
Subject: President’s Update 22.06.2020 
 

Dear colleague, 

Your weekly Law Society update 

As the professional body for solicitors, every week the Law Society is working hard 
to influence the legal and regulatory environment on behalf of our profession and to 
promote solicitors at home and abroad. We support practice excellence, are an 
informed source of legal sector news and support members at every stage of their 
career. 

 

#Solicitorspirit 
 
We have promoted our new campaign to highlight the great work the profession has been doing for 
clients and the community during the pandemic. You can read more here. 
The latest twitter messages, including member comments and video are here 
Please encourage your constituents to share their stories. 
 
Practising fee consultation 
 
You will know that we are communicating with members about our proposed reduction in our portion of 
the practising fee. 
The detail is here     A Gazette article from Paul Tennant explains more 
 
We have already received more than twice as many responses than last year and the consultation 
remains open until July 10.  Please encourage your constituents to respond. 
 
Public Law 
 
Family  
We have briefed MPs ahead of committee stage of the Divorce, Dissolution and Separation Bill in the 
House of Commons on Wednesday 17 June. Our briefing continues to highlight the need to ensure that 
the notice period only begins when the respondent receives the divorce application, rather than when the 
divorce is applied for, thereby allowing both parties sufficient time to seek legal and financial advice 
before their divorce is granted. We also proposed an amendment to ensure parties are safeguarded 
where a pension sharing order has been made.   
  
We submitted a response to the Joint Committee on Human Rights as part of its call for evidence on the 
Bill. We highlighted the potential for issues under article 14 of the Human Rights Act 1998 due to 
women’s lower resilience to financial risks. 
 
Justice 
   
Legal Aid 
We submitted a supplementary response to the Ministry of Justice’s consultation on Accelerated Items 
which were brought forward ahead of the Criminal Legal Aid Review report. In the response we raise 
concerns about the reduction in the value of the package due to the drop in activity in the system 
following the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak. We also emphasise the urgent need for additional 
support for legal aid solicitors in these extremely difficult times. We submitted a detailed response to the 
proposals in March, setting out why they are inadequate to address the problems faced by criminal 
solicitors. 
   
We responded to a Legal Aid Agency (LAA) consultation on increasing the number of Payments on 
Account that legal aid providers can apply for. We have been lobbying for this change since the beginning 
of the pandemic to assist with legal aid members’ cashflow. We welcomed the change but highlighted that 
it did not go far enough in dealing with the present crisis for the provider base and made additional 
suggestions for urgent changes.  
  
We have responded to an LAA consultation on amendments to the Civil Costs Assessment Guidance to 
reflect an agreement the LAA reached with HMCTS to take over assessments of non inter-partes legal aid 
costs. Up until now the LAA could only assess civil bills up to the value of £2,500 with higher value costs 
being assessed by the courts. In our response we expressed concern that the actual decision to remove 
the £2,500 limit was not subject to consultation and also flagged up potential conflict of interest issues 
where assessments are carried by the payer, and concerns about the lack of a proper independent 
appeals process. 
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New resource to help members with the probate service 
We have collectively worked with HM Courts & Tribunals Service (HMCTS), the Society of Trust and 
Estate Practitioners, Solicitors for the Elderly and the Institute of Chartered Accountants in England and 
Wales to produce a new document which aims to support legal professionals using the probate service. 
The document covers frequently asked questions relating to online applications; paper applications; IHT 
queries; and the process explained. 
https://www.lawsociety.org.uk/news/stories/new-resource-to-help-members-with-probate-applications/  
 
Courts reopening  

More courts continue to be reopened across England and Wales. HMCTS states that “each building that 
reopens has been individually assessed and will strictly follow public health guidance to ensure the 
protection and safety of all court users”. You can view the list here and also on our interactive map.  
  
