
Subject: President’s Update 16.11.2020 
 

Dear colleague, 

Your weekly Law Society update 

As the professional body for solicitors, every week the Law Society is working hard to 
influence the legal and regulatory environment on behalf of our profession and to 
promote solicitors at home and abroad. We support practice excellence, are an 

informed source of legal sector news and support members at every stage of their   
career. 

Website 
  
Our new website and the new My LS are now live. Please register to see content tailored to your 
practice and interests. Thanks to all members who have fed back during development. Feedback is still 
welcome. Registering with My LS will also help you understand the benefit to your constituents. 
  
Find a Solicitor Service 
 
Whilst the Law Society is not able to give legal advice, if you have a client who needs advice in a 
practice area other than your own, our Find a Solicitor service is available to help them find a legal 
professional who can help. They can use the service by visiting solicitors.lawsociety.org.uk or by calling 
020 7320 5650. 
   
We have been in the media this week to promote the role and value of the profession in these 
difficult times 
 
The Gazette revealed the Irish Law Society is to cease issuing practising certificates to its members if 
they are based outside the Republic. 
  
I said: “To hear about this development through a release on the Law Society of Ireland’s website is very 
disappointing. We would have expected to learn of any proposed changes in advance and formally.” 
  
New Law Journal and Legal Week (£) all covered the story. 
  
Paul Tennant, Law Society chief executive, wrote for the Gazette on the Law Society 2020/21 business 
plan. He said: “No doubt this will be a difficult year ahead for our members. Our role is to rise to the 
challenge and be there for them, whatever circumstances they face.” 
                        
The Gazette reported student loans are unlikely to be available to graduates taking the Solicitors 
Qualifying Exam. The Law Society has said previously the loans issue could have “significant 
implications for social mobility”. 
  
The Financial Times (£) analysed how law schools are introducing training courses to broaden students’ 
opportunities by increasing their commercial awareness, therefore making them more employable. 
  
Stephen Denyer, director of strategic relationships at the Law Society, also said that law firms are 
adopting measures to recruit from under-represented groups via “blind” and “contextual recruitment”. 
  
The Gazette meanwhile noted the Law Society’s recommendation that law firms should reserve training 
contract places for disabled candidates and allow graduates to work part-time to improve access to the 
profession. 
  
Chris Seel, diversity and inclusion adviser at the Law Society, said: “We are encouraging firms and 
organisations to reserve places for disabled people on their work experience and on their training 
[contracts] and qualifying work experience. The current position is so bad and so non-inclusive that it 
justifies that kind of action.” 
  
I’m quoted: “We have been having productive conversations with the government on this issue and will 
continue to push for the provision of loans for SQE applicants.” 
  
Gary Rycroft, chair of our digital assets working group, was on Channel 5 News (from 0:32) discussing 
the case of Britney Spears and a court’s ruling in favour of her father – Jamie Spears – continuing to 
manage her financial affairs. 
  
Stuart Nolan, chair of our criminal law committee, talked to BBC Radio Northampton (from 3:20:00) 
about whether breaking Covid rules during the second lockdown in England constitutes a criminal 
offence. 
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The Gazette had a piece on the actions solicitors should be taking seven weeks out from the end of the 
Brexit transitional period and cites our guidance. 
  
Legal Week examined how some big law firms are adapting their operating models overseas to prepare 
for Brexit. Mickael Laurans, head of international at the Law Society, said there are professional rules in 
different EU member states restricting joint practice or profit-sharing with non-EU lawyers. He suggested 
current law firm restructuring plans in Austria were more to do with legal and regulatory compliance than 
tax concerns, to ensure their entities are fit to deliver legal services in specific EU markets. 
  
“You do have a number of examples of some countries where UK LLPs are recognised and there is little 
to no impact for UK firms (e.g. Belgium or the Netherlands) as they have regimes for non-EU lawyers 
and law firms to set up,” he said. 
  
"But the driver for firms restructuring their network and operations in Europe would be different in each 
country." 
  
