
Subject: President’s Update 11.1.2021 
 

Dear colleague, 

Your weekly Law Society update 

As the professional body for solicitors, every week the Law Society is working hard to 
influence the legal and regulatory environment on behalf of our profession and to 
promote solicitors at home and abroad. We support practice excellence, are an 

informed source of legal sector news and support members at every stage of their 
career. 

 
My LS 
  
Please register with My LS to see content tailored to your practice and interests. Registering will also 
help you understand the benefit to your constituents. 
  
Find a Solicitor Service 
 
Whilst the Law Society is not able to give legal advice, if you have a client who needs advice in a 
practice area other than your own, our Find a Solicitor service is available to help them find a legal 
professional who can help. They can use the service by visiting solicitors.lawsociety.org.uk or by calling 
020 7320 5650. 
 
We have been in the media this week to promote the role and value of the profession in these 
difficult times 
 
The Gazette reported on court safety amid the surge in Covid-19 cases in the UK and a new variant of 
coronavirus in circulation. I said: “We welcome the steps the government has taken to make the courts 
as safe as possible but it is essential that these meet the added risk of the new variant.” Also picked up 
by the Solicitors Journal. 
  
The Times (£), Daily Mail and This is Money covered our warning of mounting pressure on the courts 
system amid the latest Covid-19 surge. I said: “Given the substantial backlogs of cases in the criminal 
court, which predate the pandemic but have been exacerbated by it, it is vital to ensure that, as far as is 
safely possible, the justice process continues. 
  
“Justice is already being delayed for victims, witnesses and defendants, who have proceedings hanging 
over them for months, if not years, with trials now being listed for 2022.” 
  
BBC Radio One’s Newsbeat (from 4:46) and BBC Asia Network carried an interview with our 
employment law committee member Adele Edwin-Lamerton helping listeners understand their 
employment rights during lockdown while Jodie Hill, also on the employment law committee, talked to 
BBC Radio Humberside (01:11:55). 
  
The BBC examined how people can make wills during lockdown and cites our guidance that where 
possible, people should make wills in person and only use remote witnessing as a last resort. 
  
Stuart Nolan, chair of our criminal law committee, spoke to BBC Radio Cornwall (1:14:20) about the 
penalties that people can face for breaching Coronavirus regulations amid reports that hundreds of 
people have been wrongly charged under laws covering Coronavirus restrictions and some have been 
wrongfully convicted. 
  
The Gazette reported the Legal Aid Agency has launched a survey to get feedback on its Covid-19 
contingency measures after deciding to extend nearly all of them until spring. 
  
I said: “As the virus spreads and lockdown measures tighten once again, it is imperative such 
arrangements remain in place for legal aid firms, which were struggling to survive pre-pandemic and are 
in even choppier waters now. 
  
“We urge members to take part in the survey now being conducted by the LAA in relation to contingency 
arrangements for supervision and office requirements to enable it to have a better understanding of the 
situation firms are facing.” 
 
Cambridge News signposted our guidance for the public on accessing legal advice from solicitors during 
lockdown. 
 
The Gazette, FT (£), Bloomberg, the Solicitor’s Journal, Global Legal Post and New Law Journal all 
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covered our reaction to the UK’s Brexit free trade agreement with the EU. 
  
I said the deal is the beginning of a process and the Law Society “will be working with national 
governments, bars and law societies across the EU to improve the framework for the international legal 
practice of non-EU lawyers, for their joint practice with local lawyers and for international legal co-
operation for the benefit of all clients”. 
  
Adding: “We are pleased that the worst outcome – no deal – has been averted. 
  
In an article on the Brexit free trade agreement implications for the choice of English law and civil 
disputes, Lexology signposts useful information provided by the Law Society for law firms grappling with 
changes as the transition period ends. 
  
The Times (£) and Lexology analysed the implications of the Brexit deal for lawyers, and noted hopes 
the Law Society can build on provisions in the deal. 
  
