
Subject: President’s Update 16.3.2021 
 

Dear colleague, 

Your weekly Law Society update 

As the professional body for solicitors, every week the Law Society is working hard to 
influence the legal and regulatory environment on behalf of our profession and to 
promote solicitors at home and abroad. We support practice excellence, are an 

informed source of legal sector news and support members at every stage of their 
career. 

 
My LS 
  
Please register with My LS to see content tailored to your practice and interests. Registering will also help 
you understand the benefit to your constituents. 
  
Find a Solicitor Service 
 
Whilst the Law Society is not able to give legal advice, if you have a client who needs advice in a practice 
area other than your own, our Find a Solicitor service is available so they can identify a legal professional 
who can help. They can use the service by visiting solicitors.lawsociety.org.uk or by calling 020 7320 5650. 
 
We were in the media last week to promote the role and value of the profession in these difficult 
times 
 
The Daily Mail, Evening Standard, ITV and more than 195 other publications covered the Crown Court 
backlog. 
  
The reports note a poll carried out by the Law Society, the Bar Council and the Chartered Institute of Legal 
Executives which suggested the majority of the public are worried about the impact on justice. 
  
Law Society Gazette  and Press Association also covered the joint research which indicates two thirds of 
UK citizens agree curbs on freedoms put in place during the pandemic must be rolled back afterwards. 
  
The study on public attitudes to human rights was commissioned by the legal professions to mark Justice 
Week 2021. 
  
“People do not expect the rule of law to take a backseat in a time of national emergency,” the leaders of 
three professional bodies commented. “We don’t know when or how we will emerge from the eye of the 
Covid-19 storm, but as we do it is vital the many layers limiting rights and freedoms that have been put in 
place are peeled back.” 
  
The research suggests widespread unease about the state of democracy in the UK. While three quarters of 
respondents said living in a democracy is important, fewer than half agreed our democracy is working well. 
 
The Gazette covered the Law Society’s warning that criminal justice risks reverting to a situation where 
suspects were placed on bail for extended periods while investigations moved at a ‘glacial pace’. My 
remarks followed publication of a new justice bill. 
 
I said: “Victims, witnesses and those accused of crimes need to know investigations and charging will take 
place within a reasonable time frame.” 
 
Isleworth Crown Court was found to be failing in some areas of its Covid compliance, the Gazette reported, 
following a health and safety inspection in January. The New Law Journal also picked up the story. I said: 
“Even though we may be seeing a planned exit from the pandemic it remains absolutely essential that all 
court users can be assured of the safety of the court environment. 
  
“If that cannot be assured, as appears to be the case at Isleworth, HMCTS must take immediate 
action―including possibly closing a court―until it can be.” 
 
The BBC reported that business owners determined to escape Covid-19 restrictions have resorted to citing 
obsolete and irrelevant laws. For example, the use of Article 61 of the Magna Carta which is falsely seen 
by some as justification for rebellion against legal and political 'elites'. 
  
Ellie Cumbo, our head of public law, said: "Some think they can opt out of law in the same way that some 
people think they can opt out of science and vaccines.” 
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In response to this, we issued a fresh warning about court safety, adding that “immediate action” must be 
taken including possible closure if a court is considered unsafe. 
  
Law360 (£) examined how the backlog exposed the state of the country’s court infrastructure, which 
desperately needs funding. 
  
Our head of justice, Richard Miller, said: “It is often said justice delayed is justice denied, and there is a real 
risk that in some cases, because the evidence will have deteriorated in the delay until the case is heard, 
that could result in defendants successfully arguing they couldn't have a fair trial as a result.” 
  
Legal Futures commended a podcast with Richard Miller on developments in legal aid during the 
pandemic. 
  
The Gazette carried an interview with Law Society vice and deputy vice presidents I. Stephanie Boyce and 
Lubna Shuja  to mark International Women’s Day. Eduardo Reyes talked to them about their paths to 
leadership roles in the law and their aspirations for the profession. 
  
The Gazette noted “When Shuja becomes president, following on from Boyce, this will be another 
leadership first, as the representative body for solicitors has never had women take the top role 
consecutively. In addition, Boyce will be the Society’s first black president, and Shuja the first Asian.” 
  
Law Careers ran a feature on what the legal profession is like for women in 2021, noting data from the Law 
Society on the growing proportion of women entrants to the profession. 
  
Former Law Society president Christina Blacklaws is cited saying: “For future female solicitors to reach 
senior leadership positions at an equal rate to men, the work culture of law firms needs to adapt to suit 
both men and women. As a profession which strives to uphold justice, the legal sector needs to be at the 
forefront of the fight for equality in the workplace.” 
  
The Gazette interviewed three women solicitors, including wills and equity committee member Melinda 
Giles, about how their firms and professional lives have been affected by the pandemic, and the strategies 
they've introduced to support women during these extraordinary times. 
  
