
Subject: President’s Update 18.1.2021 
 

Dear colleague, 

Your weekly Law Society update 

As the professional body for solicitors, every week the Law Society is working hard to 
influence the legal and regulatory environment on behalf of our profession and to 
promote solicitors at home and abroad. We support practice excellence, are an 

informed source of legal sector news and support members at every stage of their 
career. 

 
My LS 
 
Please register with My LS to see content tailored to your practice and interests. Registering will also 
help you understand the benefit to your constituents. 
  
Find a Solicitor Service 
 
Whilst the Law Society is not able to give legal advice, if you have a client who needs advice in a 
practice area other than your own, our Find a Solicitor service is available so they can identify a legal 
professional who can help. They can use the service by visiting solicitors.lawsociety.org.uk or by calling 
020 7320 5650. 
 
We have been in the media this week to promote the role and value of the profession in these 
difficult times 
  
The Times (£) examined the use of remote hearings and whether they are detrimental to defendants. It 
cites our call for the return of video remand courts “in light of the need to minimise court attendance”. 
  
The Times (£) also noted that Richard Miller, our head of justice, warned MPs on the justice committee 
that pressure to clear the rising backlog of cases in the criminal courts could be counterproductive. 
  
As part of a limited pilot scheme, HM Courts & Tribunal Service will test court users for Covid-19, as 
virus outbreaks continue to disrupt trials, reported the Gazette. 
  
A Law Society spokesperson said: “We welcome steps taken to make the courts as safe as possible and 
await more details about the testing pilot but it seems to us that for any such tests to be of value they 
would need to deliver an almost immediate result with a fair degree of accuracy.” 
  
BBC Wales reported that some prison officers there have called for courts to shut in an effort to stop 
Covid-19 spreading in jails. Solicitors in Wales rejected this suggestion, with one saying “Unless you're 
going to have a moratorium on crime, which will never happen, you need the courts to be open." 
  
The story was also on S4C. Melissa Griffiths was interviewed for BBC Wales Today (13:45) and she 
was also featured on their Welsh language webpage. 
  
Gareth Jones was interviewed in Welsh for Newyddion on S4C (17:00). 
  
The Guardian reported that court backlogs mean defendants are having to wait four years to go to trial. I 
said: “After years of underfunding and cuts, there was already a significant backlog in the criminal courts 
which has been exacerbated by the pandemic. 
  
“This means justice is being delayed for victims, witnesses and defendants, who have proceedings 
hanging over them for months, if not years, with trials now being listed for 2022.” 
  
Further analysis piece in the Guardian. 
  
Kathryn Devonald-Davies, from our company law committee, spoke to BBC Radio Wales about issues 
affecting students and landlords at the present time. 
  
Stuart Nolan, chair of our criminal law committee, spoke to LBC (00:12:20) about enforcement of 
lockdown regulations. Stuart was also on BBC Radio Derby (from 3:18:13). 
  
Jodie Hill, a member of our employment law committee, spoke to the BBC about whether or not 
companies can force employees to take a vaccine. 
  
An annual survey of campaigners by the Sheila McKechnie Foundation suggested politicians and media 
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are getting more hostile towards charities, reported the Guardian.  
The piece references our complaints about the home secretary’s comments about "activist lawyers". 
  
Business Fast picked up our research showing just over a quarter of those surveyed know what 
happens to their digital assets when they die and why it is important to include them in their will. I said: 
“With many social media platforms only created in the last few decades, it is all too easy to overlook 
your digital assets when making a will. 
  
“However, this can leave family members unable to access family photos saved on the deceased’s 
online accounts or close their loved one’s social media accounts.” 
  
Ian Bond of our wills and equity committee spoke with talkRadio (in the 11:30 – 12:00 time slot from 
19:00) about how people can make provisions for digital assets in their wills. 
  
The Gazette reported the lord chancellor’s pledge to conduct a meaningful consultation on how legal aid 
bills are assessed after the Law Society lodged judicial review proceedings against the Legal Aid 
Agency (LAA) in September. 
  
I said: “We brought this action because the LAA announced changes to the way legal aid costs were 
assessed without a credible consultation or evidence to support moving cost assessments from the 
courts into the LAA.” 
  