Family Law explored the new landscape for family law now the UK has a deal with the EU and has left 
the union, also leaving the Lugano Convention which ensured cross-border recognition and enforcement 
of civil judgements – including maintenance orders, needs-based provision in family law. The article 
noted the Law Society’s sustained work to maintain cross-border legal services post-Brexit. 
  
The Times noted our call for the government to accelerate the criminal legal aid review given a 60% 
year on year drop in crown court payments to solicitors. 
  
The Gazette covered our call for people to include digital assets in their wills. 
  
Our research revealed that three quarters of people do not know what happens to their online presence 
after they die. 
  
“Photos, social media accounts and emails from loved ones are often just as treasured as physical 
possessions – and yet very few people understand what happens to their digital assets or why it is 
important to include them in their will,” I said. Also in The Telegraph (£). 
 
The Sunday Express covered money matters people should look to resolve in the New Year and cited 
our research on the number of people who made wills during the first lockdown. 
  
The Daily Mail looked ahead to what 2021 might hold for the property market citing our concerns that 
many will not be able to complete buying or selling their house by the stamp duty deadline. I said: 
“Consumers must recognise it's increasingly unlikely that if they buy or sell now, they will complete by 
the deadline.” 
  
Law Careers focused on the challenges and opportunities for lawyers in 2021, highlighting the benefits 
of developing commercial awareness and noting a Law Society survey that found private client firms 
were most disrupted by the pandemic, while commercial and corporate firms were more resilient. 
  
The Wolverhampton Express & Star reported on civil court delays in the West Midlands. 
  
I said: “To reduce the backlogs in civil courts, we urge the government to increase court capacity by 
opening additional Nightingale courts and ensuring the judiciary are well-equipped and encouraged to 
conduct hearings remotely where needed.” 
  
The Telegraph (£), Gazette and Inside Conveyancing covered our reaction to the government’s 
announced leasehold reforms which include establishing a Commonhold council. 
  
I said: “If commonhold is to develop as an alternative to leasehold, then the government must encourage 
its creation on a much wider basis. 
  
“Incentives will need to be offered to developers, lenders and buyers if this is to happen. We look 
forward to contributing to the work of the Commonhold Council.” 
  
The New Law Journal reported on the Law Society publishing a Q&A on the use of electronic signatures 
in commercial law matters. 
  
Parliamentary 
 
Brexit deal – what does it mean for solicitors?  
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The full text of the Trade and Cooperation Agreement (TCA) between the EU and the UK has been 
finalised and published. 
  
The Law Society has welcomed the agreement. Given the constraints of the short negotiating timeframe 
available, and the inevitable loss of market access, this agreement represents a positive development in 
our relations with a key trading partner. 
  
The inclusion of a legal services chapter signals the importance of the legal services sector to the UK 
economy. While lawyers based in England and Wales will not immediately see significant gains in 
market access compared to other non-EU lawyers, the agreement provides a foundation for future work 
to reduce barriers to UK lawyers providing services in the EU. 
 
Find our analysis of the deal here 
Find our guidance on how to prepare for the end of transition here 
Read our Parliamentary briefing on the deal here 
Book onto our January end of transition guidance webinar series here 
   
Tougher coronavirus restrictions now in place 
  
A new national lockdown was announced in England on 4 January, as people were urged to stay at 
home. 
  
For legal services, courts will remain open during this period and individuals will be allowed to attend 
court where required. 
  
You may leave home to fulfil a legal obligation, or to carry out activities related to buying, selling, letting 
or renting a residential property. 
  
Staff should work from home unless it is not reasonable for them to do so. 
Find out more about what the new restrictions mean for legal services 
 
Regulation 
 
Possibility of Negative Interest Rates (NIRs)  
 
We have received a few enquiries from members around NIRs. Due to the ongoing Covid crisis, the 
Bank of England is considering a number of potential policy tools to help the economy. One of those 
tools being the possible introduction of negative interest rates (NIRs). We raised concerns with the SRA 
about the possible impact on the profession and their clients, in the event that they are introduced at 
some point in 2021. They are monitoring the situation and believe that if NIRs are introduced, that banks 
would give advance warning to firms, before implementing such a policy. The SRA’s view is that there 
would be adequate lead in time for firms to prepare and it has no plans to issue guidance at the present 
time. 
 
