
Subject: President’s Update 19.10.2020 
 

Dear colleague, 

Your weekly Law Society update 

As the professional body for solicitors, every week the Law Society is working hard to 
influence the legal and regulatory environment on behalf of our profession and to 
promote solicitors at home and abroad. We support practice excellence, are an 

informed source of legal sector news and support members at every stage of their   
career. 

  
Website 
 
Our new website and the new My LS are now live. Please register to see content tailored to your practice 
and interests. Thanks to all members who have fed back during development. Feedback is still welcome. 
Registering with My LS will also help you understand the benefit to your constituents. 
    
Find a Solicitor Service 
 
Whilst the Law Society is not able to give legal advice, if you have a client who needs advice in a practice 
area other than your own, our Find a Solicitor service is available to help them find a legal professional who 
can help. They can use the service by visiting solicitors.lawsociety.org.uk or by calling 020 7320 5650. 
 
We have been in the media this week to promote the role and value of the profession in these 
difficult times 
  
This week, as part of my inauguration interviews, I was featured in the Guardian talking about the issues 
facing solicitors, including rhetoric from the government denigrating “lefty human rights lawyers”. 
  
“These are lawyers doing their job, whether it’s in immigration or criminal defence work. They are 
upholding the law as it stands. Yet they are being criticised,” said David Greene. 
  
“We are in a febrile climate. We have huge uncertainties brought about by Covid-19. There is the added 
uncertainty over Brexit. We have to go back to basics: rule of law, access to justice and independence of 
the judiciary.” 
  
I also spoke to Sky Business about how the legal services sector is preparing for Brexit and why the 
government must avoid rhetoric which blames immigration lawyers for simply doing their jobs. 
  
And to the Times (£) about the issues facing solicitors, including rhetoric from the government denigrating 
“lefty human rights lawyers”. 
  
“Politicians should be careful in their words when in this particular atmosphere and have to avoid the 
rhetoric of blaming lawyers when solicitors and barristers are simply doing their jobs,” said David Greene. 
Also covered by Scottish Legal News. 
  
The Gazette reported on solicitor members of the Law Society being given the chance to vote on reforms 
of the organisation. 
  
Proposed reforms, passed at this week’s AGM – live streamed for the first time - included limiting council 
members’ tenures to 12 years and reducing the number of geographical constituencies. 
  
Legal Futures covered the same story. I’m quoted: “By this proposal the number of geographical seats will 
be reduced while increasing seats for others including in-house lawyers, junior lawyers and women. 
  
“In line with the democratic decision of the AGM we will now move quickly to enable members to vote on 
this important issue.” 
  
Solicitors Journal (£) and New Law Journal also ran stories about my inauguration. 
  
The Guardian covered lawyers’ claims that a threatened knife attack against an immigration solicitor was 
inspired by the government’s rhetoric. Outgoing Law Society president Simon Davis said: “We are 
monitoring the situation closely and urge both government and media to be mindful of the rhetoric they 
employ. The role of solicitors is to apply and uphold the laws set down by parliament and they have a right 
to do so on behalf of their clients without intimidation.” 
  
The Gazette,  Independent, Irish Legal News,  MSN, Yahoo News, World News, covered the same story. 

