
Subject: President’s Update 17.08.2020 
 

Dear colleague, 

Your weekly Law Society update 

As the professional body for solicitors, every week the Law Society is working hard to 
influence the legal and regulatory environment on behalf of our profession and to 
promote solicitors at home and abroad. We support practice excellence, are an 
informed source of legal sector news and support members at every stage of their 
career. 

Website 
 
Our new website and the new My LS are now live. Please register to see content tailored to your practice 
and interests. Thanks to all members who have fed back during development. Feedback is still welcome. 
Registering with My LS will also help you understand the benefit to your constituents. 
 
We have been in the media this week to promote the role and value of the profession in these 
difficult times  
  
The Financial Times (£) published my letter about the how the justice system’s use of algorithms requires 
proper oversight 
  
“What is needed is transparency, centralised co-ordination and systematic knowledge sharing between 
the public bodies which use algorithms, to ensure they are designed, procured and deployed lawfully,” I 
wrote. 
 
The plight of two lawyers on hunger strike was covered in the Gazette. 
  
I said: “The Law Society reiterates its support for lawyers in Turkey, who should be allowed to practise 
their profession freely without undue external interference.” 
  
This week I was on Times Radio (1:38:43) explaining how the Covid-19 pandemic has left law centres 
and high street firms at risk.  
  
The Gazette, the Solicitors Journal, Legal Action Group, New Law Journal and Free Movement reported 
lord chancellor Robert Buckland’s move to revoke a controversial fixed fee regime for immigration and 
asylum appeals work after legal aid firm Duncan Lewis Solicitors began judicial review proceedings.  
  
Duncan Lewis’ claim was supported by letters of support from the Law Society and the Legal Aid 
Practitioners Group.  
  
I pointed out half of immigration appeals are successful - “clear evidence of how important it is that people 
have recourse to the tribunal to challenge Home Office decisions that have a profound impact on their 
future”.  
  
The Independent provided a detailed overview of the UK criminal justice system, citing the problems with 
the current legal aid system which deny the public access to justice. 
  
Our research on ‘legal aid deserts,’ which was published last year, found that more than half of local 
authorities in England and Wales have no publicly funded legal advice for housing.  
  
We said: “People facing homelessness or trying to challenge a rogue landlord increasingly cannot get the 
expert legal advice they desperately need.”  
  
The Gazette, Law360 (£) and Lexis Library (£) looked at our asks on law and justice in the 
comprehensive spending review. 
  
I said: “We urge the government to support our justice system and world-leading legal services sector to 
ensure they are well equipped with the funding needed to face the challenges of the future.” 
  
The Gazette, Law360 (£) and New Law Journal reported the Law Society’s warning that plans to extend 
court hours will hit overstretched and underfunded criminal defence firms hard when the capacity to cover 
the additional hours may not even exist.  
  
We have published guidance for practitioners faced with the prospect of working extended court hours 
ahead of a pilot beginning next week.  
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I said: “We have repeatedly made clear to the Ministry of Justice that extended hours are not the right 
approach to tackling the backlogs in the courts because of the significant impact they would have on court 
users, legal practitioners and how our justice system functions.” 
  
The Guardian highlighted a report from the Gazette that Manchester Crown Court has closed again after 
three people tested positive for coronavirus, according to the barristers’ representative body, the Northern 
Circuit.  
  
A total of 64 crown courts have resumed jury trials in areas including Bristol, Swansea, Chelmsford, 
Northampton, Leeds, Basildon, Worcester and Shrewsbury.  
 
Our interactive map showing which Nightingale courts are operational features in the New Law Journal. 
  
“We believe the government can build court capacity to clear the backlog by using unused public 
buildings – including court buildings which have been closed but have remained unsold – as Nightingale 
courts,” I said. 
In July, the Ministry of Justice announced the 10 Nightingale courts which are hoped to ease the pressure 
on the justice system.  
  
The Solicitors Journal looked at what steps HM Courts and Tribunals Service should take to keep 
solicitors and other court users safe and informed during the covid-19 pandemic. 
  
I said: “It is absolutely vital that HMCTS maintains clear and immediate communications with solicitors 
and other court users on what is happening in their courts and tribunals buildings – especially if a staff 
member has displayed any covid-19 symptoms.” 
  
