
Subject: President’s Update 14.09.2020 
 

Dear colleague, 

Your weekly Law Society update 

As the professional body for solicitors, every week the Law Society is working hard to 
influence the legal and regulatory environment on behalf of our profession and to 
promote solicitors at home and abroad. We support practice excellence, are an 
informed source of legal sector news and support members at every stage of their 
career. 

Website 
 
Our new website and the new My LS are now live. Please register to see content tailored to your practice 
and interests. Thanks to all members who have fed back during development. Feedback is still welcome. 
Registering with My LS will also help you understand the benefit to your constituents. 
   
#Solicitorspirit 
  
Our campaign to highlight the great work the profession has been doing for clients and the community 
during the pandemic is continuing. You can read more here.   You can see members contributing to this 
campaign by searching for the hashtag #solicitorspirit on Twitter or click this link here 
 
Please keep encouraging your constituents to share their stories on Twitter using the hashtag 
#solicitorspirit and copying us in (@TheLawSociety). 
  
If members have videos or stories they want to share but do not use social media please ask them to send 
the story and any pictures/videos to corporatecommunications@lawsociety.org.uk 
  
We have been in the media this week to promote the role and value of the profession in these 
difficult times  
 
The Guardian, the Times (£), MSN UK, Yahoo! Sport and Yahoo! News covered the resignation of Sir 
Jonathan Jones, who headed the government legal service, in protest at plans to modify the UK’s Brexit 
deal in breach of international law.  
  
I said: “The rule of law is not negotiable. Our commitment to the rule of law is key to attracting international 
business to the UK and to maintaining faith in our justice system.”   
The Gazette, Scottish Legal and the Times (£) updated the story after Northern Ireland secretary Brandon 
Lewis’ confirmed ministers were planning to break the law. Again, I was quoted. We also flagged our press 
work to members through this week's 
Professional Update. 
  
Anna Bradshaw, of our EU committee, talked to Times Radio (from 10:00) about the same issue. 
  
I featured in the Times (£), discussing how vital it is that we take action to build a more inclusive 
profession. “We need to understand individual experiences better. That is why the Law Society is 
conducting research into the experiences of ethnic minority solicitors to understand better the barriers to 
career progression.”  
  
Daniel Fitzpatrick, a member of our housing law committee, spoke with BBC Radio Shropshire, BBC Radio 
Three Counties, BBC Radio Derby and BBC Radio Berkshire (from 2:41:58) about students who had paid 
upfront for their accommodation, only to discover their lectures are online. He discussed what rights they 
had to get their money back.  
  
Mena Ruparel, co-chair of our family law committee, talked to BBC Radio Northampton (from about 
1:28:15) about the Law Commission’s review of marriage laws – which recommends couples should be 
allowed to marry outdoors among other proposals.  
  
Legal Week, Inside Conveyancing and Today’s Conveyancer reported that the Competition and Markets 
Authority (CMA) launched a review of the legal sector in England and Wales.  
  
I said: “A wide range of solicitors are now displaying their prices on their websites. Clients also need to 
consider a range of other factors including the complexity of the issue and the quality of the service.” 
  
Today’s Conveyancer reported that the International Underwriting Association (IUA) wrote an open letter to 
the industry warning them about their PII renewals.  
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“We have offered to work with the SRA and the IUA to reach a mutually acceptable solution, and have 
suggested that as an interim measure the SRA should be more willing to take regulatory action against 
solicitors who do not make the requisite payments,” I said. 
  
“These are difficult times facing the legal profession and the economy as a whole, so it is vital that we 
maintain a competitive market for professional indemnity insurance.”  
  
The Gazette, Solicitor’s Journal, Family Law Week, New Law Journal, Australasian Lawyer and Family 
Law noted our decision to lodge a judicial review against the Legal Aid Agency (LAA), after they failed to 
consult properly around a decision to move legal aid cost assessments in-house.  
  
“In June, the LAA announced they would be moving all cost assessments in-house – which they claimed 
would allow them to process bills more quickly and help with legal aid firms’ cash flow issues during the 
Covid-19 pandemic,” I said adding, “however, the LAA did not consult on the decision to transfer the cost 
assessments in-house, just on which changes were needed to transfer the assessments over from the 
courts.” 
  
New Law Journal, LexisLibrary Financial Services (£), LexisPSL TMT (£), and Today’s Conveyancer 
covered a report released by the Tech London Advocates’ Blockchain Legal and Regulatory Group in 
conjunction with the Law Society, which provides lawyers with regulatory guidance around distributed 
ledger technology (DLT).  
  