The Northampton Chronicle and the Northamptonshire Telegraph reported that Northamptonshire will be 
one of the new Nightingale court locations and cite our concerns about the growing case backlogs 
across the civil and criminal justice systems. 
  
The Daily Mail covers ten steps people can take to transform their finances during the coronavirus 
lockdown. They advise people to make a will and cite our find a solicitor service. 
  
Today’s Conveyancer examined concerns a second lockdown will affect the property market. A Law 
Society spokesperson said: “Many aspects of identification can be carried out remotely although more 
investigations need to be made when there is no face-to-face interaction. HM Land Registry is now 
accepting witnessed electronic signatures and is working hard to further develop their requirements so 
that more conveyancers can use these methods of execution.” 
  
Estate Agent Today covers concerns about the end of the stamp duty land tax holiday and reports our 
calls to extend the holiday. 
  
Cambridge Independent (£) also reported the Law Society’s call urging the government to act now to 
avoid an abrupt end to the stamp duty land tax holiday in March 2021. 
  
“An extension to the deadline, or introducing appropriate transitional arrangements, would help release 
the growing pressure on the conveyancing system, including that on solicitors,” I said. 
  
Today’s Conveyancer has an article on the Law Society being among key players in the home moving 
process calling for urgent action ahead of the stamp duty holiday deadline. 
  
I said: “Many factors limiting the speed of a move – delays in the issues of searches, delays in mortgage 
offers, problems in the chain and with dependent transactions – are usually out of the control of the 
conveyancer.” 
  
The new Social Mobility Foundation index, which reveals the top 75 UK employers who have taken the 
most action on social mobility, features in the Solicitors Journal. 
  
I said: “The law offers a highly rewarding career path and any aspiring solicitor should be able to access 
and progress in the profession – regardless of their socio-economic background.” 
  
Practical Law covered our guidance on the practical issues arising from the temporary allowing of video 
witnessing of wills. 
  
The Solicitors Regulation Authority revealed this year’s professional indemnity insurance renewal 
season has not been as bad as feared, but there has been an increase in mergers and acquisitions, 
according to Legal Futures. 
  
Legal Futures also cited the need for firms to engage with clients virtually and notes the Law Society has 
been working to keep the profession up-to-date on technical solutions such as e-discovery software, 
smart legal contracts, data analysis and chatbots which are rolling out faster than planned 
  
Lexology discusses two Law Commission reviews that will look at how English law can adapt to the 
digital world with people’s assets increasingly held in the digital realm and contracts being drawn up and 
completed digitally. 
  

