
Subject: President’s Update 22.2.2021 
 

Dear colleague, 

Your weekly Law Society update 

As the professional body for solicitors, every week the Law Society is working hard to 
influence the legal and regulatory environment on behalf of our profession and to 
promote solicitors at home and abroad. We support practice excellence, are an 

informed source of legal sector news and support members at every stage of their 
career. 

 
 
My LS 
  
Please register with My LS to see content tailored to your practice and interests. Registering will also help 
you understand the benefit to your constituents. 
  
Find a Solicitor Service 
 
Whilst the Law Society is not able to give legal advice, if you have a client who needs advice in a practice 
area other than your own, our Find a Solicitor service is available so they can identify a legal professional 
who can help. They can use the service by visiting solicitors.lawsociety.org.uk or by calling 020 7320 5650. 
 
We were in the media last week to promote the role and value of the profession in these difficult 
times 
 
In a letter to the Financial Times (£) I said that any reform of judicial review must ensure it continues to 
have the teeth to provide a check on the misuse of executive power, whichever the government of the day. 
I said: “It is this that will ensure the accountability of all public bodies. A mature democracy must be 
capable of dealing with tensions between lawmakers and those subject to the law.” 
  
Daily Mail, The National (Scotland), The Herald, Ilkley Gazette, Press and Journal, Liverpool Echo and 200 
other outlets reported that the profession is calling for “adequate” safety measures and “widespread 
testing” as we welcomed plans to open 14 more Nightingale courts, including a court in Manchester 
equipped to hear cases with multiple defendants in a Covid-secure environment. 
 
I said: “If action is not taken to increase capacity further in a meaningful and safe manner, case delays will 
continue to increase and more and more victims, witnesses and defendants will be denied access to 
justice.” 
  
I also spoke to the BBC TV News Channel about the growing crisis in the courts as the latest figures reveal 
there is now a backlog of more than 56,000 Crown court cases. I highlighted the long-term under-funding 
of the system, court closures from 2010-2019 and the fact that criminal defence solicitors have not had a 
fee rise for more than two decades. 
  
International Bar Association also looked at the courts crisis, citing our January call for a two-week closure 
of courts to review safety measures, and for video hearings to be the default option for Crown and 
magistrates’ courts. 
 
Stuart Nolan, chair of our criminal law committee, spoke to John Nicolson on Talk Radio (from 03:55 in the 
16:00 – 16:30 slot) about the rules around travel and quarantine and the penalties that people can face if 
they breach them. 
  
The Gazette reported new data showing the worrying state of the legal aid system. I called for a cash 
injection to stop “terminal decline” in the number of criminal defence firms. Read our press release 
  
The Gazette, Solicitors Journal and Legal Action Group noted that the Legal Aid Agency (LAA) has 
extended criminal legal aid contracts for one-year, delaying the tender round for new contracts, which was 
due to start in April. 
  
I expressed concern that the extension might mean a delay in changes recommended by the ongoing 
Independent Review of Criminal Legal aid. I said: “Hard-pressed practitioners are keen to see the review’s 
findings implemented as quickly as possible after its conclusion… There is a grave danger that when those 
changes come it will be too little too late.” 
  
New Law Journal reported there has been a steady decline in the number of criminal aid firms in the past 
decade. As of 1 February 2021, there were 1,109 firms holding a criminal legal aid contract, 752 fewer than 
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in 2011. I said: “It is alarming but not surprising to see the decline in the number of criminal legal aid firms 
over the past decade given the lack of government support they have received. 
  
The Gazette, Inside Conveyancing, Property Industry Eye and Estate Agents Today all reported our new 
campaign over the stamp duty land tax holiday deadline. I said: “Thousands of transactions and chains 
could collapse at the last minute, leaving consumers who had hoped to take advantage of the concession 
to move into their dream home instead stranded and saddled with unrecoverable costs for transactions that 
fell through. Urgent action needs to be taken to soften the cliff edge and protect home buyers and sellers 
from being out of the scheme, out of luck and out of pocket.” Read our release here and find out more 
about the campaign here. 
  
The Gazette Letting Agent Today, Property Investor and Inside Conveyancing reported our welcome of an 
extension of the ban on evictions to the end of March, while raising concerns about the longer term 
challenges for tenants. I said: “Eventually, fewer tenants will be protected by the ban and may become 
homeless, making it difficult to contain the virus. Funded early expert legal advice is vital to preventing 
unnecessary evictions and must continue to be available to all tenants alongside the mediation pilot, now 
deployed across all courts.” 
  
Inside Conveyancing covered the government’s draft rules for digital ID checks in the home buying 
process. Sarah Dwight, of our conveyancing and land law committee, said: “Conveyancing practitioners 
are the gatekeepers of the house moving process and such progress is to be welcomed.” 
  
I wrote in the Gazette that the Legal Services Board (LSB) must ensure its three-year strategy and 2021-
2022 business plan focus on keeping the wheels of the justice system turning by ensuring regulatory 
stability, which will help the sector recover, serve clients and uphold the rule of law. 
  
Legal Futures reported our call for the Legal Services Board (LSB) to account for the impact of the 
pandemic in its draft strategy and 2021-2022 business plan. I said: “The LSB is developing its strategy at a 
time of crisis in the justice system and the wider legal services sector. The key challenges include the 
social and economic impact of the pandemic, Brexit, and years of severe under-funding in the justice 
system, all of which are having a significant impact on the profession, clients and wider public confidence.” 
  