New Law Journal ran a piece to coincide with International Women’s Day and cited our new toolkit for 
women in the law, which we produced with Bates Wells. 
  
International Tax Review also picked up the story, which found that there is still much to do to achieve 
gender equality in the profession globally. 
  
I said: “In jurisdictions across the globe, female lawyers are experiencing significant barriers to progression 
and are struggling to reach senior leadership roles in equal numbers to men.” 
  
“International Women’s Day provides an important chance to reflect on gender equality in the profession,” 
he added. 
  
The Gazette looked at how firms have been supporting women during the pandemic. 
 
The piece includes a link to our poll, launched on International Women’s Day, asking how has Covid-19 
impacted you? 
  
Legal Futures covered the same story. I said: “The report provides an important insight into the 
experiences of women in the law and what needs to be done to achieve greater equality of opportunity and 
of representation, particularly at the senior levels. 
  
“Many of the report’s findings reflect previous research that we have undertaken in this area to identify 
some of the key challenges to progression and opportunity for women in law, and we hear again about 
issues such as unconscious bias and equal pay for equal work.” 
  
Australasian Lawyer reported that I. Stephanie Boyce will begin her term as president and as the first 
president of colour on 19 March. 
  
“As president I will lead our independent, strong and diverse legal profession with pride by emphasising the 
work of solicitors and their contribution to the economy, society and continuing to lobby government to 
provide a justice system that is equitable, accessible and affordable,” she said. 
  
The Gazette, Inside Conveyancing, Property Wire and Letting Agent Today all reported on our response to 
the extension of the eviction ban. 
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I said: “We welcome the news that some tenants who are struggling and would otherwise be facing eviction 
will be able to stay in their homes until the summer, particularly given the lockdown, the new variants of the 
virus and the vaccine programme working its way across England. 
  
“However, it should be noted that those with significant rent arrears are exempt from the ban, and, as time 
goes on, it’s likely that more tenants will be evicted as a result of increasing amounts of overdue rent. 
Eventually, fewer tenants will be protected by the ban and may become homeless.” 
  
The Gazette covered approaching ‘seismic changes’ to the lower-value road traffic accident claims market 
when a new whiplash portal comes into force on 31 May. 
  
Richard Miller said the date confirmation was welcome but more detail is still needed on how the portal will 
work, adding that “more information is needed on how easy the court process will be for claimants if the 
insurer denies liability or if they want to challenge their level of compensation”. 
  
The Gazette revealed the Professional Indemnity Insurance (PII) market is the hardest it has been for 20 
years, noting the Law Society is already reporting premium increases of 5-50% as ‘typical’, at a point when 
firm turnover is down 10% on average. 
  
Also in the Gazette, Nick Gurney-Champion, chair of the Law Society’s PII committee, advised firms with 
an October renewal date to “allow an absolute minimum of two months to arrange cover”. 
  
The Gazette hosted a roundtable on developments in the PII market with Law Society deputy vice 
president Lubna Shuja and others. 
. 
Lancashire Business View discusses how contracts are changing and notes timely guidance from the Law 
Society on the validity of electronic signatures that came out last year. 
 
Parliamentary 
 
Law Society International Policy Adviser appears before Lords International Agreements Sub-
Committee 
 
International policy adviser Catherine Brims appeared before the House of Lords sub-committee on 
international agreements as part of their inquiry into the Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement on 
Trans Pacific Partnership (CPTPP). She flagged the benefits of joining CPTPP, noting it was of growing 
interest to members with several large firms already providing services and operating offices in that region. 
She acknowledged that joining CPTPP will not change legal services market access overnight: it is just one 
step toward increasing market access. Rather, it is an opportunity to increase dialogue and co-operation, 
with access to mechanisms like the professional services working group that can help secure future 
improvements in market access.     Watch the session here 
  
Law Society concerns on Overseas Operations Bill raised by peers 
 
On Tuesday (9 March) the Overseas Operations (Service Personnel and Veterans) Bill received its first 
sitting of Committee stage in the House of Lords. The Law Society briefed beforehand and was mentioned 
three times in the debate, which focused on the first section off the Bill, dealing with the presumption 
against prosecution. Lord Robertson of Port Ellen, a previous Defence Secretary under the 1997 Labour 
Government, and ex-secretary-general of NATO, spoke to his amendment providing that the presumption 
against prosecution does not apply to war crimes, crimes against humanity, genocide or torture, which we 
supported in our briefing. Referring to the Law Society’s criticism of the presumption alongside that of the 
Joint Committee on Human Rights, and the chief prosecutor of the International Criminal Court, he quoted 
directly from our briefing saying the measure “creates a special category of criminal case, hitherto 
unrecognised in UK law.”    Read the transcript here 
  
Law Society provides critical support to Lords Committee Stage of the National Security and 
Investment Bill 
  
