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  Dear colleague, 

Your weekly Law Society update 

As the professional body for solicitors, every week the Law Society is 
working hard to influence the legal and regulatory environment on behalf 
of our profession and to promote solicitors at home and abroad. We 
support practice excellence, are an informed source of legal sector news 
and support members at every stage of their career.  
       

 
 
 

 

Support  for members 
 
We have asked what members need. We have surveyed over 1000 large, small and in house firms about 
the support their firms and individual solicitors need now. We are already making many courses and events 
that were previously at a premium free to access and we are developing new resources too. 
  
We have a range of free virtual events on topics such as business recovery, practice management and 
much more to give members the resources they need to navigate the impact Coronavirus (Covid-19) is 
having on them and their business. 
 
We know that some of our members are facing financial pressures during this time. We have already been 
offering targeted support, but we are now reducing renewal fees on CQS and initial fees for Criminal 
Litigation accreditations by 75% from June to December 2020. Those who renewed in April and May will 
receive an equivalent rebate. 
  
Those firms with a crime contract will also benefit from reduced Lexcel fees. We will be in touch directly 
with those concerned at renewal. 
 
#Solicitorspirit 
 
We want everyone to know the great work solicitors have been doing during the crisis. If you or your 
members have gone the extra mile for your community or your clients during the pandemic and have a 
story to tell, capture it on a brief video using your phone and post it on social using the hashtag 
#solicitorspirit. 
 
If you don’t use social media, just send your video to corporatecommunications@lawsociety.org.uk 
 
We will promote the best ones to the public and the profession. We are seeking out stories too, using our 
networks to encourage participation and will launching this to members to get involved at the end of the 
week. 
 
Justice 
 
The closure of courts and tribunals and cancellation of sitting days due to COVID19 has financially 
impacted some fee-paid judicial office holders including solicitors in fee-paid judicial roles. The Law Society 
has had ongoing discussions with the MoJ to ensure financial relief is offered to judicial office holders in 
need.  
  
We welcome the COVID19 hardship scheme for fee-paid judicial office holders, announced by the MoJ last 
week, which we hope will assist fee-paid judges affected by the current situation. Fee-paid judicial office 
holders, including many solicitor judges in courts and tribunals, are an important pillar of our justice system, 
essential to its efficiency and performance. It is vital that those who are suffering hardship as a result of the 
collapse in their income now are going to be helped to get through these current difficulties, so that they 
can continue holding their judicial role and help clear the backlog in the justice system when the current 
situation improves. 
 
We have been in the media this week to promote the role and value of the profession in difficult 
times 
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I have written on the Gazette that the legal aid sector is at risk, calling for action now. 
 
The Gazette reported on our call for more flexibility in the job retention scheme.  I said it would “help firms 
bring more people back to work and get the property market back up and running. We are continuing to 
make representations to the highest levels of government on this issue.” 
  
A Law Society working group, comprised of 14 firms, is cited by the Gazette, Roll on Friday and Legal 
Cheek as they report on plans being put in place for a return to offices. Also in the Financial Times (£). 
  
I wrote an article for the Gazette which provides an outline of the UK’s post-Brexit plans for the justice 
system and why we should join the Lugano Convention.  
  
“The Lugano Convention is not perfect and is not the fully bespoke agreement so many of us were hoping 
for at the outset. But it is better than nothing,” I argued.  
  
I was interviewed for ITV Granada about online hearings and the operation of the courts during lockdown.  
  
Ian Bond, chair of our wills and equity committee talked to the New York Times about the increase in 
demand for wills and difficulties with witnessing during the coronavirus pandemic.  
  
The (London) Times (£) meanwhile charts the history of the Wills Act in light of calls for modernisation. Ian 
Bond said that the Society is discussing several options for temporary reform with the Ministry of Justice, 
including relaxing the rules so that only one person needs to witness the signing.  
  
Wedding Ideas magazine quoted Gary Rycroft, a consumer law expert and chair of the Law Society’s 
digital assets working group, talking about weddings being allowed from June. He says: “It is good news 
that weddings will now be permitted from June and those who wish to take the plunge may do so. 
However, with many venues remaining closed and restrictions on the number of guests, many may still 
choose to postpone their big day.”  
  
Gary was also on BBC Money Box (starts from 11.32) about whether festival goers for a Portuguese 
festival are entitled to a refund if the event has been rescheduled, due to the coronavirus.  
 
Update from our Brussels office 
 
The Brussels office has been engaging in discussions with the UK Mission UK – EU negotiation and legal 
teams to discuss the legal services provision and Lugano Convention in the context of the new 
relationship.  
 
Disability in the legal profession virtual roundtables 
   
We are working with the Legally Disabled team to provide a practical and constructive overview of their 
research findings and recommendations. We’ll also be discussing actions and ‘easy wins’ to help 
organisations identify opportunities for improving disability inclusion. 
  
Get in touch with our lawyerswithdisabilities@lawsociety.org.uk  Lawyers with Disabilities Division to join us 
for the meetings listed below (content the same in both): 

• Tuesday 16 June, 12:30pm to 2pm 

• Wednesday 24 June, 4pm to 5:30pm   
  
Kind regards, 
  
Simon 
  
Simon Davis 
President 
The Law Society, 113 Chancery Lane, London. 
WC2A 1P 
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