https://emailcc.com/collect/click.aspx?u=eUtCbHhMckZrY0VzSjFDbHgxeG1QRWovb2RuTUZvYzg0anlvcUw0dGhYRExZdDg4ZVZ0WC9GZmpkVzVnWmpNcm42bkkxMXFTRVFVYW5YQk80cVFZRnZnUHUrVWtRVmVpR2R2SVYwUkc1TldEVTllWEs4N04vT2lLOVVEOTM4a3dyRGpsY1JuVUY5QXIvRlQ5ZGVNaG5OSm9GTDk0WU01S0NsdWpCK2o5T3o2K2o1QVFlblE2bmNkcUdESmJYcUhycVpOWjdrcEtpQzFibmVxZ0ZSMWdLTGlyd2llckdraDg1WUgvK2Y1YjN4OD0=&rh=ff006b9e49064dfa5b3efba73646a794bb6edeb7
https://emailcc.com/collect/click.aspx?u=eUtCbHhMckZrY0VzSjFDbHgxeG1QRWovb2RuTUZvYzg0anlvcUw0dGhYRExZdDg4ZVZ0WC9GZmpkVzVnWmpNcm42bkkxMXFTRVFVQithZHA5NmFZeEJHNE1rNTBYUmROVEVVNVhDU2w4TXVrSUtwdnVVcERSeDUybFJiL1JTTEE2U0Y0cWEybG1wcTh0YndEcnNzcU1jbDdCQThhRCtnQm43bWJuakMrZG9nNHRBWkV0Sk9OSXZqTEJUSUhIbFFEb0cyMmF5c0N0ZnBuMllkeGFMaXpCbWJlRVEyMUduNWcvelg2ZHVNYXo2cz0=&rh=ff006b9e49064dfa5b3efba73646a794bb6edeb7
https://emailcc.com/collect/click.aspx?u=eUtCbHhMckZrY0VzSjFDbHgxeG1QRWovb2RuTUZvYzg0anlvcUw0dGhYQXFCZDl1YzRFR2tzNlNVM0FxTjVKTFZZWmg4YUd3WThvNC9VT05INHFnbkFRSUQ5TStwaWdnZ1dINE5MTDAvV3J2dkN6RGtxajhKRzNXRHF1YWtFcHArQkw4bWxkLzhpRzlGTlI2LzlJd016dDZKazg5UVVySg==&rh=ff006b9e49064dfa5b3efba73646a794bb6edeb7
https://emailcc.com/collect/click.aspx?u=eUtCbHhMckZrY0VzSjFDbHgxeG1QRWovb2RuTUZvYzg0anlvcUw0dGhYQW1yZ2lpcmlYMjNGeDVIK2JzVHdGbGxkM21zbFpsS2FERGowUVlFY2J1NDV3Z0phbStFcllxM2ljMENmVEtiTzU3eHVLT05WdE5yYklzMlFYWkU2QmhwM0s2ZG9yT3pJcmpiVW50Tk4vTmZKbzZSWGNjTVY2S1NhVUVoN1dBWVZ2aDdSQkdlTzJFdzR1N2RZMlhnUU9jRGdaVW9NSm1CTVk9&rh=ff006b9e49064dfa5b3efba73646a794bb6edeb7
https://emailcc.com/collect/click.aspx?u=eUtCbHhMckZrY0VzSjFDbHgxeG1QRWovb2RuTUZvYzg0anlvcUw0dGhYQW1yZ2lpcmlYMjNBYm4yQnlaR0UzSHRZSUZ3VnJlTys2ZWpGZm5GZ3lTUWQyQUVGZFBEdXZ6djhGZ0EvcVVYcFZ3dytIaDNNSDdDMFBqMnpjNFJkN0VITXlWTWFkc0FBZWhTcnRtRXdmb1FtREkxVGRaUzJvY2VBb2RWNGlOUVNUTEE2WERaVkRERk1YQ2dsRFhnejMwM2pwK1lRa1VKUTlZTU53SllCdW16V2ludG5GYzNUeDhuWGFLWndUcWVvRT0=&rh=ff006b9e49064dfa5b3efba73646a794bb6edeb7