The Times (£), Gazette and Solicitors Journal reported that reduced sentences for early guilty pleas might 
be scrapped. I said: “In the absence of credit for a guilty plea a defendant may conclude that they have 
nothing to lose by going to trial, leading to victims having to testify and costly trials.” 
  
Today’s Wills and Probate reported on a consultation on making online probate applications compulsory.  
  
Chair of the Law Society Wills and Equity Committee, Ian Bond, is quoted saying: “Practitioners will want 
to have the assurance that the online systems are working and tested before mandating its use; that 
service levels will not decline; and, that these changes will not lead to (excessive) changes to fees.” 
  
The Gazette carried analysis of the Law Society’s Lawtech adoption and training report, noting its release 
was timely and that the survey results provide useful confirmation of the state of play in the profession. 
  
Ursula Collie, a local solicitor, wrote for the Northern Echo on people’s consumer rights if their wedding is 
cancelled or postponed due to the pandemic as part of our legal agony column series. 
  
From 3 to 31 August, the UK public will be able to eat out for half price as some of the UK’s restaurants 
take part in the government’s Eat Out to Help Out Scheme.  
  
Henry Bermigham, a partner at Weightmans, spoke with BBC Radio Humberside (from 2:17:44) about 
who is liable if a patron contracts Covid-19 while eating out a restaurant.  
  
Justice 
  
Nightingale Courts status interactive map 
 
On 19 July 2020, the government announced that it would be opening ‘Nightingale Courts’ as part of its 
court recovery plan to address the impact of Covid-19 on the justice system. We’ve created an interactive 
map which shows the location of open, and proposed, Nightingale Courts as well as the type of work 
being heard in these venues. 
 
View the map and further resources here. Read the full press release here. 
  
Parliamentary 
 
On Wednesday (12 August) we launched a campaign action as part of the Law Society’s Return, Restart 
and Recovery campaign.  
  

