
Subject: President’s Update 12.10.2020 
 

Dear colleague, 

Your weekly Law Society update 

As the professional body for solicitors, every week the Law Society is working hard to 
influence the legal and regulatory environment on behalf of our profession and to 
promote solicitors at home and abroad. We support practice excellence, are an 
informed source of legal sector news and support members at every stage of their 
career. 

Website 
 
Our new website and the new My LS are now live. Please register to see content tailored to your practice 
and interests. Thanks to all members who have fed back during development. Feedback is still welcome. 
Registering with My LS will also help you understand the benefit to your constituents. 
    
Find a Solicitor Service 
 
Whilst the Law Society is not able to give legal advice, if you have a client who needs advice in a practice 
area other than your own, our Find a Solicitor service is available to help them find a legal professional who 
can help. They can use the service by visiting solicitors.lawsociety.org.uk or by calling 020 7320 5650. 
 
We have been in the media this week to promote the role and value of the profession in these 
difficult times  
  
The Guardian and Gazette reported reactions to remarks by the home secretary in her Conservative Party 
conference speech about lawyers who represent asylum-seekers. She said: “Those defending the broken 
system – the traffickers, the do-gooders, the lefty lawyers, the Labour party – they are defending the 
indefensible.” 
  
I responded: “Slinging insults at lawyers risks leading not just to verbal abuse but to lawyers being 
physically attacked for doing their job … [and] it undermines a legal system which has evolved over many 
centuries, which helps ensure that power is not abused.” 
  
Unfortunately the same theme was then picked up by the prime minister in his keynote party conference 
speech. He said: “We are also… protecting the public by… stopping the whole criminal justice system from 
being hamstrung by what the home secretary would doubtless – and rightly – call the lefty human rights 
lawyers, and other do-gooders.” The Times (£), Metro, Legal Cheek, Lawyer Monthly, Australasian Lawyer, 
Independent, Guardian, Metro, Manchester Evening News, Legal Cheek, Scotsman,  National, Daily Mail, 
Irish News and Practice Source. 
  
I responded: “All solicitors advise their clients on their rights under the laws created by parliament. Legal 
rights cannot be rewritten through rhetoric. 
  
“Repeated government attacks on the integrity of the legal profession are deeply concerning. This divisive 
language serves nobody and puts lawyers and their clients at risk.” 
  
I added: “Attacks on members of the legal profession for doing their jobs do our country no credit.” 
  
Legal Cheek looked at how legal aid firms are becoming targets for abuse and threats. Again I am quoted. 
  
Zeena Luchowa, from our immigration law committee, spoke to the BBC News Channel (from 48mins) 
about the work of solicitors in asylum and immigration in light of government rhetoric referring to them as 
“activist lawyers”. 
  
She highlighted that roughly three quarters of asylum claims are accepted and many problems in the 
system stem from poor Home Office decision-making. 
  
This was part of a wider piece reporting the Law Society’s strong response to a series of communications 
from government, beginning with the Home Office video referring to activist lawyers, which the Home 
Office removed following our objections. 
  
Against that backdrop, I wrote for the Times (£) about the importance of judicial reviews. I said: “The ability 
of courts to review government decisions is a vital ingredient of our constitutional balance of powers 
between the executive, parliament and judiciary. It is central to upholding the sovereignty of parliament, 
maintaining trust in government and ensuring good governance.”  
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The Guardian reported that a former colleague at Reed Smith had raised concerns about jailed former Tory 
MP Charlie Elphicke while he worked at the firm. Elphicke was sentenced to two years’ in prison last month 
after being found guilty of three counts of sexual assault against two women.  
  
I said: “It is incumbent on all of us to work to end bullying and harassment of any kind. We will not tolerate 
sexual harassment or bullying in the legal sector.” 
  
The Ilford Recorder, Express & Star, Evesham Journal, Bournemouth Echo, Daily Echo and 19 other 
regional newspapers report on the impact lockdown has had on the case backlogs in Crown Courts.  
  
I said: “Justice is being delayed for victims, witnesses and defendants, who have proceedings hanging 
over them for months, if not years, with some trials now being listed for 2022.”  
 
The Lawyer examined how the Covid-19 pandemic has affected access to justice and cites our Law Under 
Lockdown report which highlights the impact of the pandemic on vulnerable people’s access to justice. 
Also reported by the Legal Action Group. 
  
The Financial Times (£) analysed the current state of the professional indemnity insurance (PII) market, 
with three-quarters of law firms finding that insurance prices had risen by around 20% on average. In 
August, ahead of the October renewal date, the Law Society urged firms to renew their PII sooner rather 
than later.  
  