https://emailcc.com/collect/click.aspx?u=eUtCbHhMckZrY0VzSjFDbHgxeG1QRWovb2RuTUZvYzg0anlvcUw0dGhYQXIyamZadVUrY3d3Q3pQSzErTi9zbFVNTk9Icnc5cko5cUc1SlMyMnczWU5ZSUp6Tit6anNUdFByOXU3ZmQ2UHdPNnJpdDFhZFlVVVZvVmdXdXJqbk4wME93cTRHV3N4VFBzZnJwb08wZ3lMZTFXUXFpZm9jZlV6VkljTnFkSUwrMmJGYTdjeFZqZEcyUzdRNnVxemg3aU5FcnlndTNES01BYldESnJKQ0JDdz09&rh=ff006b9e49064dfa5b3efba73646a794bb6edeb7
https://emailcc.com/collect/click.aspx?u=eUtCbHhMckZrY0VzSjFDbHgxeG1QRWovb2RuTUZvYzg0anlvcUw0dGhYRExZdDg4ZVZ0WC9QYy9TNUtaR01RY0w2Z0pmRENtbnVSOEJTZUtBRUl4WHVvVUI5cXhvVmkxczI2dG1Zakh5RHptMkFSN1NTVU5NK0dheEpCQldyeVhSSTU4SWFuRllLY3BRQ1Fyam9POURvSmVwZURFZk5Kb2laWkhjVWM1OElGSjRHU3dmcFJJRVE9PQ==&rh=ff006b9e49064dfa5b3efba73646a794bb6edeb7
https://emailcc.com/collect/click.aspx?u=eUtCbHhMckZrY0VzSjFDbHgxeG1QRWovb2RuTUZvYzg0anlvcUw0dGhYRExZdDg4ZVZ0WC9QNGdMK2wrbEdxUHJTN1hscmFZcjdUVXN6NE1jZGI5QTFGSy8wYWluRUo2Y1IxRDc3Q2locm4zWnRuLzI3SDRUa0VhS3lQRWJXS3NGOXNxanF2Z1R0Y0Z5N2VPWUJoU1ZZdDZqcEJYZDU0K09RcWRzemY4MElnPQ==&rh=ff006b9e49064dfa5b3efba73646a794bb6edeb7
https://emailcc.com/collect/click.aspx?u=eUtCbHhMckZrY0VzSjFDbHgxeG1QRWovb2RuTUZvYzg0anlvcUw0dGhYQXIyamZadVUrY3d3UUcxRlIyREhNNWV3NXB1UHdlWHdwdDlVak5qZlZDaldQZHBiUWJ5QVJZS25OMXoySE5qeDFuSHRSWHlRcjIybTBsOFo4c3VrSzdqQ2ZUNlBRZ3RaMG0wcEFndGtRWlJpQXJjdytMUW1LeXd2OWI1UnBWSS80PQ==&rh=ff006b9e49064dfa5b3efba73646a794bb6edeb7
https://emailcc.com/collect/click.aspx?u=eUtCbHhMckZrY0VzSjFDbHgxeG1QRWovb2RuTUZvYzg0anlvcUw0dGhYQ2tva2tzQmF6WFo4c3ZHYm5mSXR4Qm1ZcDJ1M04wQk9JT1NnVVhtN3plbE1qYXZ5eDRaTFFUOVR0S3g0NkFQZXg3Y25HZVREQ1dkWXhTZTZ1ZWZJNzZ6Q2tKRlROa290QT0=&rh=ff006b9e49064dfa5b3efba73646a794bb6edeb7
https://emailcc.com/collect/click.aspx?u=eUtCbHhMckZrY0VzSjFDbHgxeG1QRWovb2RuTUZvYzg0anlvcUw0dGhYQW1yZ2lpcmlYMjNGeDVIK2JzVHdGbGg0b0VPVTJYcDZMTkhqM0VRdFRob0dqMFljUE9SVldEU0NDQnA0cVhmUWd6dHFNNjVmbXh5TFBjeVhKdzFjVzBPSnJJaURrc3E3NGVXaEFmMndzakRWTlB1N1hCWTBUd0lVUCtuZE05QnhoZVMzeDBaemNpR0MvOEFnQldxdjA5YWE4aVl4Z2dsaitTNjcrcytjY2pvZz09&rh=ff006b9e49064dfa5b3efba73646a794bb6edeb7
