
Subject: President’s Weekly Law Society Update 22 July 2019 
 
Dear colleague, 
 
Your weekly Law Society update 
  
As the professional body for solicitors, every week the Law Society is working hard to influence the legal 
and regulatory environment on behalf of our profession and to promote solicitors at home and abroad. We 
support practice excellence, are an informed source of legal sector news and support members at every 
stage of their career. Here are some highlights from this week. 
  
Influencing on behalf of the profession and promoting the profession 
  
The Law Society’s media profile this week 
  
This week I appeared on Sky News’ Ian King Live. The wide-ranging interview covered the economic value 
of legal services, the impact of a no-deal Brexit, progress on the Law Society’s work to prevent probate fee 
hikes and access to justice in relation to court fees. 
 
The Mirror reported the number of agency staff working in HM Courts and Tribunals Service has risen by 
67%. I’m quoted: “Properly trained, knowledgeable clerks perform an invaluable role especially for 
vulnerable and unrepresented appellants. If this requirement cannot be met there may be grave 
implications for our system of justice." 
 
The Independent and Yahoo News reported that the Home Office is under fire for outsourcing visa 
processing. I said: “We have been raising the alarm on systemic problems in UK visa and immigration for a 
long time now and outsourced services have been a can of worms from the very start.” 
 
The Gazette, Guardian and Times reported on the Law Society's joint submission to the UN on the erosion 
of the rule of law in Turkey. 
“Judges’ and prosecutors’ independence have been systematically undermined in Turkey since the failed 
coup in 2016,” I said. “Hundreds of judges, prosecutors and lawyers have been arrested, detained and 
convicted on charges of terrorism without credible evidence." Read our press release and joint UN 
submission. 
 
The Gazette covered the Law Society's updated guide for conveyancers, following the Dreamvar ruling. 
Read the refreshed Protocol.  
The Gazette ran a comprehensive report on July’s council meeting which saw me take over as Law Society 
president from Christina Blacklaws. 
 
Also in the Gazette, our Welsh policy adviser, Kay Powell, wrote on twenty years of Welsh devolution. 
 
The Gainsborough Standard, Worksop Guardian and Retford Guardian reported child protection cases in 
Wiltshire make up almost two thirds of the county’s civil legal aid costs. I said: “Make no mistake, 
swingeing cuts to legal aid mean more and more people have to fend for themselves without expert advice, 
legal problems are more likely to escalate.” Also on Spire FM. 
 
Legal Futures (not once but twice) plus Solicitors Journal covered a discussion of upcoming changes to 
regulation of the solicitors’ profession in a Law Society podcast. 
 
Today’s Wills & Probate covered probate delays. Ian Bond, chair of our wills and equity committee, says 
HMCTS has confirmed they hope to clear the backlog by September. 
 
Hanim Hamzah, regional managing partner at ZICOLaw, discussed her experience of working on the Law 
Society’s international women in law report in a comment for the Gazette. 
 
Thomson Reuters reported on the Law Society’s international symposium on gender equality in law. At the 
symposium, the Law Society launched the women in law pledge which encourages firms to improve 
gender equality in their business. 
 
The chair of the Junior Lawyers Division spoke to Legal Cheek about social mobility and SQE (Solicitors 
Qualifying Exam). 
 

Don’t forget you can read all Law Society press releases by clicking on this link. For live updates follow us 

on Twitter. 
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Legal and Regulatory Policy 

 

Legal Aid 

Our interim operational director of legal policy, Richard Miller, made a presentation to a fringe meeting at 
the synod of the Church of England in York on 8th July on the subject of the legal aid cuts. It is hoped there 
will be a debate on the floor of the Synod on the subject in 2020. 
 
Access to Justice 
Criminal Justice 
The justice team is working with the Criminal Law Committee and other crime practitioner groups to secure 
some early concessions from the Ministry of Justice (MoJ) ahead of the final report from the MoJ’s Criminal 
Legal Aid Review which is due at the end of 2020. 
 
The justice team also met with officials from the Legal Aid Agency (LAA) to discuss how the function of the 
LAA Civil Contract Consultative Group could be improved. 
 