“COVID-19, the uncertainty of Brexit negotiations and the fact the market was hardening already in 2019 all 
combine to mean that October 2020 could be the most challenging period for solicitors since the insurance 
market opened up in 2000,” I said.  
  
The Gazette analysed the TLA Blockchain and Legal Regulatory Report, which was released in 
conjunction with the Law Society last month, which provided legal and regulatory guidance for lawyers 
advising clients in connection with technology.  
  
Convictions may not be stored accurately on the Police National Computer, according to reports in the 
Guardian. Law Society criminal law committee former chair Ian Kelcey told the Guardian “Sometimes 
clients have told me they have convictions which are not on their records. I would not say it is a regular 
occurrence. Mistakes are more likely with people who have common surnames like Smith, Jones or 
Hussain.” 
  
Legal Futures reported that the SRA has said firms are following new rules on price and service 
transparency more closely, despite a few outliers that are lagging. The article notes the Law Society has 
said the rules have helped firms internally, with staff having a better understanding of pricing. 
   
The Independent, Yahoo! and MSN all reported a Conservative minister’s claim that the Internal Market Bill 
does not break international law. They cite our concerns about the Bill and how it will undermine the rule of 
law.  
  
Shantha David, chair of our employment law committee, was on talkRadio (in the16:30 – 17:00 slot from 
09:51) where she spoke about the legal implications of software used to monitor employees’ work.  
  
I wrote for the Gazette on how conveyancing solicitors have kept the market moving during the Covid-19 
pandemic and highlights our upcoming national property law conference.  
  
I said: “Property transactions almost ground to a halt as social distancing and lockdown took hold, with the 
market effectively shutting down in March. Since then, there has been admirable effort across the 
conveyancing industry, including from solicitors, to get things fully up and running again.” 
 
Judicial review 
  
We published a statement of six fundamental principles of judicial review that the Independent Review of 
Administrative Law must protect and enhance. These have been developed with expert practitioners from 
across the solicitors profession and will be used to shape our response to the IRAL’s proposals. The 
deadline for the call for evidence is Monday 19 October (details here). 
  
Immigration 
  
An update for employers on the new immigration system to be in place from January 2021 was published 
this week on the Law Society website. This includes information about sponsorship licences and key 
changes for employers to be aware of ahead of the end of free movement on 31 December 2020.  
Law Society responds to Competition and Markets Authority (CMA) call for input 
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On 9 September 2020, the Competition and Markets Authority (CMA) announced its call for input into its 
assessment of the 2016 market study into the legal services sector in England and Wales. The Law 
Society’s response can be found here. 
  
The scope of the CMA’s review was as follows:  

• the ability of consumers to drive effective competition through making informed   purchasing 
decisions 

• the impact of redress, regulations and the regulatory framework on consumer protection and 
competition 

In our response, we argued that while there are some indications of positive outcomes from the 
transparency measures that have been introduced, it is still relatively early days, particularly considering 
the significant disturbance caused by COVID-19 and in the context of recent significant regulatory reform 
from the SRA. As such, it's difficult to draw firm conclusions and it's likely further time is necessary for 
things to fully bed in. 
  
Overall, we cautioned against further modifications in order to take time to fully evaluate the impact of all of 
the changes made in the context of this rapidly evolving sector and to analyse the nature and extent of any 
risks posed by perceived gaps in regulation. 
  
The CMA is due to publish its findings in December following its analysis of the review.  
  
First thoughts on the 1 October PII renewal 
  
With a hardening professional indemnity insurance (PII) market, and the insurance industry indicating 
substantial increases in the cost of premiums as the availability of cover contracted, the Law Society has 
spent recent months engaging with the profession to ensure they have the right support and help in 
navigating the very challenging PII market.  
  
We have advised firms that were experiencing difficulties, and were uncertain about their ongoing viability, 
to consider closing before the old common renewal date of 1 October (which is still when most firms renew 
their PII), benefiting from more affordable run-off premiums. 
  
It is expected that many more firms than usual will be struggling for cover, and possibly end up in the 
extended policy period (EPP). 
  
This has not been the case so far; contacts from members struggling to find PII with our Practice Advice 
Service have been far lower than they have been previously (even during a soft market), and discussions 
with the SRA suggest similarly low levels of contact with their Ethics Guidance team on this matter. 
  
Firms that have not renewed their PII must inform the SRA within five days of the end of their previous 
policy.   
  