https://emailcc.com/collect/click.aspx?u=eUtCbHhMckZrY0VzSjFDbHgxeG1QRWovb2RuTUZvYzg0anlvcUw0dGhYRExZdDg4ZVZ0WC9QYy9TNUtaR01RY0w2Z0pmRENtbnVRREVqRTdQczV2angrMkw2STM2Sy9xcmJmQ0w1TVBTeU5kd3RQK0VEaEJWOGppVGVLcGk1QmVYYXNFSHZZdE9seWYvQVZBSFVrQjFYRU1GU25nT1IzVmJEcDZrSGlyNjMvajdRUVEyeERMVVh1NnFXNUVKTGxt&rh=ff006b9e49064dfa5b3efba73646a794bb6edeb7
https://emailcc.com/collect/click.aspx?u=eUtCbHhMckZrY0VzSjFDbHgxeG1QRWovb2RuTUZvYzg0anlvcUw0dGhYQnNnS01FVDZ0Yk1XWEtGSWlCcDczQlJBUUk2bzJNNzJqaTluN2xhZ1F1Z3JXbTAxbHpDYU5vcjREcGwxb1B1MjkrRENuaGh1WDQ1VWd6V0NpVjE0OG55STdMNlZGbUZiTlZQRmM3Tld4Vm51UkpBRzBmQ1JPbWwxYlU3UzZQZXRsZytEQ2t1ZE9wZTZBdk1iWmJSWVpvSjlQR2IvRVhWUXVaUlVqejRoUzZyLys3bGZDV3B5YnQ=&rh=ff006b9e49064dfa5b3efba73646a794bb6edeb7
https://emailcc.com/collect/click.aspx?u=eUtCbHhMckZrY0VzSjFDbHgxeG1QRWovb2RuTUZvYzg0anlvcUw0dGhYQnNnS01FVDZ0Yk1XL3pFTHB4dGgxbmZzTjcxSVZ0dWN6RzV1TEJnN2pJclNuSFdkaU9JbmRwZ1c0WVkzNytUeTd3Tjk0SVNpai9aYUE5QXZzckM5WmZST044WEViQTMzUmNrb2RJVmw1Z2grd3MrMHptT0ZRRDFWUmpMZzh1ZnowPQ==&rh=ff006b9e49064dfa5b3efba73646a794bb6edeb7
https://emailcc.com/collect/click.aspx?u=eUtCbHhMckZrY0VzSjFDbHgxeG1QRWovb2RuTUZvYzg0anlvcUw0dGhYQVFES0I0S0UrRktUMmJrVFZ6ZkxrV3d4NDEvdmE2WDRYYTJpc1I3a1UvVlhPUmhtcnZBd1hoMVgzelBmRG8xSmdKYkJUVUhpZ3JNdHVnaVVxWG5qQ25Ed25sZnkvSkVPblJvRjVDcWQ0MDQ2NTNJcEtMK3dNOWRiazRIVEh0d0s1eTBBVnJrVllKRUxEUU9tQzcxUmpFeGpidElKRzZSd0tLSTVVVEJ1SW8rV0dlcno2VTZtZ05iVXBYbmJiTnA0Wm9yYnVNT1NyRWVnPT0=&rh=ff006b9e49064dfa5b3efba73646a794bb6edeb7
https://emailcc.com/collect/click.aspx?u=eUtCbHhMckZrY0VzSjFDbHgxeG1QRWovb2RuTUZvYzg0anlvcUw0dGhYQjhpdGtoRkxuQ0tKUVJqT0Q1UWhFZjUxY24rRDdwTVFwaTY3ZllxbGpTUHF5YU93Wnozd1FaTFQzempYTGVnQ0QzT1VpOWw4OTF2RlliMlpoWWlDY3hkSGF0ditlL3pOST0=&rh=ff006b9e49064dfa5b3efba73646a794bb6edeb7
https://emailcc.com/collect/click.aspx?u=eUtCbHhMckZrY0VzSjFDbHgxeG1QRWovb2RuTUZvYzg0anlvcUw0dGhYRGxFQ3U2NkZvTDRkZjJJdGhhUkxySVJhRHFpbWEwbG0xeWd4TlduRmdaYldUaC84alF6NFREUjVvVkRHN1FSYjVpWUFnenRwaFk2TFgwaDVoUm8zcHFTbHpTaXJqeGRWNUNjUWp4dGtuMnFQL3VnLys4Mm1RbVJMb21lNjI2cVBJWGwrYTArNXNJVGlOb214R1VmUzE0SWNwcjBvWk1ob25rbXZZZXFaU1BZUT09&rh=ff006b9e49064dfa5b3efba73646a794bb6edeb7


