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Dear colleague, 
 

This week is Mental Health Awareness Week. Over a 
year since the start of the pandemic, this is a good 
opportunity to reflect on how we respond to mental 
health as a profession and how we can continue to 
prioritise wellbeing as life returns to normal. 
 
The pandemic resulted in many firms and 
organisations establishing initiatives to support their 
employees, with solicitors across the profession 
helping each other through an extremely difficult 
period. 
   

 

We celebrate and support these vital initiatives. Now is the time to build on the work 
that has already been carried out to create lasting change for the mental health and 
wellbeing of solicitors. 
 

I've also responded to the Queen's speech this week to ensure the rule of law 
underpins every step of the UK’s recovery from the pandemic. You can read my 
responses to the proposals on judicial review, the Home Office's plans for immigration 
and asylum, and the Police, Crime, Sentencing and Courts Bill here. 
 

Kind regards, 
 
Stephanie 
@LawSocPresident 
 

 

President's diary  
 

 

Coming up next week 

Monday and Tuesday:  I’ll chair a G7 roundtable on lawyers at risk and climate 
change, lawtech and economic recovery, and attend another to discuss the Police, 
Crime, Sentencing and Courts Bill. 
 

Wednesday:  I’ll meet with iWil (Initiative Women into Leadership), a cross-mentoring 
programme for women at the top level that facilitates personal and open dialogue 
beyond company and corporate boundaries. 
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Thursday: I’ll take part in a virtual call with new council members to welcome them to 
the Law Society. 
I’ll attend the AGM of the Access to Justice Foundation, a national charity set up by 
the legal profession to fund and support access to justice. 
 

 

Media round-up 
 
We were in the media last week to 
promote the role and value of the 
profession in these difficult times: 
   

> Download media round-up 
  

 

 

Lines to take 
 
If you're speaking on behalf of the Law 
Society, please use our latest position on 
issues: 
   

> Download lines to take 
  

 

 

 

Our work with regulators 
 

 

 

  

 

Meeting with MoJ on unregulated providers 
 
We met with the Ministry of Justice (MoJ) to discuss the Competition and Markets 
Authority’s (CMA) recommendations on addressing consumer protection gaps. 
 
While we're supportive of the work on addressing consumer protection gaps and believe 
consumers should have access to appropriate redress, we highlighted that:  

• there should first be a focus on gathering evidence to better understand the 
unregulated legal market and the extent of consumer detriment in specific practice 
areas 

• reservation should be considered for high risk areas and public interest criteria 
should be used to determine whether an activity should be reserved 

• we're concerned about expanding the remit of the Legal Ombudsman to unregulated 
providers because of its performance problems and the potential of costs increases 
for regulated providers 

The MoJ is currently focusing on evidence gathering and plans to respond to the CMA’s 
recommendations later in the summer. 
 
Its initial views do not support the large scale intervention recommended by the CMA in its 
report and there remains no appetite for wholescale reforms of the regulatory framework for 
legal services. 
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Our work in Wales, Brussels and beyond 
 

 

 

  

 

 

Wales 
 

 

Local law societies: We attended the Cardiff and District Law Society monthly 
Council meeting and the Swansea and District Law Society AGM. 
 
Ministerial meetings: We met with Ken Skates MS, Minister for Economy, Transport 
and North Wales, to discuss the post-COVID recovery for the legal sector in Wales. 
 

Introduction to domestic abuse awareness for employers: We've arranged a free 
event with Llamau, a Welsh homelessness charity: book your free place here. 
 

For the latest news from our Wales office, follow @LawSocWales on Twitter. 
 

 

Brussels 
 

 

Human rights and the trade and cooperation agreement: We attended a meeting 
with the EU committee and the chair of the human rights committee, John Wadham. 
Discussions were held on the Human Rights Act within the trade and cooperation 
agreement. 
 

For the latest news from our Brussels office, follow @LawSocBrussels on Twitter.  
 

 

International 
 

 

Fireside chat: I took part in a fireside chat with Lord Wolfson of Trevegar QC, justice 
minister and Derek Sweeting QC, chair of the Bar Council, during London 
International Disputes Week (LIDW). We discussed access to justice, the importance 
of English and Welsh law in an international context, and diversity and inclusion in the 
legal profession. 
 
Belgium and Brexit: Our international team met with a representative of the Dutch-
speaking Brussels Bar to check in on how our members in Belgium are adapting to 
the changes following the end of the Brexit transition period. 
 
The Law Council of Australia: I met Dr Jacoba Brasch QC, president of the Law 
Council of Australia. We discussed a number of common presidential priorities, such 
as mental health and wellbeing, diversity and inclusion, and access to justice. We also 
discussed the Australia-UK trade negotiations, which names legal services as a 
priority. 
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Australia-UK trade negotiations: We continue to engage with the UK government 
and Australian stakeholders on the Australia-UK trade discussions, ensuring that the 
key asks of the sector are reflected in the negotiations. 
 
The Law Society in China: We met with several stakeholders this week to discuss 
potential collaboration, including the Shenzhen Court of International Arbitration 
(SCIA) and the Beijing Intellectual Property and Law Development Foundation (SSIP). 
 
European Convention on the Profession of Lawyer : We met with the Ministry of 
Justice to discuss developments regarding the European Convention on the 
Profession of Lawyer, which is being prepared in the framework of the Council of 
Europe. 
 

For the latest news from our international office, follow @LSInternational on Twitter.  
 

 

 

Did you see last week's Professional Update?  
 

For the latest on our response to the Home Office's new plan for immigration, 
France's confirmation that English lawyers are eligible for foreign legal consultant 
status, and seven things a new in-house lawyer should do in their first 90 days: 
   

> Go to Professional Update 
 

 

 

My LS 

  
Register with My LS to see content 
tailored to your practice and interests. 
 
Registering will also help 
you understand the benefit to your 
constituents. 
   

> Register with My LS 
  

 

 

Find a Solicitor  
 

If you have a client who needs advice 
in a practice area other than your own, 
our Find a Solicitor service is available 
so they can identify a legal 
professional who can help. 
   

> Visit Find a Solicitor 
  

 

 

 

This is a service message from the Law Society. View our privacy policy. To unsubscribe from this type of email, click here. To 
opt out of all Law Society email please contact us at TheSupportCentre@LawSociety.org.uk or on 020 7242 1222. 

 

 

Address: The Law Society, 113 Chancery Lane, London, WC2A 1PL. Tel: 020 7242 1222 
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