Parliamentary 
  
The Law Society at Conservative Party Conference 
  
The Law Society attended and ran a full programme of activity at the 2020 virtual Conservative Party 
Conference between Saturday 3 October and Tuesday 6 October. The Law Society hosted four virtual 
events at the conference:  

• A fringe event on Reset, Resilience, Recovery: unleashing legal services’ potential, Monday 5 
October. Chaired by the Law Society’s deputy vice president I. Stephanie Boyce, and featured 
Alex Chalk MP, justice minister, and Sir Bob Neill MP, chair of the Justice Select Committee as 
speakers, the event covered key issues to address to support the legal services sector and help it 
drive the economic recovery from coronavirus.  
 

• I chaired a private roundtable for Law Society members on The UK’s Top 50 Law Firms leading 
recovery and future national economic performance, Monday 5 October. The event featured Bim 
Afolami MP as the keynote speaker discussing with participants how law firms and the 
government can work together to drive economic recovery and growth. 
 

• I chaired a fringe event on Unlocking the power of gender equality in law and justice, Monday 5 
October. The event featured a panel made up of Helen Grant MP, Dame Eleanor Laing MP, 
deputy speaker of the House of Commons, Innovate Finance’s Iana Vidal and Vincent Keaveny 
of DLA Piper to discuss how gender equality in the profession has been impacted by the 
lockdown.  
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• A fringe event on Judicial review and the rule of law, Tuesday 6 October. The event was chaired 
by Ellie Cumbo, head of Public Law at the Law Society. Law Society vice president David Greene 
joined the panel alongside John Howell MP, member of the Justice Select Committee, Laura 
Farris MP, chair of the APPG on Legal and Constitutional Affairs, and Richard Godden, Corporate 
Partner at Linklaters to discuss the case for reforming the judicial review process. 

Our events were all very well attended, with around 150 people in total tuning in to watch, including 
conference delegates, Law Society members and other selected Law Society invitees. Several speakers 
took the time to praise the Law Society, with positive comments including the following:   

• “Can I begin by thanking the Law Society… for the work they have done since this pandemic has 
arrived to support practitioners, but also to engage with the Ministry of Justice, because the 
interaction that we've had, the advice we've been given, the suggestions that have been made, 
have been extremely valuable.” – Alex Chalk MP, Justice Minister.  

• “I wanted to thank you for the evidence you have given to us in detail on a number of occasions 
actually on the reports that we've done, both in relation to the impact of the Covid pandemic upon 
the profession, and also upon the courts, but also upon much broader issues as well: access to 
justice, and how we deal with the future of the legal profession post-Brexit for example… your input 
is very much appreciated.” – Sir Bob Neill MP, Chair of the Justice Select Committee. 

Diversity & Inclusion 
   
Life in the Law 
  
Lawcare have launched a ground-breaking research study looking at the impact of work culture and 
working practices on the wellbeing of legal professionals. As part of the study, there is a survey open to 
anyone working in the legal industry, including support staff across the UK, Ireland, ROI, Channel Islands 
and Isle of Man. The results will form the basis of an academic paper and will be announced next year.  
  
Take the survey 
 
Survey – Career experiences of BAME lawyers 
 
We have been working with the Ethnic Minority Lawyers Division on a programme of research on the 
career experiences of black, Asian and minority ethnic lawyers.  
  
Following a series of roundtables held earlier this year, we’ve launched a sector wide survey to further 
capture obstacles and opportunities of a wider group, examine the challenges identified through the 
roundtables and collect views on how these challenges can be collectively addressed.  
  
Please take 5 minutes to complete the survey before 23 October 2020. Take the survey. 
  
The future is disability inclusion 
  
Join us on Monday 2 November from 12:30 - 14:00 for the launch of the Legally Disabled survey findings 
on the impact of Covid-19 on the professional lives of disabled lawyers.  
  
This is a chance for individuals and organisations interested in improving disability inclusion to learn what 
has worked and what has not during the pandemic, and what could be done better in the future.  
  
Book your place 
  
Update from our Brussels office 
 
On 8 October, Helena Raulus, head of office chaired the BBUKOO legal issues task force meeting 
attended by David Song,  leading policy professional in financial services, UK Finance. 
   
AND finally...  
 
This is the last of my updates as President of the Law Society of England and Wales. 
  
It has been a privilege and an honour to serve this remarkable and wonderful profession, as you strive in 
turn to serve the public in need.  
  
Thank you for the opportunity and keep safe.  
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 Kind regards, 
  
Simon Davis 
President 
The Law Society, 113 Chancery Lane, London. 
WC2A 1P 

 

 