Articles note pressure is growing on government to apologise for the language that has been employed by 
ministers denouncing lawyers. 
  
Mickaël Laurans, our head of international, spoke with Asian Legal Business about the UK’s relationship 
with the Asia-Pacific upon our exit from the EU in January. 
  
“The UK has strong historical, cultural and economic links with the region which are buttressed by the 
English language and the role English law plays in international commercial transactions. Asia is and will 
remain a priority for both the UK government and the Law Society in its international work,” he said. 
  
City A.M, Personnel Today, Independent and MSN reported that a House of Lords’ EU services 
subcommittee report found that the UK’s accountants, recruiters, architects, advertisers and lawyers are at 
risk of losing contracts and jobs when Britain formally leaves the EU in January. 
  
New Law Journal provided new information on the backlog of cases in England’s Magistrates and Crown 
Courts. 
  
HM Courts and Tribunal figures from September found that there are 509,347 outstanding cases in the 
Magistrates Courts and 48,713 in the Crown Court. 
  
Simon Davis said: “The latest figures bear out our warning that after years of underfunding and cuts, there 
was already a significant backlog in the criminal courts, which has been exacerbated by the Covid-19 
pandemic.” 
  
The Gazette reported courts and tribunals service has people with coronavirus symptoms not to come to 
court despite acknowledging that the law permits people in England to break self-isolation rules. 
  
Also in the Gazette reports trials are being listed for 2022 as the Crown court backlog soars towards 
50,000. Simon Davis said: “Justice is being delayed for victims, witnesses and defendants, who have 
proceedings hanging over them for months, if not years, with some trials now being listed for 2022.” 
  
Further coverage of the Crown court backlogs in the Hampshire Chronicle and Andover Advertiser. 
  
Legal Futures and Today’s Wills & Probate reported on the launch of our LawTech, ethics and rule of law 
discussion paper, which seeks views on the ethical considerations solicitors and firms have in designing or 
procuring LawTech solutions. 
  
I said: “Behaving ethically is at the heart of what it means to be a solicitor, and, as we rely ever more on 
technology in our day-to-day business, this paper will seek views on whether lawtech principles will benefit 
the legal sector.” 
  
Central Housing Group detailed our view that eviction proceedings are in need of wider reform, a month 
after the stay on evictions was lifted after six months in response to Covid-19. 
  
Simon Davis said: “It is unacceptable that, in the face of a pandemic and difficult economic prospects, 
tenants are being left without representation during possession proceedings.” 
  
The Daily Mail covered what to include in your will and cites our find a solicitor service. 
  
Public Law Today reported our view that the Independent Review of Administrative Law must protect the 
six fundamental principles of judicial review. 
  
Law360 (£), the Solicitors Journal (£), Practice Source, Today’s Conveyancer, the Gazette, LexisPSL Risk 
and Compliance (£) LexisLibrary Profession and Ethics (£) and Australasian Lawyer reported our response 
to a government consultation on the proposed economic crime levy, which will help fund the tackle against 
money laundering. 
  
Simon Davis said that the levy is a special tax on the profession, nothing: “Further increasing the costs of 
doing business impacts the competitiveness of the UK legal sector, and the willingness of law firms to 
invest in the UK. 
  
“This is compounded by the Covid-19 pandemic, which has seen large parts of the profession take 
measures to keep their firms running, while simultaneously preparing for the end of the Brexit transition.” 
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Regulation 
  
This week the Law Society submitted our response to the government consultation on the economic crime 
levy. Whilst the legal profession has a strong interest in a successful, effective and proportionate anti-
money laundering regime, we strongly opposed the imposition of the levy warning that such a levy could be 
harmful to the profession and would represent an additional tax. In our response, we argued that in the 
event the levy is imposed: 
  

• it would be more appropriately calculated through a model based suspicious activity reports 
(SARs); 

•  it should include an exemption for small firms with a revenue of under £10.2 million a year; and 

• be based, if a revenue model is used, on AML regulated related activity only.  

The consultation is now closed and we expect the government to announce the outcomes of the 
consultation in the first quarter of 2021. In the meantime, we continue to engage with stakeholders, 
government officials and ministers to ensure our position is well understood. 
Click here to view our full response.   
  
Justice 
  
Remote hearings in the family justice system – consultation response 
We’ve responded to the Nuffield Family Justice Observatory's (NFJO) rapid consultation on remote and 
hybrid hearings in the family justice system. They are continuing their work to support a system-wide 
understanding of how family justice practices have been shaped by COVID-19 – how approaches have 
changed, where this has resulted in positive practice innovation and what challenges and difficulties have 
emerged.  
  
We reiterate the point made in our response to the NFJO’s initial consultation: that access to justice must 
be preserved and the rule of law upheld. As the rate of infections continues to increase across England 
and Wales and the safety implications connected with conducting face-to-face hearings remain significant, 
we still believe proceeding with remote hearings is usually better than delaying them. However, decisions 
need to be made on a case by case basis, weighing the importance and urgency of the issue against the 
suitability of proceeding remotely. This must take into account the nature of the hearing and any 
vulnerabilities of the parties. 
  