https://emailcc.com/collect/click.aspx?u=ZGRvQlZCbGplUC9zRG1mcUFMd3FqOS90S1RmcHFYaUw5dkw2Q3FUaTF0cFlnZjU2L1FLNEw1aXFhSTB5TjFnVDhtUnpwYm8yVzRsN3RyQ2ZYT0dhYmdHcFdEZDlUUnJ1eEd3MTdUaVlzNzlSK2hub2cvRXZKN3pmUnB4MTFURGExMlk5QTNFa1NUSk9tUG1XYkxEL0NnYm9WK1psd01ibkg4SWd2WW5qS0tnPQ==&rh=ff006d9726d2d2fa17f8d69f2e458de67537af59
https://emailcc.com/collect/click.aspx?u=ZGRvQlZCbGplUC9zRG1mcUFMd3FqOS90S1RmcHFYaUw5dkw2Q3FUaTF0cFlnZjU2L1FLNEw2a2NwN1NJRkxQV2VlY3MzVUF0WGIzL1JmWW82QjdwSk9XeGRFbjBtbEJzdkFsU0tWUW5iTmwrcit0TE51ays3a0M5NTFZcmV2VHJFRGtINUExaXlwQjR2Qkw3dnhQRFBMMzFiMzV6YUtObg==&rh=ff006d9726d2d2fa17f8d69f2e458de67537af59
https://emailcc.com/collect/click.aspx?u=ZGRvQlZCbGplUC9zRG1mcUFMd3FqOS90S1RmcHFYaUw5dkw2Q3FUaTF0cFlnZjU2L1FLNEx3SmJ5SGI1a2F6Y2xJN1M5RFJqalRuRHZVbzA3L1pQTDRqQk5TZ2lVcFV2WDhqcks3UU1WK0E4NmZraGtxaTZIbWx5Sm83MzZlS0lreWZVd1NiTEpFcVJvemd5RENUeWNhR0hiQVpkaGJnQW9pRm0xaFlTYU04czkvSnJRUHp1ZzVtN2twc1laZXNpcGF6Umh0VXdMM0owUlBGYzByY1B1NjIyYUF2ZGg0Rm1tM0NLZkRxcjUydGZsb1J5UmcyZ3NRPT0=&rh=ff006d9726d2d2fa17f8d69f2e458de67537af59
https://emailcc.com/collect/click.aspx?u=ZGRvQlZCbGplUC9zRG1mcUFMd3FqOS90S1RmcHFYaUw5dkw2Q3FUaTF0cFlnZjU2L1FLNEx6dmw0NmtSemRlbkF1aE5BNGtNanBubUo4WWxIRWI4M2cwOFNPeTRLdnI4a3NZbXkzVG5oa3pkSlZUQkJLMHRHRVJ2cUlCbkZtVGpBZUlkWGwxWGRzU2svYVYwVUtlTjc0NkRSL25QeFIyZ0tlaGZ0N2lhTkJ0YUc5RDFsbmdQQ1NLMDYxV2FpK1FZMms0MkUrSEtENnV2SjRrTnJHT04weUllajQremJWY1ZzQkpaQjQ4REFWTGZuenY5MlZWTzU2Y0lxcDdmR25wRg==&rh=ff006d9726d2d2fa17f8d69f2e458de67537af59
https://emailcc.com/collect/click.aspx?u=ZGRvQlZCbGplUC9zRG1mcUFMd3FqOS90S1RmcHFYaUw5dkw2Q3FUaTF0cFlnZjU2L1FLNEwydVFFZjAySHhhOTYxc0I0a2RHRWtCRXZLOW1CeC9idkx1aGFreXRUR2I4MkIvZGVkNUZ4aWNsZXBlcGp4UUJhUlVLOWVya0wzTnIvOE1YZlFhSUVSZzl5NlV5cHFnZFViUUUxTjVzMTZXaUI0ZUczU2NndkwyVjY0VklhSUxoVUNLQ2xiK3VERjc2NDY4eTB5ajhqYzNIUWJORHVKWFA0WmtkK3NUMmxXcGFFczMzZ0FXQkxDUzdVN1ZJcHRnM1VncmM4Unh1eGFMdA==&rh=ff006d9726d2d2fa17f8d69f2e458de67537af59
https://emailcc.com/collect/click.aspx?u=ZGRvQlZCbGplUC9zRG1mcUFMd3FqOS90S1RmcHFYaUw5dkw2Q3FUaTF0cFlnZjU2L1FLNEwwOC9YLy9FREFmdVZFWmxZb25EKzNwRWl4UnRaTkVxbDA0ZElrUmtRaFdaS0FDbHRmZmx2QnpNNnFDQWFuOVJkQ01sMDJzK0l3UXc0TnUvMm4rWVFKUkZjVUVVQkdRQkpHQ0dROFhlVGRjS0tpM1k2YTZrdnR3dmxRV2dITlhGYUhxUXVCV2xWaTdr&rh=ff006d9726d2d2fa17f8d69f2e458de67537af59
https://emailcc.com/collect/click.aspx?u=ZGRvQlZCbGplUC9zRG1mcUFMd3FqOS90S1RmcHFYaUw5dkw2Q3FUaTF0cFlnZjU2L1FLNEw1endjWDBoZG1JaDNhMXZCSFNjZ0NRMFVrN1lqZ3V2MFh2QUNwbU1BQjhjRGRzNlcyT0FMNVJxWUxPWXdZclRIQjBjZDhPK1ArQXhRcGhmSUV3U2xPOVJNbnRqVTY3cTNDNXJGamM3c0VjQ20vdmw0VlRaUGRzNEhqUXMvZmpvVmtEMzAxa05Xd2ZiYTY3bGJtajFoWUpQdGNRSWYzT0dCUT09&rh=ff006d9726d2d2fa17f8d69f2e458de67537af59