https://emailcc.com/collect/click.aspx?u=eGxVVHlFNHU2S3lEOFhqSFU0aWtxSW5FU0xsMndhNURoWTdSSldOZ2xJazZ1NDBudmI2dy8rVU51YUpQVDIwenhPYVJsVFlKcXNWWEhRNDJFZTY3aVAxUWhUcHQ1ckg1VFluQ3F4cnVxaTArNyszMW83NDN1VGZEU1NVRHM0SWhGVzYvcStjbkZiOTEvWGNPQm1WWHZSbkxUMmUyb2tDR3d0Nkw1NXR5QXdDOXIxMXpOK1JCSEs3TXpsd1pqRmNS&rh=ff0067631b828090707baba5e740b75559892d7c
https://emailcc.com/collect/click.aspx?u=eGxVVHlFNHU2S3lEOFhqSFU0aWtxSW5FU0xsMndhNURoWTdSSldOZ2xJbHVNSFBwTkFNSlgzNWhHSk1tUExOT3B3c0dwdSs3YlloUVNUOGZvMzJhRjk3b1E2YllSU1JHTmM5NkdiT2RVQXR2NjMxdTRXcHNNWVJ4QkxFMFlhdWVZbUtxOTFwYkgrYXI3RmpWR2VWcGNnPT0=&rh=ff0067631b828090707baba5e740b75559892d7c
https://emailcc.com/collect/click.aspx?u=eGxVVHlFNHU2S3lEOFhqSFU0aWtxSW5FU0xsMndhNURoWTdSSldOZ2xJbFgzQ0JhamhHbHMyays5ZTArOFFzOFBxaThqT0hLVU00emN1bFk4ak9DdUtmNGVEVWxGMXRmcW1qb1NNQmZmcEs0STBuYzd0TVZ1aVplTC9meGdGaUt5V3JtUnIrRVlXdHpzRFo4YzRxblJrOGdDOEJ1azR1REJydXlFMWZHNDlRVE5FR2lRbmFvY2F2cFRYbENHYTBKQ2RMdmRTVEdyQ2o4WHdEK1VyOG5pTDMyblY3TTRWanhCUlA1eG94aUp5cG1JOWoyQXFaZ3R3PT0=&rh=ff0067631b828090707baba5e740b75559892d7c
https://emailcc.com/collect/click.aspx?u=eGxVVHlFNHU2S3lEOFhqSFU0aWtxSW5FU0xsMndhNURoWTdSSldOZ2xJbGg3SEVqNGhleVR5TkFIT0xxRm5yUzdmRkd5TjROZ3dXYkdNSkFMQkx2VFBKZkRBZHVqRG8xTS9jTW5QbE5qNGtCTHdBWTJkZll3eDhOSjRIWHF0U0I2ek1MSnNhckQ3RW1kNVc0a1M1d3lqTWZaejBsVndYUTMvUEVENHY1T2NjPQ==&rh=ff0067631b828090707baba5e740b75559892d7c
https://emailcc.com/collect/click.aspx?u=eGxVVHlFNHU2S3lEOFhqSFU0aWtxSW5FU0xsMndhNURoWTdSSldOZ2xJazZ1NDBudmI2dy8rVU51YUpQVDIwenhPYVJsVFlKcXNWNjg2b3B2RVZzbFRick9nekhnL2lCaDhhRGNZRUVBcTdzNUY1Ni9QMlhGUHNqOWZLUnhSb2pDcGd6TWUvNVRXMWtlTS9RVlJOSzRON3lQTGVuQjh2Yld2NHZoWHhXc3RTdTFxdUpiTW05Q2c9PQ==&rh=ff0067631b828090707baba5e740b75559892d7c
https://emailcc.com/collect/click.aspx?u=eGxVVHlFNHU2S3lEOFhqSFU0aWtxSW5FU0xsMndhNURoWTdSSldOZ2xJbFgzQ0JhamhHbHMyays5ZTArOFFzOFBxaThqT0hLVU02WHQ5NU9Xdi9Uc1JsRUR1RlJEa2ZMYmFDRUF4Nmh6TjZsOHpKMXRRVFRPanJuSE5SRjRtYUR2Qzc2NTlySU5lWnlWSFZ0b2JPMmZNc280RXEyMU5ZWGdkRDhjU2lIRVlVZm1rak53cklxUTYyZkthK3FVNVpTMysxdmdXNWZvOEk9&rh=ff0067631b828090707baba5e740b75559892d7c
https://emailcc.com/collect/click.aspx?u=eGxVVHlFNHU2S3lEOFhqSFU0aWtxSW5FU0xsMndhNURoWTdSSldOZ2xJbGg3SEVqNGhleVR5NnRwSEdVN3pkNS9SS056K3VGenZwaC9pWmNOVE5GL0U0OHJTTjF0ZDd2eVZ2cE9tUHVrdUhjMnh1M3pBN1B1UEZGLy9VWWNoSFFGYlFIZXlKWXkrNmhSV3V5UDNvTnZhTHo3bTZ1cUM2RmFJSFYzSVgzTEFSNTZxZnBYdnNvUHZyTHV1ckhKZUxy&rh=ff0067631b828090707baba5e740b75559892d7c
https://emailcc.com/collect/click.aspx?u=eGxVVHlFNHU2S3lEOFhqSFU0aWtxSW5FU0xsMndhNURoWTdSSldOZ2xJazZ1NDBudmI2dy8rVU51YUpQVDIwenhPYVJsVFlKcXNYaWRuVU9ZOEhLZWJEdmVVZnB0Y3RndlVwbkpnajE4cnVBTTVxODMrMHh6Ri9ZRXhjQ05sL2tkUUNwS0xWSC9VMHV1Z21vSmQxSTY1ZzNSTS9nSnNKcA==&rh=ff0067631b828090707baba5e740b75559892d7c
https://emailcc.com/collect/click.aspx?u=eGxVVHlFNHU2S3lEOFhqSFU0aWtxSW5FU0xsMndhNURoWTdSSldOZ2xJbGg3SEVqNGhleVQ1TitQbEFxZkFpdHhoU0VqRktaUytKQjVaYnN6UkRHaHZuNCs5MWJFSS9oMEFmY2hRTWVaZGxYRm11WEozQ2gwNldkV2ZQQUl0eEV3T2JYS3R6R2UwYTloMVByNyttZGFkTlpTWFJicklVKw==&rh=ff0067631b828090707baba5e740b75559892d7c
https://emailcc.com/collect/click.aspx?u=eGxVVHlFNHU2S3lEOFhqSFU0aWtxSW5FU0xsMndhNURoWTdSSldOZ2xJbnlrcm1nNGxyWk1HSjBXSDUzV0RBT1BOZFNwd25RSEZ1b3dhRjdPWTU2bHBaUUdwWkVTMFJp&rh=ff0067631b828090707baba5e740b75559892d7c
https://emailcc.com/collect/click.aspx?u=eGxVVHlFNHU2S3lEOFhqSFU0aWtxSW5FU0xsMndhNURoWTdSSldOZ2xJazZ1NDBudmI2dy80eGtDSEtTbDRnZVBmeWl5aVBZWjA3NEZhVU8xOWJOV0l3aWdYMDh2elVVOHZaclU3Yzc0NTlzMDI5Q0E1UXRSbS90Z3hCR3Jvd0tON081THlhbGU2YVdlM3BScUlQMXI4RUJ4MGtDN2pFbmpmWTl0eVN1dW5nPQ==&rh=ff0067631b828090707baba5e740b75559892d7c
https://emailcc.com/collect/click.aspx?u=eGxVVHlFNHU2S3lEOFhqSFU0aWtxSW5FU0xsMndhNURoWTdSSldOZ2xJazZ1NDBudmI2dy80eGtDSEtTbDRnZVBmeWl5aVBZWjA0TC85aFd0dTlZR3JQQjBBMmxDQ3FDZkROQ2VyY293MmxKdU0waDdrK0s3Tk5nd2UvTHBpRmRob21RYVR1VE85MmFIMzR1bmJDVER5UVQ4M3AvMmo3eEYzcHRhejE0Q3FHK2xwQnpKUUlBVEpxRWsrS0k1bGNTbHlYelVOUU9ZWFpYei83WVY3d3gxc2FLRlE4MEtiWHVnempMRnBZS1JPNmp0V3FoSWdwbEt3PT0=&rh=ff0067631b828090707baba5e740b75559892d7c