Read more here: https://www.lawsociety.org.uk/campaigns/consultation-responses/remote-hearings-in-the-
family-justice-system-rapid-consultation-the-law-society-response  
  
Update to the non-contentious probate rules: mandating online professional applications 
Last month we responded to the government’s consultation on non-contentious probate: mandating online 
professional applications in which we stated that we agree in principle with making online applications 
compulsory for all professional applications. However, due to solicitors experiencing teething problems with 
the new system  HMCTS must ensure that issues are resolved and the system is fit for purpose before it is 
fully rolled out and the new rules come into force.  
  
The government has published its response and has decided to: 

• Mandate the use of the online service for grants of probate applications by professional users, with 
a number of exceptions for more specialised applications 

• Continue to allow professional user applications for grants of letters of administration to be made 
via either the online process or the traditional method of applying to a Registry. 

The new rules come into force on 2 November 2020. However there will be a grace period until 30 
November 2020 when paper applications will still be accepted. The Law Society continues to host the 
probate service user group meetings with HMCTS and we will follow up the concerns we have highlighted 
on the rules in relation to cases involving powers of attorney. 
Read more here: https://www.lawsociety.org.uk/campaigns/court-reform/news/update-to-the-non-
contentious-probate-rules-mandating-online-professional-applications  
 
Lawtech, Ethics and The Rule of Law 
 
We published our Lawtech, Ethics and The Rule of Law discussion paper this week. Earlier this year, we 
conducted a series of 30 interviews with law firms, sole practitioners and alternative business structures to 
understand how lawtech solutions are designed, developed, used and/or procured and the ethical 
considerations that come into play throughout this process. We welcome the views of solicitors, law firms, 
lawtech companies and any other stakeholders that are part of or affected by the lawtech sector. 
Responses to the paper are requested by email to parliamentary@lawsociety.org.uk by 17 November 