On Tuesday (9 March), the National Security and Investment Bill had its second sitting of Committee Stage 
in the House of Lords. The bill's purpose is to provide the government with the powers to scrutinise and 
intervene in business transactions to protect national security. The Law Society produced a brief for the 
Committee Stage and drafted amendments for several committee members. During the second sitting, the 
Law Society was referenced nine times. Baroness McIntosh of Pickering noted “the concerns raised by the 
Law Society” regarding Clause 7(3) of the Bill. She also stated her “support [for] the Law Society’s 
conclusion” that Clause 7(3)(b) should be removed from the legislation. Lord Hodgson of Astley Abbots 
thanked the Law Society on two occasions during the debate for its help drafting his amendments. The 
quality of these amendments were subsequently praised by Lord Clement-Jones.  
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Regulation 
 
Solicitors' leaders in fresh warning over Court safety 
   

Reminder: Guidance and best practice for court attendance and member safety in court and 
tribunal buildings 
 
Throughout the pandemic, we have maintained that it is essential for justice to continue to be delivered and 
that the safety of both court users and those who work within the justice system is of the utmost 
importance. 
  
We want to assure you that safety remains a key priority. We strongly endorse the lord chief justice’s 
statement that ‘no participant in legal proceedings should be required by a judge or a magistrate to attend 
court unless it is necessary in the interests of justice’. In exercising that balance, the judge must give safety 
priority. 
 
We have published updated guidance and best practice for court attendance and member safety in court 
and tribunal buildings. This will be kept updated as and when new government guidance is published. 
 
HMCTS is also encouraging all court and tribunal users to take part in any community testing programme 
that is available locally – more information can be found in the ‘testing advice for key workers’ section of 
the guidance.   Read the guidance 
 
Nightingale court update 
   

 
Diversity & inclusion 
 
How has the COVID-19 pandemic impacted you? 
  
To mark International Women’s Day, we are running a short poll to gather your views and experiences on 
how you have been impacted by the pandemic and how you believe gender equality within the profession 
has been influenced by it.   Take the poll 
  
International Women’s Day: Choose to Challenge 
  
There are many ways we can challenge decisions and behaviours to help create more inclusive and 
diverse environments, which encourage equality instead of inhibiting it. When we are presented with an 
opportunity to stand up to bias, discrimination, or exclusion, we should take it. 
  
To align with this year’s International Women’s Day theme of #ChooseToChallenge, we have asked 
members of the profession to share when they have chosen to take a stand.   Read the article 
  
Challenge can be challenging: being an active bystander 
  
As part of our celebrations of International Women’s Day, we have worked with the Active Bystander 
Training Company to discuss what it means to be an active bystander and how it helps equality. 
Find out how to be an active bystander in this resource.  Read the resource 
  
Our Diversity Access Scheme is now open 
  
Applications for our Diversity Access Scheme are open. It is a scholarship with a difference offering 
awardees funding for the LPC, real work experience placements and professional mentoring. Submit your 
application and check the eligibility criteria.   Submit your application 
  
Our work internationally 
 
On 10 March Ben Stevenson and  Stephen Denyer hosted a Strategy roundtable for 30 members on Latin 

London’s Isleworth Crown Court failed a COVID safety inspection by the Health and Safety Executive. This 
has prompted us to remind HM Courts and Tribunals Service of the need for safety policies to be put fully 
into effect to ensure access to justice in a safe environment.   Read our press release 
  

Six new Nightingale courtrooms have been opened in London and Birmingham. Maple House in 
Birmingham city centre will provide four additional courtrooms and a venue in Barbican, central London will 
provide two courtrooms bringing the total number of Nightingale courtrooms to 50. 
 
View our interactive map and read our position on Nightingale courts 
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America with HM Trade Commissioner, Spencer Mahony. The discussion focused on market access, cross 
border regulatory issues and trade promotion. 
  
International Women's Day and Launch of joint Law Society-Bates Wells report "Practical Toolkit for 
Women in Law.  We had 629 people registered with 302 people signing in and 182 people staying until the 
end. The feedback received has been very positive so far. 
  
I spoke at the LAWASIA Webinar on 'the role of law associations in promoting the rule of law' on Thursday 
11 March, alongside colleagues from law associations in Australia, India, and Hong Kong. I discussed the 
relationship between lawyers and the rule of law, noting what the Law Society of England and Wales is 
doing to aid endangered lawyers to develop the rule of law. 
 
Approximately 341 participants across 42 jurisdictions registered for “The Role of Law Associations in 
Promoting the Rule of Law” webinar to hear from a distinguished line up of speakers to discuss the topic 
in relation to their respective jurisdictions. 
 
Update from our Brussels office 
 
On Wednesday 10 March, Helena Raulus, head of office chaired the BBUKOO legal issues TF meeting. 
The session discussion covered mutual recognition of professional qualifications. 
  
 

 
 

Kind regards, 
  
David Greene  
President 
The Law Society, 113 Chancery Lane, 
London. WC2A 1P 

 