The FT (£) reported the EU has three months left to decide whether to grant the UK access to the 
Lugano convention, which would ensure UK judgments are recognised in the EU. 
  
Helena Raulus, head of the Law Society’s Brussels office, said: “It would absolutely be damaging [to 
lose access]. Until now things have been very straightforward, as the judgments are almost 
automatically enforced, they have been complied with and you don’t have to reach into another 
jurisdiction to try and get assets.” 
  
Meanwhile, the Gazette reported that the Council of European Bars and Law Societies (CCBE) has 
granted affiliate membership for the UK. 
  
Mickaël Laurans, head of our international team, said: “Maintaining an active and meaningful 
membership of the CCBE (beyond observer membership) was a key objective for us, both in relation to 
keeping a voice and bringing the UK experience on important issues such as human rights, the rule of 
law and professional practice matters as well as for our relations with all European bars and law 
societies.” 
  
Also in Irish Legal News and Scottish Legal News. 
  
During a Covid-secure swearing-in ceremony in the Royal Courts of Justice Sir Geoffrey Vos was 
officially appointed as Master of the Rolls, the Gazette reported. 
 
I attended the event and described Sir Geoffrey as an “outstanding lawyer” adding: “I fear you have a 
heavy burden but a burden you will easily carry to ensure the law and legal services match the ever 
changing technology and that, post-Brexit, the jurisdiction remains at the heart of the world economy.” 
 
The Gazette reported that the solicitor profession voted in favour of introducing term limits and 
constituency reforms for the Law Society’s governing Council. 
  
Both resolutions were approved, with 83.3% of the vote for the constituency proposals and 77.2% of the 
vote for the term limit proposal. Some 12,207 of the 200,446 of eligible members voted. Solicitors 
Journal, Legal Futures, Today’s Conveyancer and Today’s Wills & Probate also covered the story. 
 
I commented: “Whilst the effect of this decision will be that we will lose [some members’] knowledge and 
experience on council, there are many ways in which individuals can contribute to the work of the Law 
Society and we hope they will pursue those opportunities.” 
 
The I newspaper, The Times (£)  Legal Cheek and Practice Source reported a Law Society initiative to 
investigate the organisation’s historical links with the slave trade. 
  
They noted our research will involve an investigation of historical documents, archives and the Law 
Society’s own collection to document the relationship of the organisation and its key figures with 
historical slavery and colonialism. The research was proposed by the Law Society’s black and minority 
ethnic (BAME) network and will be overseen by a steering group of members of the network. 
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Solicitors Journal reported the sector’s mixed reactions to the justice secretary’s announcement that 
whiplash reforms will be delayed until May. 
 
Richard Miller said the decision “provides welcome pause for thought and much-needed clarity” and 
highlighted several outstanding policy decisions around how the portal will work. 
 
The Gazette reported the Civil Justice Council’s recommendation for a modest guideline hourly rate 
increase. Richard Miller is quoted: “Guideline hourly rates for solicitors have not been changed in over 
10 years and were long overdue a review. Revised rates would give both solicitors and their clients 
greater clarity about costs and we look forward to responding to the consultation points raised in the 
report.” 
  
Also in Solicitors Journal, New Law Journal and Litigation Futures. 
 
Estate Agent Today covered a range of views on leasehold reforms announced last week. 
  
I said: “The reforms announced by the government should deliver real benefits for current leasehold 
homeowners and future buyers, many of whom are being failed by the current system. They should help 
people avoid expensive ground rents and make it easier for them to buy the freehold of their home.” 
  
The Gazette reported on the government’s response to the pre-charge bail consultation. Reforms are 
set to include removing the presumption against bail. 
  
I said: “Proper supervision of investigations, by senior officers, must be maintained so that decisions to 
extend bail come after thorough consideration of the reasons for the delay and that an extended period 
for investigation is essential.” 
  
Vice news signposted the Law Society website for readers who need legal advice for housing issues. 
  
In an interview with World Intellectual Property Review (£), Law Society vice president I. Stephanie 
Boyce describes her career path, her thoughts on diversity in the profession and what she hopes to 
achieve in her presidency later this year. 
  