https://emailcc.com/collect/click.aspx?u=eUtCbHhMckZrY0VzSjFDbHgxeG1QRWovb2RuTUZvYzhiUUJnVTVZODBFSWNFcE02VmRTY3NSZFZjc3RUbHUvbE5rSFlqd1AzL2sreDJVQVJTZU82dzQ5eG4zMjNsZ1FtNXh6TFVZZEZMVmdkNXVwY2k5ZnFIOW9DdlpvZGNRd21ZbVB4ZEpOOUZDdlhGWnFmT3F0MkNZMGJNNU96Y08xanA0RnZoZHNNMHE4V3RqNHlpcEZoVXk4dlBrL2UzbmlXc29CYU5Cc2VadDhyTXNjZnAybUp1N3BzTktRcjFrdkJnekhETzNkcCtkbTJRckxMRG1QNDRENmU2Y2FNWUJISXBSL0lDUXc2SXAzOGZJU0xRMkw0T2k4Q2x0UE94VVZFektBcnhubG0xUWFNUVBBL2xzWm1VQT09&rh=ff006b9e49064dfa5b3efba73646a794bb6edeb7
https://emailcc.com/collect/click.aspx?u=eUtCbHhMckZrY0VzSjFDbHgxeG1QRWovb2RuTUZvYzg0anlvcUw0dGhYQ2tva2tzQmF6WFo3emUrbXBWUTgyZ2R4ZEFoN09XN3pOVXl4YkJQS2liK2M5N3N1MWN2NlNqMTlQR3dzTlN6eEx6S3grdVI3RmlMZktoREg4bjBodks=&rh=ff006b9e49064dfa5b3efba73646a794bb6edeb7
https://emailcc.com/collect/click.aspx?u=eUtCbHhMckZrY0VzSjFDbHgxeG1QRWovb2RuTUZvYzg0anlvcUw0dGhYQ2tva2tzQmF6WFo3emUrbXBWUTgyZ2R4ZEFoN09XN3pOVXl4YkJQS2liK2M5N3N1MWN2NlNqMTlQR3dzTlN6eEx6S3grdVI3RmlMZktoREg4bjBodks=&rh=ff006b9e49064dfa5b3efba73646a794bb6edeb7
https://emailcc.com/collect/click.aspx?u=eUtCbHhMckZrY0VzSjFDbHgxeG1QRWovb2RuTUZvYzg0anlvcUw0dGhYRExZdDg4ZVZ0WC9GZmpkVzVnWmpNcm42bkkxMXFTRVFWODYrdThISlZIeDdTMWp3Skp2ZHVKUFJzMUE5MDczTmRmelB3NDd4UldhQWlqS1lCTmNsb0ZvWGR4TXVGbU1uR3QzZHEyWlNQd3FwNDRlNnVBWEpualFaZkVibU1JQUwrOUtYTHRYU3MvWHRIdlVuUFlOZmxYOGl2Y3lpY0xNQVEzbGlrWWIrU0E4bGVXM0VXREpkd0NVc1QwK3VQSjRzZHdnK3lKZmJTTmpBPT0=&rh=ff006b9e49064dfa5b3efba73646a794bb6edeb7
https://emailcc.com/collect/click.aspx?u=eUtCbHhMckZrY0VzSjFDbHgxeG1QRWovb2RuTUZvYzg0anlvcUw0dGhYRExZdDg4ZVZ0WC9GZmpkVzVnWmpNcm42bkkxMXFTRVFWODYrdThISlZIeDdTMWp3Skp2ZHVKUFJzMUE5MDczTmRmelB3NDd4UldhQWlqS1lCTmNsb0ZvWGR4TXVGbU1uR3QzZHEyWlNQd3FwNDRlNnVBWEpualFaZkVibU1JQUwrOUtYTHRYU3MvWHRIdlVuUFlOZmxYOGl2Y3lpY0xNQVEzbGlrWWIrU0E4bGVXM0VXREpkd0NVc1QwK3VQSjRzZHdnK3lKZmJTTmpBPT0=&rh=ff006b9e49064dfa5b3efba73646a794bb6edeb7
https://emailcc.com/collect/click.aspx?u=eUtCbHhMckZrY0VzSjFDbHgxeG1QRWovb2RuTUZvYzg0anlvcUw0dGhYRExZdDg4ZVZ0WC9GZmpkVzVnWmpNcm42bkkxMXFTRVFWODYrdThISlZIeDdTMWp3Skp2ZHVKUFJzMUE5MDczTmRmelB3NDd4UldhSUxGUERKYm5RN3hLK05zSVE5bUp4bVZHNjkrNEVQeGZmd1pYYWw4MjVubGNyYThBL3RIbDVkWjQyV3pvdjE3bmV4UHVOeU1hVXN6K2p6azJtUVc5TDhPVkt0UlZKdDBPait0Qmk3SW16aVVWZEw1bVh0cHJvNGtuQUt5Qm5QZldnPT0=&rh=ff006b9e49064dfa5b3efba73646a794bb6edeb7
https://emailcc.com/collect/click.aspx?u=eUtCbHhMckZrY0VzSjFDbHgxeG1QRWovb2RuTUZvYzg0anlvcUw0dGhYRExZdDg4ZVZ0WC9GZmpkVzVnWmpNcm42bkkxMXFTRVFWODYrdThISlZIeDRxVm1wT0theW5HVmp0cW92VGhiMnB2VEZEQjBmVTVlZzA4L0NldVdzSnpDam9kM3YzenBmZ1laUWhrendZZlB6MGM3K3Q2U0JiN1VhN3NKOW9BMEY0Z0R1enp0ckJuNFJIeEVSbkU5QzJnc0dqRkZHZkMxTTJJQmoxbFA3cFRSbTdmVEZscEtRS1hkd0J2VjZPNmN1Yz0=&rh=ff006b9e49064dfa5b3efba73646a794bb6edeb7
https://emailcc.com/collect/click.aspx?u=eUtCbHhMckZrY0VzSjFDbHgxeG1QRWovb2RuTUZvYzg0anlvcUw0dGhYRExZdDg4ZVZ0WC9GZmpkVzVnWmpNcm42bkkxMXFTRVFWODYrdThISlZIeDRxVm1wT0theW5HVmp0cW92VGhiMnB2VEZEQjBmVTVlZzA4L0NldVdzSnpDam9kM3YzenBmZ1laUWhrendZZlB6MGM3K3Q2U0JiN1VhN3NKOW9BMEY0Z0R1enp0ckJuNFJIeEVSbkU5QzJnc0dqRkZHZkMxTTJJQmoxbFA3cFRSbTdmVEZscEtRS1hkd0J2VjZPNmN1Yz0=&rh=ff006b9e49064dfa5b3efba73646a794bb6edeb7
https://emailcc.com/collect/click.aspx?u=eUtCbHhMckZrY0VzSjFDbHgxeG1QRWovb2RuTUZvYzg0anlvcUw0dGhYRExZdDg4ZVZ0WC9GZmpkVzVnWmpNcm42bkkxMXFTRVFWODYrdThISlZIeDhYWlVzOEJJWVZ4b3o3ek9FWnU1SmhXaUQvKzcvUUhFR2pVSUhmWkloYkhxcFFoU0RwRS96Vmw4WDAxUndvdDIwVUtLam85dWRNYXVLNHY1KzdCVHJ1TFhyL3Q4bm9jQ3c9PQ==&rh=ff006b9e49064dfa5b3efba73646a794bb6edeb7
mailto:parliamentary@lawsociety.org.uk