I said: “Technology underpins innovation in legal services and plays a critical role in driving the post 
coronavirus recovery across all sectors of the economy.” 
  
“Our research suggests that the adoption of new technologies could reduce the cost of legal services to UK 
business users by £350m by 2030, and double productivity growth in the legal sector,” he added.  
  
The Solicitors’ Regulation Authority (SRA) released its cybercrime thematic review last week, warning that 
law firms must remain extra vigilant over the threat posed by cybercriminals, reported by Today’s 
Conveyancer and Today’s Wills and Probate. I said: “The Law Society has a consistent focus on cyber 
security – ensuring solicitors have the resources, guidance, and partnerships they need to keep their firm 
and their clients safe. 
  
“This is why we must continue to share experience and expertise about emerging cyber threats, particularly 
in today’s environment, with so many more of us working online and remotely.” 
  
I added: “The SRA’s report identified that most of the firms surveyed were aware of the dangers posed by 
cyber crime, and that staff knowledge and behaviour were important factors when protecting their 
business.”  
  
The Law Society’s response to news of government measures to tackle the backlog of cases yet to be 
heard in courts across England and Wales is covered by Solicitors Journal,  This is Lancashire, The Bolton 
News. 
  
“After years of underfunding and cuts, there was already a significant backlog in the criminal courts, which 
has been exacerbated by the Covid-19 pandemic,” I commented. 
  
“Justice is being delayed for victims, witnesses and defendants, who have proceedings hanging over them 
for months, if not years, with some trials now being listed for 2022. 
  
“We therefore welcome the steps taken to boost court capacity by opening additional Nightingale courts 
and hope to see them up and running as soon as possible." 
  
At the same time a report in the Gazette noted Blackpool court is closed because of a covid case. 
  
The i had a write up of the Secret Barrister’s wide-ranging critique of the government’s handling of the 
justice system, noting the Law Society’s vocal response to a Home Office communication that referred to 
immigration lawyers advising migrants as ‘activist lawyers’. 
  
The Gazette noted that City law firms continue to work from home for the most part, with an estimated 10% 
working from offices. The article notes the Law Society’s Chancery Lane office continues to provide 
services for members, for example its library offers a remote service. 
  
Max Winthrop, from our employment law committee, was on Talk Radio (in the 16:00 – 16:30 time slot from 
16.21) and BBC Three Counties Radio (1:18:40) about employment law issues around returning to the 
office or continuing to work from home. He also spoke to Money Saving Expert. 
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The Times (£) reported on a Legal Services Board survey which shows regional variations in solicitors 
fees. I am quoted: “Few legal problems are one-dimensional. Individual circumstances shape each case 
and therefore the advice needed to address this. The complexity of a case may not be apparent at the 
outset.” 
  
In their pages answering readers’ property dilemmas, the Times (£) advises a reader facing an 
environmental issue to use our find a solicitor service for specialist legal advice.  
  
The New Law Journal reported on the Justice Committee announcing an inquiry into the future of legal aid. 
I said: “Growing numbers of people are navigating the justice system unrepresented – with no legal advice 
to help them enforce their rights.” 
 
Public Law 
   
Administrative law   
The Independent Review of Administrative Law has published its call for evidence regarding judicial review 
(which is expected to replace the Commission on Constitution, Rights and Democracy outlined in the 
government’s manifesto last December). To inform our response to this we hosted a virtual roundtable with 
expert judicial review practitioners from across the solicitors profession to discuss the issues raised in the 
Independent Review’s terms of reference and call for evidence. The call for evidence is open for 6 weeks, 
closing on 19 October. 
 
Justice 
   
Criminal courts recovery plan published 
HM Courts and Tribunals Service (HMCTS) and the Ministry of Justice (MoJ) have published their criminal 
court recovery plan which aims to help tackle the huge backlog of criminal cases. Measures include eight 
new Nightingale Courts; using video technology wherever appropriate to allow more cases to be heard 
remotely; and 1,600 extra staff to support the recovery. We have welcomed these steps to boost court 
capacity and have reiterated the need for the MoJ and HMCTS to make maximum use of normal court 
hours and the existing court estate when considering any use of extended court hours. We have also 
reiterated the importance of investing in legal aid for early advice and legal representation to help nip 
problems in the bud before they escalate and ensure judicial time is used as efficiently as possible in cases 
which do go to court.   Read our full press release here 
 
HMCTS will be hosting an online event on Wednesday 23 September (17.00-18.00) which will provide an 
outline summary of the steps they are taking towards recovery in the criminal jurisdiction. You will be able 
to submit questions in advance as well as during the event. View more information on the event and how to 
register here 
 
Solicitor Judges 
We are hosting a free webinar for members on judicial applications and preparation for selection days, in 
partnership with the JAC, on 15 September 2020. 
   