The Negotiator and Today’s Conveyancer report on a digital identity trust scheme which aims to improve 
identity verification in the residential home buying and selling process. 
  
I said: “We welcome efforts to establish a reliable, secure and universal digital identity for consumers to 
use when looking to buy or sell a home.” 
 
Parliamentary 
 
Law Society’s head of justice gives evidence to Justice Select Committee 
  
Richard Miller, the Law Society’s head of justice, appeared before the Justice Select Committee to give 
evidence on court capacity and the future of legal aid. Richard spoke about the need for trials to be held 
remotely wherever possible. On tackling the courts' backlog, he argued that rolling out further nightingale 
courts and providing early legal advice would deliver more capacity than proposals like Covid-19 
operating hours. Richard also called for urgent action to make the criminal legal aid system sustainable, 
including an interim increase in rates. Without action it would be “too late to save many firms” and the 
system “will not be sufficient to train and retain new lawyers”. 
 
Also giving evidence were the Bar Council, the Magistrates Association, the Institute for Government 
and Crest Advisory (crime and justice consultants). 
 
Some of the key points Richard made can be viewed on this twitter thread: 
https://twitter.com/TheLawSociety/status/1349043760504696832 
 
You can watch the session here. 
  
Safety within court buildings in light of the new variant 
 
Since the prime minister’s announcement of a third lockdown, we have received significant feedback 
from our members expressing serious concerns about the safety of court buildings particularly with 
regard to the new variant of the virus. HM Courts and Tribunals Service has provided assurances that 
courts are Covid-secure, but this does not appear to reflect central government messaging nor day to 
day experience. I have written to the acting CEO of HMCTS and the senior presiding judge outlining 
fears about the safety of members and other court users in light of the new more transmittable 
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Coronavirus variant and calling for a two week pause in in-person hearings. 
 
You can read our Press Release here: 
 
https://www.lawsociety.org.uk/contact-or-visit-us/press-office/press-releases/urgent-action-call-for-
courts-as-covid-safety-fears-grow 
 
Mental Health White Paper published  
  
On Wednesday the secretary of state for health and social care, Matt Hancock, delivered a statement in 
parliament on the publication of the new White Paper on reforming the Mental Health Act. The health 
secretary outlined four pillars of this work, covering: giving patients a voice in their own care; addressing 
the disparities that currently exist within the application of the Mental Health Act; supporting patients 
within the criminal justice system; and improving how those with learning disabilities and autistic people 
are treated under the Act. The government will consult on the White Paper and respond later this year 
before bringing forward a new mental health bill. 
 
Policy 
 
Law Society’s successful legal challenge on LAA court assessments of legal aid bills 
  
The Society has successfully challenged the Legal Aid Agency’s decision to assess higher value civil 
bills that were previously assessed by the courts. We argued that this decision was made without any 
proper consultation and the LAA lacked expertise to assess higher value more complex cases. By way 
of a consent order the lord chancellor agreed to issue a meaningful consultation with the profession, and 
as an interim measure, providers will have a choice of court or LAA assessments. 
  
Read our press release: https://www.lawsociety.org.uk/contact-or-visit-us/press-office/press-
releases/law-society-judicial-review-secures-legal-aid-agency-rethink 
 
Justice 
 
Westminster Legal Policy Forum (WLPF) 
 
I.Stephanie Boyce joined the WLPF event  ‘Next steps for court modernisation – new technology and 
working practices, the shift to virtual courtrooms, and ensuring access to justice’ to discuss 
modernisation in the civil and criminal courts during the #Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic'.  She said: 
“Remote hearings making the best use of tech and showcase the benefits of modernisation. Our 
analysis found the adoption of new technologies could reduce the cost of legal services to UK business 
users by £350million by 2030.” (https://www.lawsociety.org.uk/topics/research/lawtech-comparative-
analysis-of-legal-technology) 
  
She added: “However, we cannot rely on tech alone to change how we work. We need wider investment 
in digital infrastructure to provide the bedrock for modernisation. It will also be vital to monitor the impact 
these changes have on court users and their ability to access justice.” 
 