Child Cases in the Family Court: interim reports 
The judiciary has published two interim reports from working groups put together by the president of the 
Family Division. The public law report looks at the huge impact that escalating numbers of care cases have 
on the welfare of judiciary, court staff, Cafcass officers, social workers, local authority lawyers and private 
practice lawyers. In evaluating this, the report considers the number of cases being escalated to 
proceedings that would previously have been managed by familial support from social services and dealt 
with outside of the court. The report considers whether cases could be safely diverted away from the 
courts. Several recommendations have been made and the children law subcommittee will issue a 
response. 
 
The private law interim report looks at how the child arrangement programme can be improved. This will 
take into account the unprecedented rise in cases going to court, the limited availability of legal aid for such 
cases and the consequential rise of LiPs. As with the public law report, recommendations have been put 
forward; the Family Law Committee will be issuing this response. 
 
Parliamentary 
 
The Courts and Tribunals (Online Procedure) Bill was debated at second reading in the Commons on 
Tuesday. The Law Society - and our arguments - were mentioned 9 times during the debate. The bill, 
which has already completed its passage through the House of Lords, will now progress to committee 
stage next week. 
 
The Domestic Abuse Bill was introduced into the Commons on Tuesday. The bill, previously published in 
draft, received pre-legislative scrutiny and is expected to return for its second reading in the Autumn. The 
Law Society will be briefing MPs ahead of the debate.  
 
Meetings 
This week I had introductory meetings with the following: 

 The chair and chief executive of the Legal Services Board 
 Dame Victoria Sharp DBE, president of the Queen's Bench Division 
 Lord Keen, advocate general for Scotland and justice spokesperson in the Lords 
 The attorney general and solicitor general 
 The lord mayor 

 
Our influencing work internationally 
 
On 17 July, Helena Raulus, head of the Brussels office, met with Christopher Deacon, partner from 
Stewarts to discuss Brexit and civil justice co-operation, in London 
 
Supporting members at every stage of their career   
 
Our new package of learning and development for people early in their careers is now live: 
One-to-one career advice - Wednesday 11 September 2019, London/Virtual - Morning session  
Location: The Law Society, 113 Chancery Lane, London, WC2A 1PL 
Are you in the early years of your career in law? How confident are you that you are marketing yourself 
effectively for new opportunities? Aimed at members up to 3 years post qualification, career experts can 
offer you guidance on what makes a great CV or application and give you a chance to practise your job 
interview techniques. Appointments are also available to discuss how to make a career/professional 
development plan and prepare for a career & professional development conversation with your manager. 
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Resilience and Wellbeing face-to-face workshop - Leeds - Tuesday 17 Sep 2019 
Location: Leeds Law Society, 62 Wellington Street, Leeds LS1 2EE 
This face-to-face one day workshop puts the focus firmly on your personal coping mechanisms. We 
demonstrate how to self-assess, manage emotional responses and deal with everyday stressors, so you 
can better deal with the pressures of your job. We will tackle anxiety and its causes, encourage positive 
thinking and you will leave with valuable skills for life. 
 
One-to-one career advice, London/Virtual - Morning session - Wednesday 18 Sep 2019 
Location: The Law Society, 113 Chancery Lane, London, WC2A 1PL 
(See above) 
 
Solicitor Judges' Division Seminar: Breaking Down Barriers - Tuesday 10 September 2019 
Location: The Law Society, 113 Chancery Lane, London, WC2A 1PL 
This autumn, the Solicitor Judges' Division is hosting a panel discussion on judicial diversity and how we 
can achieve it. 
 
The Law Society's Diploma in Local Government Law and Practice 2019-2020 
This self-study course has been tailored for trainee solicitors, solicitors, barristers and chartered legal 
executives who are committed to progressing in local government law and practice. The programme will 
cover the structure of local government law, local authorities and the courts and much more. Enrolment 
closes Friday 16 August, download the prospectus and secure your place today: 
www.lawsociety.org.uk/local-government-diploma-2019-20 
 
The Law Society is marching in more Prides than ever before – as #LegalPride, together with the Bar 
Council and CILEx to show a united legal profession in support of its LGBT+ members and LGBT+ rights. 
The vice president and deputy vice president marched in Birmingham, and will be doing the same in Leeds 
and Manchester (respectively). Sign up for Newcastle, Leeds, Manchester and Cardiff here 
 
Fiona Woolf lecture  - Thursday 12 September 2019 
Location: The Law Society, 113 Chancery Lane, London, WC2A 1PL 
This event is to celebrate the achievements of Dame Fiona Woolf and other inspirational women who have 
reached senior positions within the profession. 
 