https://emailcc.com/collect/click.aspx?u=ZGRvQlZCbGplUC9zRG1mcUFMd3FqOS90S1RmcHFYaUw5dkw2Q3FUaTF0cFlnZjU2L1FLNEwxdFVlSkszMnJWZnFRNUxmQUlLQ1k0c2lKUXJzYlFaVG8vblUwWlZlRkVheEMxRTBESTNYMGZCNzVqcTNIdGhZeWxTdVFaWmM3Y0xqZGZNTjlEOXNkc1NDSlJIL1cxZFRzc1JwOXVqZ0t0eWdRMWJuTHdLcmVSNW82dzcwL056anc9PQ==&rh=ff006d9726d2d2fa17f8d69f2e458de67537af59
https://emailcc.com/collect/click.aspx?u=ZGRvQlZCbGplUC9zRG1mcUFMd3FqOS90S1RmcHFYaUw5dkw2Q3FUaTF0cFlnZjU2L1FLNEwwOC9YLy9FREFmdVZFWmxZb25EKzNwRWl4UnRaTkVxbDA0ZElrUmtRaFdacmllZmJYY3ZTc2V1a1RKblJrZ2xJY2hHcGQyZGIrQ1dDSGwydHh0TVNCWDRNWEJXZHVhWUhQYzRtSllQY0JwZThNTTlnRlROYjNaZTVjWGJlSmFzMHc9PQ==&rh=ff006d9726d2d2fa17f8d69f2e458de67537af59
https://emailcc.com/collect/click.aspx?u=ZGRvQlZCbGplUC9zRG1mcUFMd3FqOS90S1RmcHFYaUw5dkw2Q3FUaTF0cFlnZjU2L1FLNEwvQ3ZUa2lJbi9zbm41OEdLRURRRm5vTUR6dXJqMDRrMEk5TmplL293OWZiQUtCMm5paExwbTNnQ08zUWVYTzY2QU5jdHVJVTFRbU9sUnhPeU5JSGJvUXA2eHpKK3BleUs0aEVnNWRRNVY3RjF4Y0U3aW54TllnPQ==&rh=ff006d9726d2d2fa17f8d69f2e458de67537af59
https://emailcc.com/collect/click.aspx?u=ZGRvQlZCbGplUC9zRG1mcUFMd3FqOS90S1RmcHFYaUw5dkw2Q3FUaTF0clhBQnNmbnN2YWRjNnl1RkNBbG53RGRlc2RTeENmVkk5MVVYUFdBT1pUQVN2NGMwdnI1R2dDZVgyMFA5NU5pMFo3emhrdlVtR2lRQlR5eDg5bjBVYmRMb1BtcW9xQTNBK2ZHTFVsczh5ajJwcWRVUXJaQzFhSlJQK0tDOUNXNyt6aWN1alBONHZ3MndzTWV5MkFad2JWdzlaVVF2d0F1TCtvdVlpN2hqOTllcUI3RXp1WXNzbVI4aXVKWFVBdGU2aElONnJPTFVVMmhLRCtORHQ4WGpuNzcydEpzYzdReXg3QTk3UXN4OE4wdXc9PQ==&rh=ff006d9726d2d2fa17f8d69f2e458de67537af59
https://emailcc.com/collect/click.aspx?u=ZGRvQlZCbGplUC9zRG1mcUFMd3FqOS90S1RmcHFYaUw5dkw2Q3FUaTF0cFlnZjU2L1FLNEwrU1hKQzFHSVNTSHJDckg1b3dHTU5zZEZwb1FvUWJBK1NIalZZSUxHLzJQa3B5NW5aUzhxZGxRd2tkNWxYRFcwcWlaUlphYlpLY1hTNlFaWFlJTVpvZHN1YzRsOWRKMjRlUVl6QTlWaFpYeEltaWZJalA2RUZ3PQ==&rh=ff006d9726d2d2fa17f8d69f2e458de67537af59
https://emailcc.com/collect/click.aspx?u=ZGRvQlZCbGplUC9zRG1mcUFMd3FqOS90S1RmcHFYaUw5dkw2Q3FUaTF0cFlnZjU2L1FLNEwrU1hKQzFHSVNTSHJDckg1b3dHTU5zSWJrMkdKSjRWNnpiLzVDRmFPOE5VSjl5UTA0Nmg3U1hSUFd6cFRaa3lrSDdZT043VEhGQ0tWdkUvVEJzeXcxRHdiM2paOGRrOGw0SkNqUzNDY202MjM0NGpNSjljVzZnPQ==&rh=ff006d9726d2d2fa17f8d69f2e458de67537af59
https://emailcc.com/collect/click.aspx?u=ZGRvQlZCbGplUC9zRG1mcUFMd3FqOS90S1RmcHFYaUw5dkw2Q3FUaTF0cFlnZjU2L1FLNEw2Z3ZDWDB1QXh5MlREZTBKUkt0elRqOEpKaXMyWmFscDAwOXJjdXRoeWpPbmQrN05YR0JRSnJhUEpna2U0QWtnTXYwWFBIellCayt2b045V1lPTE9Oa2pwR3U3QWRoZ0hBPT0=&rh=ff006d9726d2d2fa17f8d69f2e458de67537af59