Update from our Brussels office 
 
On Thursday 14 January, Helena Raulus, head of office, spoke at the ECLA (European Company 
Lawyers Association) webinar on Brexit.  
 
Also on Thursday Anna Drozd, EU policy adviser, spoke at a webinar on “Data flows in a post transition 
Brexit”.  
 
Diversity & Inclusion 
 
Disability History Month 2020 
  
In case you missed any of our content marking Disability History Month 2020, we have compiled it all in 
one place. 
  
We had the pleasure of working with several people within the profession to highlight perspectives, raise 
awareness, share learning and celebrate individuals and their achievements. Thank you to all who were 
involved and especially to our Lawyers with Disabilities Division and the Legally Disabled research 
team. Read more 
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Join us in the race for inclusion 
  
In December we launched our research, Race for Inclusion, which looks into the experiences of Black, 
Asian and minority ethnic solicitors. 
  
The research explores several areas in need of improvement such as representation, progression, 
wellbeing, among others, and includes recommendations to the sector to achieve meaningful progress.  
Download the research 
  
Women in Law Pledge  
  
Has your organisation pledged to progressing gender equality in 2021? 
  
The Women in Law Pledge is a commitment to setting and achieving targets to improve gender equality 
within your workplace and beyond. 
  
We can achieve change together.  
Sign the pledge 
  
Our work internationally 
 
Virtual Roundtable dialogue session during the opening of the legal year (OLY) Singapore 
 
On Monday, 11 January I attended the Singapore opening of the legal year (OLY) president’s Virtual 
Roundtable. I was invited to speak on the topic of “Trends, innovation and opportunities for the legal 
profession in a post-pandemic world”. 
 
I interacted with 17 representatives from 13 overseas Bar Associations and was joined by Amirali Nasir, 
vice president of the Law Society of Hong Kong and Kenji Toyota, vice president of the Daini Tokyo Bar 
Association, on the panel discussion. The virtual roundtable was moderated by Chunghwan Choi, 
president of LawAsia. 
  
I highlighted that the main impact of the pandemic on the legal profession has been the acceleration in 
the adoption and use of technology. This has led to three post-pandemic trends: mainstreaming of 
remote working; increased enthusiasm for innovative LawTech solutions; and the rise of cases in courts 
relating to technology. In addition to these trends, I mentioned that the pandemic also provides the legal 
services sector with an immediate opportunity to play a central role in supporting the social and 
economic recovery from COVID-19 across the world. 
  
The session ended with closing remarks by Gregory Vijayendran, SC, president of the Law Society of 
Singapore. He highlighted the strong relationship between the Law Society of Singapore and the Law 
Society of England and Wales. President Vijayendran underlined three core values that we could all 
internalise: building resilience, adaptability, nimbleness and agility (whether through tech or otherwise). 
The greatest take away from the session was that it is not all doom and gloom. It was a good opportunity 
to learn how various bar associations are coping with the impact of the pandemic given the unique 
challenges they face. There is hope for the legal profession and the lawyers we serve, as we all 
progress during these challenging times. 
  
Opening of the Legal Year Hong Kong - President’s Roundtable  
  
Following the Singapore events, the very next day I attended the opening of the legal year in Hong Kong 
on Tuesday 12 January and spoke at the president’s roundtable. The topic of discussion was the 
response to the COVID19 pandemic and the opportunities and challenges that this has posed for our 
legal professions. The discussion covered many relevant areas, including developments in criminal and 
civil law, hybrid hearings, capacity building for tech and how to help trainees through this situation. 
Indeed, the digital transformation that has taken place due to COVID19 has created a number of new 
situations for the legal profession, but we are also mindful of the challenges this poses for those who are 
not IT literate or in situations where virtual cannot be an appropriate substitute for face-to-face. 
  
I was glad to be able to report on how we, as a profession, have been able to keep the wheels of justice 
turning during these difficult times. I look forward to continuing to collaborate with our international 
colleagues on how we can best address these difficulties and take advantage of the benefits and 
opportunities arising.  
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Kind regards, 
  
David Greene  
President 
The Law Society, 113 Chancery Lane, 
London. WC2A 1P 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