Regulation 

Legal Ombudsman seeks engagement with Society 
As a result of the Law Society’s last two responses to LeO’s discussion paper on Transparency and 
Reporting Impact and the consultation on the OLC’s Corporate Strategy earlier this year, LeO has sought 
greater engagement with the Law Society to address member concerns and improve first-tier complaints 
handling by the profession. A working group from the Regulatory Processes Committee had an initial 
meeting with representatives of LeO this month to commence the engagement.    
 
Parliamentary 
 
On Tuesday and Wednesday the Corporate Insolvency and Governance Bill had its committee stage. The 
Law Society briefed peers ahead of the debate and put forward a suggested amendment in relation to the 
priority of moratorium and pre-moratorium debt which was tabled by Baroness Altmann. During the 
session, the Law Society’s briefing was mentioned seven times in the debate including favourably by Lord 
Bourne of Aberystwyth and Baroness Altmann.  
 
On Wednesday, in response to an amendment to the Private International Law (Implementation of 
Agreements Bill) tabled by Lord Wallace of Tankerness, Advocate-General for Scotland and Justice 
Minister Lord Keen announced that the Government would seek to ratify the 2000 Hague Convention on 
the Protection of Adults with regard to England and Wales, something the Law Society has been 
campaigning for.  When proposing his amendment during report stage of the Bill, Lord Wallace mentioned 
the Law Society and quoted a passage directly from our briefing. 
 
On Wednesday the Divorce, Dissolution and Separation Bill had both the Committee Stage and Third 
Reading in the House of Commons. The Law Society was mentioned seven times. The Bill will now go 
back to the House of Lords to consider amendments before getting Royal Assent 
 
We have been in the media this week to promote the role and value of the profession in difficult 
times 
   
The Gazette reported on our supplementary response to the criminal legal aid review ‘accelerated items’ 
consultation.  
  
I said: “We have made clear since the start of the pandemic that criminal legal aid firms are facing a triple 
whammy - immediate cashflow problems, short to medium term permanent loss of income and the pre-
existing crisis of sustainability. Unless the government addresses all three, there is a serious risk of 
widespread market collapse.” 
  
The Times (print), Solicitors Journal, the Press Association and New Law Journal cited statistics shared 
earlier this week that revealed 124 fewer criminal legal aid firms at the beginning of this month than in 
2019.  
  
I said: “If the criminal defence sector collapses, the government will be forced to rebuild it via a public 
defence service, which would cost the taxpayer far more and is not what a proper system of justice 
deserves.” 
  
The Voice also reported our call for immediate action to save the justice system. 
  
I said: “The Ministry of Justice must take action to address this extremely disturbing fall in the number of 
criminal legal aid law firms – a situation which is only likely to spiral in the current circumstances.” 
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The Times (£) looked at diversity in the legal profession in the wake of the renewed Black Lives Matter 
movement. The most recent figures from the Solicitors Regulation Authority (SRA) show that as of last 
July around 2.1 per cent of the profession identifies as black.  
  
I am quoted: “George Floyd’s death has placed sharp focus on racism around the world and it is important 
we use this difficult time to reflect on the actions individuals, firms and organisations can take to tackle 
discrimination.” 
  
Margaret Simpson, a local solicitor at Silk Law, wrote for the Northern Echo on how solicitors are helping 

separating couples during the Covid-19 lockdown in one of our legal columns. 

  

The Law Society, Bar Council and Chartered Institute of Legal Executives (CILEx) are releasing a series 
of video and blog interviews with members from each city whose Pride they were due to attend, to 
highlight the experiences of LGBT+ lawyers across the country, reports the New Law Journal.  I said: 
“Now more than ever, we must continue to take a stand. Around the world, the COVID-19 pandemic has 
had a significant effect on LGBT+ communities.” 
  
The Law Society has published guidance to assist firms to protect staff returning to the office – reported in 
the The Voice, New Law Journal and Legal Futures.  
 