Supporting practice excellence     
Some of our upcoming events are: 
Lexcel consultant training - Wednesday 11 September 2019  
Location: The Law Society, 113 Chancery Lane, London, WC2A 1PL 
This course provides an in-depth understanding of Lexcel England and Wales v6.1 and what evidence is 
required to meeting the standard requirements. 
 
Advocacy and the Vulnerable Training, London - Morning session -Thursday 1 August 2019 
Location: The Law Society, 113 Chancery Lane, London, WC2A 1PL 
The Advocacy and the Vulnerable Training was developed in conjunction with the Bar to help solicitor 
advocates and barristers strike the balance between advancing their client’s case effectively in court whilst 
ensuring vulnerable witnesses are not subjected to undue stress. 
 
Competition Section seminar: CPD compliance for Irish practising certificate holders -Tuesday 10 
September 2019 
Location: The Law Society, 113 Chancery Lane, London, WC2A 1PL 
This two-hour seminar will cover essential CPD requirements for Irish practising certificate holders, with a 
particular focus on the regulatory element of Irish professional development. 
 
Risk and Compliance autumn conference 2019: Mitigating risk in a changing regulatory landscape - Bristol 
-Thursday 12 Sep 2019 
Location: Mercure Bristol Holland House Hotel and Spa, Redcliff Hill, Bristol, BS1 6SQ 
In this popular one-day event speakers will provide invaluable advice for shaping the future of compliance 
in your firm and offer practical guidance to help you cultivate a best practice culture throughout your firm or 
department. The autumn conference will be held in Bristol. 
 
Compliance forum for COLPs/COFAs: SRA Standards and Regulations, London - Monday 16 September 
2019  
Location: The Law Society, 113 Chancery Lane, London, WC2A 1PL 
The Solicitors Regulation Authority (SRA) will be issuing new Standards and Regulations later this year 
which will replace the SRA Handbook. It will have a new reduced set of principles, two separate Codes of 
Conduct - an individual solicitor code and a firm code - and simplified Account Rules. This forum, aimed at 
COLPs and COFAs, will provide insight into the changes that you need to make. 
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Small Firms Annual conference 2019: Thursday 19 September, London and Thursday 3 October, Leeds  
We are delighted to announce that Joshua Rozenberg QC (hon) will be this year’s keynote speaker and 
will discuss changes in legal industry and the future for small firms.  Programme will also cover topics such 
as small firm business models, cost effective ways to market your firm and the latest updates from the SRA 
handbooks. Secure your place on or before Tuesday 3 September to save up to £50 
www.lawsociety.org.uk/small-firms-annual-conf-2019  
 
Keeping members up to date 
  
We have a number of newsletters for members. Below is a list, along with links for signing up to them. 
 

Newsletter Sign-up method 

Advocacy Update Update My Law Society preferences  

Anti-money Laundering Update Law Society newsletter page  

Campaigns newsletter https://www.lawsociety.org.uk/policy-

campaigns/campaigns/  

City Update Contact the City relationship management team  

Diversity & Inclusion Update Update My Law Society preferences  

In-house Forum Update My Law Society preferences  

International Update Law Society newsletter page  

Junior Lawyers Update 
Law Society newsletter page  

JLD sign-up page  

Legal Aid Update Law Society newsletter page  

Parliamentary report https://www.lawsociety.org.uk/policy-campaigns/public-

affairs/ 

Professional Update Law Society newsletter page  

Regional Update Contact your regional relationship management team  

Risk & Compliance Update Join the Risk and Compliance Service  

Small Firms Focus Contact the Small Firms Division  

Solicitor Judges Update Join the Solicitor Judges Division  

  
You can also register for the Gazette daily update here. 
 
Simon Davis 
President  twitter: @lawsocpresident                
The Law Society, 113 Chancery Lane, London WC2A 1PL        www.lawsociety.org.uk 
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