Justice  
 
HMCTS publishes civil, family and tribunals (CFT) recovery plan 
HMCTS has published their CFT recovery plan which details progress made on safely increasing 
capacity to deal with outstanding cases. It also sets out their plans as to how they will continue to deliver 
justice services for all users in these areas. 
 
There are five key pillars of recovery:  

• maximising the capacity of the judiciary to sit as many sitting days as possible 

• re-opening our courtrooms where it is safe to do so as quickly as possible and reinforce this 
capacity with COVID Operating Hours and Nightingale courts  

• ensuring remote hearings continue to be effectively supported with increased staff support and 
guidance for users 

• increasing staff numbers to support delivery as we adapt to new ways of working 

• continuing to build online services in areas such as probate and divorce and working with the 
judiciary to pilot new approaches, which saves administrative time and frees up judges to hear 
more cases. 

Read the recovery plan here. 
 
Parliamentary 
 
Lords remove contentious sections of Internal Market Bill 
On Monday (9 November) the House of Lords debated and amended the Internal Market Bill in 
committee. The entirety of Part 5 of the Bill (Clauses 42-47), which would have given ministers the 
power to breach the UK’s obligations under the Withdrawal Agreement, was removed in two votes 
(Clauses 42-43, majority 268; Clauses 44-47, majority 259). 44 Conservative peers voted against the 
government, including former party leader Lord Howard, as well as Labour, the Liberal Democrats, the 
SNP, the Greens, and a significant number of crossbenchers. 
  
The Law Society briefed before the debate urging the removal of Clauses 43-47 and we were mentioned 
twice in the debate by Baroness Macintosh of Pickering (Con), who reiterated our argument that the 
Neill amendment (which added further Parliamentary scrutiny to the powers allocated to Ministers) did 
not affect the substantive criticisms of the Bill. She argued that this is “trying to elevate to a matter of 
process is what is offensive and obnoxious in this part of the Bill.” 
  
Read the transcript here. 
 
Lord Chief Justice discusses Government rhetoric on lawyers 
On Tuesday (10 November) the Justice Select Committee heard evidence from Lord Chief Justice Lord 
Burnett of Maldon. In response to a question from Andy Slaughter MP (Lab) about the effect of recent 
comments from the government about lawyers and the legal profession, the lord chief said he was well 
aware of the sense of unease because it had been conveyed to him by the president of the Law Society. 
The lord chief said the “vitality and independence of the legal profession is an essential hallmark of a 
society governed by the rule of law”. 
  
A recording of the session is available here. 
 
Diversity & Inclusion 
 
Lawyers with Disabilities Division Quiz  
Join us on Thursday 3 December at 7pm for a virtual quiz to mark International Day of People with 
Disabilities. 
  