2020. An expert group will examine the findings and a report with recommendations will be published 
shortly afterwards. 
  
Public Law 
  
Mental Health  
Throughout the pandemic, the Law Society has been calling for the removal of the Coronavirus Act 
provisions which weaken the Mental Health Act, and have not been used in England or Wales. The 
government confirmed it will drop these provisions, which we have published an update of on our website.  
  
We also published a blog post this week, to assist members in making financial deputyship applications to 
the Court of Protection and avoid potential delays.  

Parliamentary 

On Thursday we celebrated my inauguration as president.  I gave a speech outlining my priorities for this 
year before being interviewed by Clive Coleman, BBC legal affairs correspondent.  This was followed by 
messages of congratulation and support from the lord chancellor, who spoke about the negative rhetoric 
towards lawyers, and the lord chief justice who spoke about the importance of the rule of law and court 
reform.  My speech can be read here and the lord chancellor’s speech will be available shortly on the 
website.  
 
Diversity & Inclusion 
 
Survey – Career experiences of BAME lawyers 
 
We have been working with the Ethnic Minority Lawyers Division on a programme of research on the 
career experiences of black, Asian and minority ethnic lawyers. 
  
Following a series of roundtables held earlier this year, we have launched a sector wide survey to capture 
obstacles and opportunities of a wider group, examine the challenges identified through the roundtables 
and collect views on how these challenges can be collectively addressed. 
  
Please take 5 minutes to complete the survey before 23 October 2020. Take the survey. 
  
The future is disability inclusion  
 
Join us on Monday 2 November from 12:30 - 14:00 for the launch of the Legally Disabled survey findings 
on the impact of Covid-19 on the professional lives of disabled lawyers. 
  
This is a chance for individuals and organisations interested in improving disability inclusion to learn what 
has worked and what has not during the pandemic, and what could be done better in the future. 
  
Book your place 
  
Fiona Woolf lecture  
 
Our annual Fiona Woolf lecture will be taking place virtually this year on Thursday 19 November. 
  
As always, we will be celebrating the achievements of Dame Fiona Woolf and other inspirational women 
who have reached senior positions within the sector. 
  
We will be focusing on the positive contribution made by women in the profession and how both 
intersectionality and diversity enhances organisations and the legal profession. 
  
Book your place 
  
Update from our Brussels Office 
   

• On 13 October, Helena Raulus, head of office along with Evanna Fruithof, Bar Council of England 
& Wales met with  Sujeevan Satheesan and Sasha Trevelyan from UKMIS to discuss  the state of 
play in the UK – EU negotiations.   

• On 13 October, Helena Raulus spoke at the British Chamber of Commerce webinar on Lugano on 
the consequences of not having a solution to the recognition and enforcement of judgments for 
businesses and consumers.     
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• On 14 October, the Brussels office hosted a webinar on the impact of Covid-19 on trade in 
services. Panellists were: Hosuk Lee-Makiyama, director, European Centre for International 
Political Economy (ECIPE); Alexandra Cardenas, head of public affairs, COVID-19 content 
manager & LawTech lead at the Law Society of England & Wales and Martin Roy, counsellor in 
the Trade in Services Division, World Trade Organization (WTO). Anna Drozd, EU policy adviser 
moderated the discussion.    

• On 15 October, Helena Raulus spoke at the Simmons & Simmons Autumn legal update for their 
clients on the Law Society work on recognition and enforcement of judgments in civil and 
commercial matters.   

 

Finally, can I pay tribute to the longest serving President in the Society's long history, Simon Davis who 
was outstanding in his and the Society's response to the pandemic and all that it threw at the profession 
and public.  It is an honour to follow in his footsteps. I express the gratitude of the profession when I say 
"Thank you Simon for all you have done!" 
 

        
 Kind regards, 
  
David Greene  
President 
The Law Society, 113 Chancery Lane, London. 
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