We called on the LSB to focus its strategy on promoting access to justice, ensuring regulatory stability and 
supporting a strong, independent and diverse profession. Read our press release 
  
The Times (£) carried an in-depth piece examining solicitors working as in-house counsel for companies 
and organisations. Our figures have shown that 66% of our in-house members work in commerce and 
industry and 27% work in the public sector. 
  
The BBC ran a piece summarising vice president I. Stephanie Boyce’s interview on BBC Radio 5 Live last 
week. She said: “If you cannot see it, you cannot be it and so for me, that’s why telling my story is 
important, so people know you can reach the top of your profession regardless of your background.” 
  
Legal Futures reported that we have joined the #10000BlackInterns initiative, which aims to help broaden 
career opportunities for young black people in the UK and address their underrepresentation across over 
twenty sectors, including the law. “We hope interning at the Law Society – or law firms signed up to the 
initiative – will open doors for aspiring young black talent and inspire participants to pursue a legal career,” 
I said. Read our press release 
  
Solicitors Journal noted the Law Society’s support for an overhaul of outdated marriage laws proposed by 
the Law Commission. I said: “This area of law has long been due an overhaul and the Law Commission’s 
review of marriage offers a much-needed opportunity to bring our marriage laws into the 21st century.” 
Read our press release 
 
Parliamentary 
 
Cancel the cliff edge – Law Society launches SDLT holiday campaign action 
  
The Stamp Duty Land Tax holiday is due to come to an abrupt end on 31 March, creating a cliff edge that 
could see thousands of transactions collapse at the last minute and home buyers left stranded and out of 
pocket. 
  
We believe urgent action needs to be taken to avert this cliff edge before the 31 March cut-off date. We are 
therefore launching a new campaign to highlight the potential for significant disruption in the property 
market and call on MPs and the Government to take action to avoid this cliff edge. 
  
We are asking members to take action by writing to their local MP using our quick and easy online tool – 
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please join our action and encourage your colleagues to do the same. 
 
Justice 
 
Guidance and best practice for court attendance and member safety in court and tribunal buildings 
 
Throughout the pandemic the Law Society has maintained that it is essential both for justice to continue to 
be delivered and that safety of both court users and those who work within the justice is prioritised. 
 
We want to assure you that safety remains a key priority for the Law Society. We strongly endorse the Lord 
Chief Justice’s statement that "no participant in legal proceedings should be required by a judge or a 
magistrate to attend court unless it is necessary in the interests of justice". In exercising that balance the 
judge must give safety priority. 
 
We have published updated guidance and best practice for court attendance and member safety in 
court and tribunal buildings which you can view here. 
 
This will be kept updated as and when new government guidance is published. 
 
Justice Week 
  
Many of the events taking place as part of Justice Week 2021 have now been finalised, and can be found 
on our website here. 
 
Justice Week is a partnership between the Law Society, Bar Council and CILEx, in which we aim to reach 
the wider public and build their support for access to justice and the rule of law. This year’s theme is 
“Rights and justice: the cost of COVID-19”, and members can help by promoting the week through their 
networks. 
  
The flagship event is our Thursday Justice Week Question Time panel, featuring Lord Sumption and 
hosted by BBC journalist Sangita Myska. Other key initiatives include a discussion of how forthcoming 
changes to the Mental Health Act will change the way our society deals with vulnerable people, on 
Wednesday 3 March, and for the third year running, our Big Legal Lesson with Young Citizens, in which 
schools sign up to teach a dedicated lesson plan on how the law affects us all. 
  
With all of our activity taking place online, we’re hoping to reach more people than ever before this year 
this year- you can help by using the Justice Week hashtag #JusticeWeek2021- and emailing your contacts 
to help spread the word. 
  
Independent Human Rights Act Review 
 
We held two roundtables with members to discuss the questions posed in the Independent Human Rights 
Act Review call for evidence. We were joined by expert practitioners from Top 50 City firms and firms with 
extensive experience of representing clients in human rights cases. The views gathered in these sessions 
will inform our submission to the Review. The deadline for submissions to the call for evidence is 3 March. 
 
Diversity and Inclusion 
 

 

LGBT History Month Speed Networking, Thursday 25 February 
  
Join us on Thursday 25 February from 6pm with our partners at Ince and BPP University Law School for a 
fantastic opportunity to network with LGBT+ solicitors from in-house and law firms, trainees, barristers and 
legal executives. 
  
Our event aims to help you build a network of LGBT+ legal professionals and to access positive, visible 
role models, as well as discussing important issues such as coming out at work.   
  
Book your place 

Survey: Experiences of LGBT+ lawyers and their allies 
  
To mark LGBT History Month (1 – 28 February) we have a survey to capture the experiences of the 
LGBT+ legal community and their allies. 
  
Our aim is to gain a better understanding of people’s daily lives, challenges and opportunities within the 
profession and to improve engagement and support for LGBT+ people in the profession. 
Please take 5-10 minutes to complete the survey before Sunday 28 February.   Take the survey 
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Update from our Brussels office 
   
On Wednesday 17 February, Helena Raulus, head of office, spoke about the services sector at the EPC 
webinar on EU-UK Track 2. The conference brought together senior representatives from think tanks and 
academia as well as opinion formers from both sides of the channel. The purpose of this in-depth 
exchange was to stimulate a range of concrete perspectives, ideas and recommendations for the new EU-
UK partnership. The webinar, therefore, focused on areas of cooperation that require long-term thinking 
and strategic positioning, such as trade in services, the US-EU-UK relationship, and a shared agenda on 
climate. 
 

 

Kind regards, 
  
David Greene  
President 
The Law Society, 113 Chancery Lane, 
London. WC2A 1P 

 