Learn about the Legally Disabled research findings, meet our Lawyers with Disabilities Committee and 
have fun celebrating Disability History Month with us!        Book your place 
  
Fiona Woolf lecture  
Our annual Fiona Woolf lecture will be taking place virtually this year on Thursday 19 November. 
  
As always, we’ll be celebrating the achievements of Dame Fiona Woolf and other inspirational women 
who have reached senior positions within the sector. 
  
We’ll be focusing on the positive contribution made by women in the profession and how both 
intersectionality and diversity enhances organisations and the legal profession.     Book your place 
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New research into the impact of COVID-19 on disabled people in the legal profession 
Legally Disabled?: The Career Experiences of Disabled People in the Legal Profession (January 2020) 
identified that the most requested, and refused, reasonable adjustment for disabled lawyers was remote 
or home working. 
  
However, COVID-19 has required everyone to work in this way and this is predicted to continue. It has 
meant new opportunities for disabled people and the profession to shape a more inclusive working 
environment. 
  
This new research in collaboration with us and the Legally Disabled team captures people’s experiences 
during the pandemic. 
  
Read the report 
 
Our work internationally 
 
The Law Society of Ireland (LSI) has just published a new statement (see Media above) concerning the 
issuing of practising certificates to Irish solicitors outside of the Republic of Ireland, which can be viewed 
here. 
  
According to this statement, the LSI has carried out a review of its regulatory framework and concluded 
that “Irish qualified solicitors who are based in England and Wales and are seeking a practising 
certificate from the LSI will not be entitled to a practising certificate”. 
  
This will come as a huge disappointment to the many solicitors in England and Wales who requalified in 
line with long-established process in order to continue advising clients on EU law with the benefit of 
privilege after 31 December. 
  
We are consulting members on our next steps. Please get in touch by emailing 
international@lawsociety.org.uk if you have any questions. 
  
British Expertise International webinar 
On 10 November, we had a successful webinar in collaboration with British Expertise International (BEI) 
on the Singapore-UK Legal Sector post-COVID. The event was chaired by the CEO of BEI - Tom Cargill 
and our international policy manager Donna Evans joined as key speaker. The panel members also 
included Tien Gui Koh - Bryan Cave Leighton Paisner (BCLP) LLP Singapore, Justinian Habner - British 
High Commission (Singapore)/DIT, and Yvonne Foo - Harry Elias Partnership (Singapore). There was a 
good representation from the legal fraternity in both Singapore and the UK, with participants from 
leading law firms including Addleshaw Goddard, Allen and Overy, Charles Russell Speechlys, Norton 
Rose Fulbright, Pennington Manches Cooper to name a few plus PwC, Victorian Bar and UK’s Ministry 
of Justice (MoJ) among others. 
 
It was a lively session and excellent feedback was received. The discussion focused on the future of 
UK-Singapore collaboration post-pandemic. The panel interacted on what future relationships may look 
like, opportunities for UK businesses, and what ‘building back better’ might mean in the legal sector in 
Singapore and the UK.   
  
The event recording and the presentation (for BEI members) is available here 
 
Update from our Brussels Office 
 
On Tuesday 10 November, the Brussels office co-organised with City of London Corporation a webinar 
on securing access to justice post-2020. Panellists were Sarah Garvey, counsel, Allen & Overy; Dr Peter 
M Werner, senior counsel, International Swaps & Derivatives Association and Catherine McGuiness, 
chair of the Policy & Resources Committee, City of London Corporation. Helena Raulus, head of our 
Brussels office also spoke. Around 60 people were in attendance. 
 
On Thursday 12 November, Marcus Corry, EU policy adviser was speaking as a panellist, at an event 
co-hosted between the Italian Chambers of Commerce and the British Embassy to Italy, about mutual 
recognition of professional qualifications and the Lugano convention on recognition and enforcement of 
judgments. 
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 Kind regards, 
  
David Greene  
President 
The Law Society, 113 Chancery Lane, London. 
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