for disabled lawyers was remote or 
home working. 
  
Covid-19 has required everyone to work in this way and this is predicted to continue which has meant new 
opportunities for disabled people, and the profession, to shape a more inclusive working environment. 
  
This new research in collaboration with us and the Legally Disabled team captures people’s experiences 
during the pandemic.  
  
Join us to discuss the findings at an upcoming roundtable on Thursday 26 November, 12.30pm to 2pm 
Read the report and get in touch to attend the roundtable 
  
Instagram Live event for Disability History Month, 27 November 
 
Join Demi Rixon and Anna Vroobel, members of our lawyers with disabilities division committee, on Friday 
27 November at 12:00 will take part in an Instagram live event discussing how disability is portrayed in 
wider society and how these portrayals impact disabled people working in the legal profession. 
  
The discussion will include how and why individuals and employers should change their mindset and 
depiction of disability, imposter syndrome and the different models used to depict disability.  
Follow us on Instagram to join us 
  
Disability History Month Quiz, 3 December  
  
Join us on Thursday 3 December at 19:00 for a free virtual quiz to mark International Day of People with 
Disabilities. Learn about the Legally Disabled research, meet our Lawyers with Disabilities Committee and 
have fun celebrating Disability History Month with us.  
Book your place 
  
Our work internationally 
   
We are consulting with members on our response and next steps following the announcement by the Law 
Society of Ireland that “Irish qualified solicitors who are based in England and Wales and are seeking a 
practising certificate from the Society will not be entitled to a practising certificate”. If you would like more 
information, please contact international@lawsociety.org.uk. 

  
Update from our Brussels office 
 
On Thursday 19 November, Helena Raulus, head of office chaired the BBUKOO legal issues task force 
meeting. The topic was public procurement with guest speakers Lauren Boag from UKMIS to the WTO and 
Peter Bennett, UK Cabinet Office. 
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 Kind regards, 
  
David Greene  
President 
The Law Society, 113 Chancery Lane, London. 
WC2A 1P 

 

 