Justice  
   
Courts and tribunals: update following the prime minister’s announcement 
  
Following the prime minister’s announcement of a third lockdown it is confirmed that as an essential 
public service the work of the courts and tribunals continues. 
 
We agree that it is essential for justice to continue to be delivered and we maintain that the safety of 
both court users and those who work within the justice system is of the utmost importance. 
 
Given the transmissibility of the new variant it will be important to reduce the footfall, wherever possible, 
within the courts and we strongly endorse the Lord Chief Justice’s position that “no participant in legal 
proceedings should be required by a judge or a magistrate to attend court unless it is necessary in the 
interests of justice. Facilitating remote attendance of all or some of those involved in hearings is the 
default position in all jurisdictions, whether backed by regulations or not”. 
 
We have been listening to your concerns and sought further assurances from acting CEO of HM Courts 
and Tribunals Service (HMCTS), Kevin Sadler, in relation to the new variant. You can read the feedback 
we received here. 
 
We are in regular correspondence with HMCTS and will continue to keep you updated on emerging 
issues related to the court and tribunal service. If you have raised any concerns about safety and 
hygiene/cleanliness, with either the court manager or through HMCTS channels, which you do not think 
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Diversity and Inclusion  
 
Easy wins and action points for disability inclusion 
  
In this resource for large organisations within the legal sector, we share recommendations on how to 
improve disability inclusion in your workplace. 
  
The tool includes a number of questions to keep in mind when designing policies, practical tips on 
starting initiatives to better support disabled staff. It also details a number of easy considerations and 
adjustments you can make for a more disability-inclusive future. 
Read more 
  
Disability History Month 2020 
  
In case you missed any of our content marking Disability History Month 2020, we’ve compiled it all in 
one place. 
  
We had the pleasure of working with several people within the profession to highlight perspectives, raise 
awareness, share learning and celebrate individuals and their achievements. Thank you to all who were 
involved and especially to our Lawyers with Disabilities Division and the Legally Disabled research team. 
Read more 
  
Helping you with diversity and inclusion 
  
Our Diversity and Inclusion team feature one of your diversity and inclusion related problems or 
questions every month in their newsletter. All of their answers, guidance and information to 
questions/problems in 2020, are now available on our website. 
Take a look 
  
Do you have a question or problem they can help with? 
Submit yours anonymously 
 
Update from our Brussels office 
 
On Friday 8 January the Brussels team attended the CCBE UK delegation experts meeting to discuss 
the new UK affiliated membership 
 
Our work internationally  
 
On 6 January, our international and Brussels team met with the UK Ministry of Justice and Department 
for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy to discuss the impact on the legal sector of the EU-UK 
Trade and Cooperation Agreement (TCA). 
  
The meeting focused specifically on three parts of the deal: the legal services provisions (Part 2, Title II, 
Chapter 5, Section 7), the mobility provisions (Chapter 4) and the provisions on recognition of 
professional qualifications (Chapter 5, Section 2, Art. SERVIN.5.13 and Annex SERVIN-6). We also 
touched on the related national reservations. 
  
Our initial analysis of the deal is available here. 
  
We will continue to work with members, UK government and other stakeholders to provide practical 
guidance on the impact of the TCA on UK solicitors and law firms operating in the EU. 
  

have been appropriately addressed, let us know by emailing hmctscourtreform@lawsociety.org.uk. 
 
> Read the Lord Chief Justice's full statement 
 
> Read our coronavirus best practice for safety in court and tribunal buildings 
 
> Read the government's national lockdown guidance 
  

  

Finally - as this is the first update of 2021 - let me wish you, and your families, all the very best for the 
new year! 
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Kind regards, 
  
David Greene  
President 
The Law Society, 113 Chancery Lane, 
London. WC2A 1P 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