Legal Futures reports the Law Society and Bar Council have urged the government to act on a report 
from MPs that would help lawyers who have fallen through the gaps of the coronavirus support schemes. 
It quotes me saying the report “adds weight” to its calls for action to help solicitors. 
I said “Many sole practitioners have been limited in their ability to secure government support due to the 
eligibility requirements of some schemes,”  
  
The Gazette reports that, according to Office for National Statistics data, the UK’s legal sector generated 
revenues of £3.3bn in April, 4.7% down on the previous month and 5.5% down on April 2019. The wider 
economy experienced unprecedented falls of over 20%. 
Also in Global Legal Post and Business Fast .  
  
The Gazette, New Law Journal, and Solicitors Journal reported on the final stages of the Divorce, 
Dissolution and Separation Bill – the legislation that will remove fault from the divorce process. 
  
I said: ‘The bill should be amended so that a final divorce order cannot be granted until the pension 
sharing order has taken effect. Pensions are often overlooked during the divorce process as couples can 
be focused on dividing other assets – such as the family home and shared bank accounts.” 
  
Elaine Richardson, a member of our family law committee, talked to Talk Radio (starts from 1:32 in the 

18:30 – 19:00 time slot) about the same subject.  

  

BBC Arabic carried an interview with Dr Marina Brilman, the Law Society’s International Human Rights 
Adviser about five imprisoned Egyptian lawyers who have been nominated by the Law Society for the 
Human Rights Award of the Council of Bars and Law Societies of Europe (CCBE). The interview was also 
featured on Facebook and Twitter. 
  
The Solicitor’s Journal and Australasian Lawyer reported on the Mayson review of the legal regulatory 

system. I said: “The immediate focus of policy makers should be thinking about how to make better use of 

the current regulatory framework, deliver effective public legal education, resource legal aid properly and 

ensure the survival of the vulnerable parts of legal services.” 

Aimey Sherwood, from our diversity and inclusion team, reflected on the Women in Law Pledge on its one 
year anniversary in the Gazette. 
  
The Daily Mail looks at the dogs trained to sniff out Japanese knotweed. Sellers must declare if their 
property is affected by the invasive plant on our TA6 forms. 
 
International Update 
  
On 17 June I gave the introductory keynote address at the International Bar Leaders Symposium 
organised by the German Bar Association (DAV). The seminar was attended by leaders of several Bar 
Associations and Law Societies around the world. My speech focused on opportunities and challenges 
ahead for lawyers and law firms amid the Covid-19 crisis, technological progress, new and emerging 
business models. 
 
UK Launches Trade Negotiations with Australia and New Zealand 
The UK published its negotiation objectives for trade agreements with both Australia and New Zealand on 
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Wednesday 17 June, with talks for each agreement beginning shortly. Read the overview and the 
Ministerial Statement online.  
 
The Law Society supports these discussions as a means of furthering the strong ties between our nations 
and benefiting our legal professions. We have been engaging with members and stakeholders in the lead 
up to these announcements.  
 
We welcome the UK’s Objectives to “enhance the ability of professionals in key areas of UK strength, 
such as accountancy, audit and legal services, as well as engineering and architecture, to move more 
easily and support the facilitation of recognition of professional qualifications in priority industries such as 
these.” 
 
I was also delighted to read the Press Release from the Law Council of Australia that noted that 
“removing restrictions on trade in legal services would better facilitate and underpin two-way trade across 
all goods and services sectors” including through promoting mutual recognition. 
 
We look forward to continuing to work with our members and counterparts in Australia and New Zealand 
as these discussions progress. 
 
If you are interested in our work in Australia and New Zealand please contact Catherine Brims 
at  asia@lawsociety.org.uk 
  
Update from our Brussels Office 
 
Helena Raulus chaired the British Chamber of Commerce EU Diversity and Inclusion group meeting. This 
group discusses how to include diversity and inclusiveness in the every day activities in the Chamber.  
    

  
As always, please feel free to share this update with your constituents 

 

  
Kind regards, 
  
Simon 
  
Simon Davis 
President 
The Law Society, 113 Chancery Lane, London. 
WC2A 1P 
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