With the comprehensive spending review now underway, the Law Society is calling for solicitors and 
supporters to write to the chancellor to urge him to ensure that our justice system and legal services 
sector is equipped with the funding it needs to face the challenges of the future. 
  
The comprehensive spending review sets out departmental spending for the years ahead, and is the 
biggest opportunity to influence government spending priorities for the next few years. 
  
This spending review is a once in a generation opportunity for our justice system, which contributes 
significantly to our economy, underpins our society and in turn facilitates growth across other parts of our 
economy. It is vital that the chancellor hears your voice. 
  
You can write to the chancellor of the exchequer using our quick and easy tool in just two minutes.  
  
Diversity and Inclusion 
   
Virtual D&I Conference – Master of the Rolls to speak 

  
We were very pleased when Leeds Law Society approached us about working together on a D&I 
conference. Now that it must be a virtual one, anyone anywhere can sign-up.   

  
Running from 15 September to 1 October, and so incorporating National Inclusion Week, there will be six 
events; each covering a different topic: 

• Social mobility 

• Mental health 

• Gender 

• Disability 

• LGBT+ 

• Race 

The Master of the Rolls, Sir Terence Etherton, has now been added to the already impressive list of 
speakers. 
  
Book your place 
  
A disability inclusive future  
  
In partnership with Legally Disabled, we have launched a survey to capture the experiences of disabled 
solicitors and trainees and how they have navigated remote working during lockdown.  
  
Help us build a more disability inclusive profession by completing the survey by Sunday 16 August.  
  
Take the survey 
 
Update from our Brussels Office 
 
The Law Society submitted its consultation response to the Ministry of Justice’s consultation on departing 
from retained EU case law by UK courts and tribunals 
 
Our work internationally 
 
On 14 August the Law Society, the Confederation of Indian Industry and Clyde & Co hosted a webinar on 
the “Impact of COVID19 on legal sector and how to handle contractual disputes in the UK & Indian 
jurisdictions” 
   
As always, please feel free to share this update with your constituents. Kind regards. 

  

Simon 
 

   
  
Simon Davis 
President 
The Law Society, 113 Chancery Lane, London. 
WC2A 1P 
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