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Dear colleague, 
 

I hope that you've been able to enjoy the sunshine and get out 
and about a little now that lockdown restrictions have started 
to ease. 
 
Together with others at the Law Society, I've been having 
conversations with the government regarding promoting 
economic growth. 
   

 

Since June 2020, we've been running our Reset, Resilience and Recovery campaign to help 
members bounce back from the impact of the pandemic on their practices and to communicate 
to government the role solicitors will play in promoting wider recovery across the economy. 
 

We're now beginning to look ahead to the next phase of the campaign, to take into account the 
challenges members will be facing in the coming months – such as managing the return to 
office-based working, continuing to help those firms that are struggling, and looking to shape 
the future of legal services. 
 
We want to make sure we're addressing your needs and providing you with the support you 
require, so if you've any thoughts on how we can do this in the future, please do get in touch. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Stephanie  
 

 

 

President's diary  
 

 

Coming up next week 

Monday: I have an introductory call with Kevin Sadler, CEO of HM Courts and Tribunals 
Service. 
 

Tuesday: I'm joining a meeting of the Transforming Women's Leadership in the Law Advisory 
Board to address the structural barriers and advocate cultural change needed at the 
organisational level for women to succeed and advance in the legal industry. 

Friday: I'm having a call with Sarah Chambers, chair of the Legal Services Consumer Panel. 
 

 

Media round-up 

 

We were in the media last week to promote 
the role and value of the profession in these 
difficult times. 
   

> Download media round-up 
  

 

 Lines to take 

 

If you're speaking on behalf of the Law 
Society, please use our latest position on 
issues. 
   

> Download lines to take 
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Our work with parliament 
 

 

  

 

Law Society referenced in report stage of National Security and 
Investment Bill  
 

On 15 April, the Lords report stage of the National Security and Investment Bill took place. 
 
We provided briefs to peers and four amendments based on our proposals were tabled. During 
the sitting, we were mentioned four times by three different peers. 
 
Ultimately none of the backbench amendments we supported were pushed to a vote. However, 
two government amendments that we gave our support to were accepted. 
 
These amendments introduce a requirement for the government to report annually on the 
average time taken to give a decision on mandatory and voluntary notifications made under the 
new regime. 
 

Our evidence reported on by APPG on Trade and Export Promotion  

 

On Wednesday, the All Party Parliamentary Group on Trade and Export Promotion published 
its review of trade strategy, which we gave evidence to. 
 
Our evidence, which is replicated in full, covers the important role legal services plays in 
international trade, and what liberalisations for this important sector trade negotiations should 
seek. 
 
Our evidence is reflected in the report’s recommendations, which advises government to 
produce 'a coherent sub-strategy on trade in services covering the spaces in which the 
government is expecting to play an active role in further trade liberalisation'. 
 
For the latest developments and debates in parliament and across Whitehall, read our latest 
Parliamentary Report. 
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Our work with regulators 
 

 

Our response to the LSB’s discussion paper on quality indictors  

 

We responded to the Legal Service's Board (LSB) paper on quality indicators saying that 
regulators should exercise their powers to ensure that consumers can have confidence in the 
quality of a regulated provider's legal services, rather than leave it to consumers to assess 
quality on their own. 
 
Identifying meaningful quality indicators for consumers within the legal sector presents 
challenges. As such, the regulatory system and minimum entry standards should provide 
assurance around the quality of legal advice. Improving awareness of these among consumers 
should be a crucial part of developing the overall strategy on quality indicators. 
 
Professional ethics and proxies for quality such as independence, honesty, integrity, 
confidentiality, and not acting when there is a conflict of interest, should also be integral parts 
of quality measures, so that the public can maintain trust and confidence in the profession and 
the justice system. 
 
Given our strong interest in quality of legal services and high professional standards, including 
our own accreditations, we'd be pleased to share our expertise in these areas and work with 
the LSB and other stakeholders to explore the most helpful quality indicators for consumers. 
 

 

Our work in Wales and beyond 
 

 

 

  

 

 

Wales 
 

 

Legal Wales Board: Richard Jones attended a Legal Wales Board meeting – topics of 
discussion included the Legal Wales Conference and the Law Council of Wales. 
 



Membership and Communications Committee: Jonathan Davies and Mark Evans, chair of 
the Wales Committee, attended the Membership and Communications Committee to provide a 
Wales update. 
 
Lawtech: Richard Jones met with the Cardiff Law Society lawtech group and Welsh 
government officials. 
 

For the latest news from our Wales office, follow @LawSocWales on Twitter. 
 

 

Brussels 
 

 

Data adequacy:  
Ellen Robinson, trainee solicitor, attended the European parliament's Committee on Civil 
Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs (LIBE) debates on data adequacy. 
Our Brussels office has published an update on where we are on data adequacy decisions for 
the UK.  

Lugano Convention: As part of our effort to bring a positive conclusion to the UK accession to 
the Lugano Convention, our Brussels office has written to members of the JURI, IMCO and 
EMPL parliamentary committees to urge them to hold public hearings on the matter. 
 
You may also be interested in my blog that considers the stakes for access to justice if the UK 
is unable to re-join the Lugano Convention. 
 

For the latest news from our Brussels office, follow @LawSocBrussels on Twitter.  
 

 

International 
 

 

Ministry of Justice virtual trade mission to Africa: On 22 April, I spoke as part of a panel at 
the Ministry of Justice virtual trade mission on the implications of the Africa Continental Free 
Trade Agreement for trade and lawyers. 
 
I highlighted the importance of open jurisdictions and the benefit that they have on local 
economies. I also highlighted the implications that COVID-19 has had on international trade 
disputes. 
 

For the latest news from our international office, follow @LSInternational on Twitter. 
 

 

Did you see last week's Professional Update?  
For the latest on our position on the National Security and Investment Bill, my podcast with 
Georgia Dawson, senior partner at Freshfields, to discuss her journey to leadership, and our 
parliamentary briefing on the Overseas Operations (Service Personnel and Veterans) Bill. 
   

> Go to Professional Update 
 

 

My LS 

Register with My LS to see content tailored 
to your practice and interests. 
 
Registering will also help you understand the 
benefit to your constituents. 
   

> Register with My LS 
  

 

 Find a Solicitor  
If you have a client who needs advice in a 
practice area other than your own, our Find a 
Solicitor service is available so they can 
identify a legal professional who can help. 
   

> Visit Find a Solicitor 
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