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Dear colleague, 

Your weekly Law Society update 
 
As the professional body for solicitors, every week the Law Society is 
working hard to influence the legal and regulatory environment on 
behalf of our profession and to promote solicitors at home and abroad. 
We support practice excellence, are an informed source of legal sector 
news and support members at every stage of their career.  
   

 

 
Keeping business afloat 
 
In Professional Update and on social media we have launched our coronavirus (COVID-19) 
business continuity toolkit. This has already had over 3,700 views. 
 
We know from our survey work with members that business survival is a critical concern. In 
response we have produced this toolkit that law firms and practitioners could and should consider 
when looking at how to strengthen their business in these challenging times. It includes:  

• top tips for firms to preserve their cashflow 

• an online tool tool to determine your and your firm’s eligibility for government support 
measures 

• video-insight from managing partners and senior leaders on how to weather the storm 

Please take a look and share this widely.  
  
Rule of Law 
   
Domestic abuse 
In light of the significant increase in domestic abuse reports, we have pledged our support to the 
government’s new #YouAreNotAlone campaign to raise awareness of the support available. We are 
also calling for changes to the current legal aid requirements by making non-means tested legal aid 
available for domestic abuse cases, and relaxing the domestic abuse gateway regulations during 
the coronavirus outbreak. 
 
We also responded to new guidance for unrepresented applicants for an emergency injunction, 
highlighting that this presumed victims could find a safe space away from their abuser, and did not 
mention legal  aid. As a result of our intervention, the guidance was changed to include advice to 
applicants to tell the court if they are unable to take part in a hearing because they are living with 
their abuser, and on how to check whether they might be eligible for legal aid. 
 
Justice 
 
The senior judiciary has put out guidance on the use of remote technology in family and civil 
hearings: 
  
https://www.judiciary.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Message-to-CJJ-and-DJJ-9-April-2020.pdf 
  
We have secured further clarification from The Legal Aid Agency on the following issues:  

• Some relaxation of evidence requirements for private family law matters 

• submitting crime and civil claims for payment 

• guidance on working with contract management and accreditation 

• remote working at police stations, mental health tribunals and family hearings 

• guidance on working with clients and making applications 

• contingency arrangements for submitting exceptional case funding applications 
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https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-legal-aid-agency-contingency-
response?utm_source=legal_aid&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=legalaid_newsletter_04%2f1
6%2f2020 
  
Working with Government 
 
Our strong links with government departments and ministers mean that while we do not have all of 
the answers to your questions and issues ourselves, we are working with or lobbying government 
departments, regulators and others to provide them. We will keep you updated through all of our 
channels as we get the clarity we are seeking. 
  
You can see our latest influencing work here. These pages will be regularly updated. 
  
We have also published advice help and guidance for our members including: 
 
A dedicated Covid 19 hub on our website here  

• Dedicated e-mails to all of our members  

• Gazette news coverage  

• Social media updates  

You can see our latest advice and support here  
 
We have been in the media this week to promote the role and value of the profession 
in difficult times 
 
A Times story on the job retention scheme cited me announcing new guidance for law firms. I said: 
“There are widespread concerns over liquidity as firms face a dramatic plunge in income with work 
falling away.” 
  
The Financial Times (£) cited our guidance on conveyancing transactions, noting that if completion 
does not take place after contracts have been exchanged due to coronavirus, “the parties not 
completing will be in default”, in an article which provides helpful answers to pressing questions.  
  
Daniel Fitzpatrick, a member of our housing law committee, spoke with BBC Radio Solent (from 
3:24:28) about students’ rights around having to pay rent in private accommodation, despite not 
living there because of coronavirus.  
  
Melinda Giles, a member of our wills and equity committee, spoke to Talk Radio (starts from 07:00) 
about difficulties with signing wills due to the coronavirus lockdown.  
  
Max Winthrop, chair of the Law Society’s Employment Law Committee was on the Shelagh Fogarty 
show on LBC on Thursday from 3pm answering listeners’ questions on employment law and 
furloughing, in the light of changes to rules. 
 
Take a look too at the Gazette's special Gazette’s Lawyers in lockdown series with a range of 
different takes on being a solicitor working in these unusual circumstances. This week the series 
included my perspective. 
 
Please feel free to share this information with your members. Please stress that we have ongoing 
engagement with regulators and government and that these are fast moving issues. Encourage 
them to check our website and social media for the latest updates. 
  

 

 
Kind regards, 
Simon 
  
Simon Davis 
President 
The Law Society, 113 Chancery Lane,  
London. WC2A 1P 
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