Diversity and Inclusion 
  
Supporting women in the legal profession 
  
In partnership with Peppy Health,  an organisation offering personalised menopause support, we have 
created a comprehensive menopause resource covering suggestions to organisations and support for 
individuals       
Download the resource 
 
  
We will be celebrating the launch of this resource, and Menopause Awareness Month, at a free virtual 
event on Thursday 17 September.  
Book your place to attend 
 
Local Law Societies can lead the way on disability inclusion 
  
Our Lawyers with Disabilities Division is offering to run virtual roundtables for local law societies (and firms 
and other organisations) to discuss the findings of the recent Legally Disabled research, together with easy 
wins to improve disability inclusion. 
  
Please get in touch with us to register your interest  
Find out more  
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Virtual D&I Conference – Master of the Rolls to speak 
Join us and Leeds Law Society in keeping D&I at the forefront of the conversation.  
  
We are hosting six virtual events, focused on a variety of topics, where we will be joined by esteemed 
speakers sharing best practice and talking through the challenges faced by individuals within the 
profession. 
  
Come and be a part of the discussion. 
  

• Social Mobility: Tuesday 15 September 5pm - 7pm 

• Mental Health and Wellbeing: Thursday 17 September 5pm - 7pm 

• Gender: Tuesday 22 September 5pm - 7pm 

• Disability: Thursday 24 September 5pm - 7pm 

• LGBT+: Tuesday 29 September 5pm - 7pm 

• Race and Ethnicity: Thursday 1 October 5pm - 7pm 

The Master of the Rolls, Sir Terence Etherton, has now been added to the already impressive list of 
speakers.  
 
Update from our Brussels office 
 
Our engagement continues after the summer holidays in Brussels. We participated in the Brussels based 
UK organisations (BBUKOO) meeting on 9 September. BBUKOO was discussing the latest developments 
in the EU – UK negotiations and the possibilities for the parties to reach an agreement.  
  
Our work internationally 
   
On 7 September I attended the International Association of Lawyers (UIA) Bar Leaders Forum online to 
discuss the response of law societies across Europe to supporting lawyers and access to justice through 
the pandemic. 
  
On 8 September the Law Society hosted a Middle East Legal Services roundtable with 36 partners of the 
largest 50 firms represented. The event was co-chaired by Her Majesty's Trade Commissioner for the 
Middle East who provided market information to partners as well as put high level government officials in 
touch with members to discuss market access issues. The event achieved its aim at understanding market 
access barriers facing firms as well as understanding from firms how the Law Society could best support 
their work in the Middle East. 
   
On 9 September, vice president David Greene spoke at our webinar event for registered European 
lawyers. The event included a discussion of upcoming regulatory changes affecting European lawyers in 
England and Wales in light of the end of the Brexit transition period, how to prepare for them, England and 
Wales as an open jurisdiction to foreign lawyers after Brexit, requalification as a solicitor of England and 
Wales and the support the Law Society’s International team can provide. 
  
On 10 September, I joined other international Bar leaders  to discuss the challenges facing bar 
associations during the pandemic at the opening session of the LAWASIA 2020 Conference Online. I 
spoke about how we and lawyers across the globe are working to keep the wheels of justice turning, 
ensuring that legal systems and law firms can successfully navigate this period of upheaval and maintain 
the rule of law. In particular, I drew attention to our “Return, Restart and Recovery” campaign.  

  
The LAWASIA Conference will run every Tuesday and Thursday morning for the month, with plenty of 
interesting and useful discussions featuring experts from across the globe, including David Greene, on The 
need for employment flexibility when external factors overwhelm the business and Junior Lawyers’ Division 
and Law Society Council Member, James Kitching on Future for Young Lawyers! Expansion of Young 
Lawyers’ Role and Value / New Opportunities for Young Lawyers - The Role of Lawyers in the Fourth 
Industrial Revolution and the After COVID-19 era.  

  
More sessions and a recording of my discussion will be available on the LAWASIA 
website:  https://www.lawasia.asn.au/conferences-events/current-webinars/lawasia-2020-conference-
online  
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 Kind regards, 
  
Simon Davis 
President 
The Law Society, 113 Chancery Lane, London. 
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