
Subject: President’s Update 8.3.2021 
 

Dear colleague, 

Your weekly Law Society update 

As the professional body for solicitors, every week the Law Society is working hard to 
influence the legal and regulatory environment on behalf of our profession and to 
promote solicitors at home and abroad. We support practice excellence, are an 

informed source of legal sector news and support members at every stage of their 
career. 

 
My LS 
  
Please register with My LS to see content tailored to your practice and interests. Registering will also help 
you understand the benefit to your constituents. 
  
Find a Solicitor Service 
 
Whilst the Law Society is not able to give legal advice, if you have a client who needs advice in a practice 
area other than your own, our Find a Solicitor service is available so they can identify a legal professional 
who can help. They can use the service by visiting solicitors.lawsociety.org.uk or by calling 020 7320 5650. 
 
We were in the media last week to promote the role and value of the profession in these difficult 
times 
 
 The Gazette covered the changes to the stamp duty holiday announced in this week’s Budget, with a 
further piece on the lack of investment in justice. 
  
The extension and tapering of the stamp duty land tax holiday also featured in Legal Futures, New Law 
Journal, Inside Conveyancing and the Solicitors Journal. 
  
I said: “Buyers and sellers will breathe a sigh of relief knowing that their dream moves will not fall through 
on 31 March. 
  
“The offer of a reduced concession for three months after the end of the full holiday on 30 June will help to 
reduce the risk of a future cliff edge for consumers.” 
  
The Solicitors Journal also picked up on our reaction to the lack of further investment in the justice system 
as a result of the Budget. 
  
I said: “Access to justice has suffered throughout the pandemic as already underfunded legal aid providers 
have struggled to stay afloat. The consequences of this for the integrity of the justice system cannot be 
over-stated. 
  
“We urge the government to invest further in the justice system, to ensure the public can access the justice 
process for the issues facing them during and following the COVID-19 pandemic.” 
  
This week we have been running Justice Week 2021 alongside the Bar Council and the Chartered Institute 
of Legal Executives (CILEX), calling for a vital health check on our rights, our justice system, and ultimately 
the rule of law. 
  
The Times (£) covered the week with an opinion piece from the leaders of the Law Society, Bar and Cilex. 
We noted that citizens, from those at risk of domestic violence to people living in care homes, have 
struggled to access justice during the COVID-19 pandemic while courts and tribunals had to embrace 
remote hearings almost overnight. Also in Politics Home, Legal Futures and New Law Journal.  
  
Find out more about Justice Week 2021 
  
Today’s Conveyancer reported that the last 12 months have changed the way the conveyancing market 
works. The Global Legal Tech report, which we backed, found that sales cycles of IT products to law firms 
have reduced this year. 
  
The Gazette noted the Ministry of Justice has set the start date and tariffs for road traffic accident reforms, 
meaning that the small claims limit will rise to £5,000 for whiplash claims, meaning legal costs are no 
longer recoverable. 
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Our head of justice, Richard Miller said it was “encouraging” to see that the increase to employers’ liability 
(EL) and public liability (PL) will not happen at this time. 
  
Christopher Cole, from our immigration committee, was on BBC News 24 and TalkRADIO (16:30 segment, 
from 07:52) on Friday discussing the Supreme Court ruling that Shamima Begum, the schoolgirl who left 
the UK to join Isis in 2015, not be allowed to enter the UK to appeal the removal of her citizenship. 
  
Max Winthrop, on our employment committee, spoke with BBC Radio Newcastle (from 19:24) about 
employment law issues following Boris Johnson’s roadmap out of lockdown. 
  
World Intellectual Property Review (£) reported we have joined the #10000BlackInterns initiative, which 
aims to offer paid work experience across over twenty sectors – including the law – and create a 
sustainable cycle of mentorship and sponsorship for the Black community. 
  
I said: “The law can offer a rewarding and fulfilling career. We hope interning at the Law Society – or law 
firms signed up to the initiative – will open doors for aspiring young Black talent and inspire participants to 
pursue a legal career.” 
  
New Law Journal reported our Diversity Access Scheme (DAS) has opened for its 2021 cohort, with 
applications open until 25 April. 
  
I said: “I am hugely proud of previous awardees’ achievements in the face of great challenges—DAS 
alumni have come to the law having escaped oppressive regimes and achieved professional success while 
dealing with serious disabilities.” 
  
Also in Law Careers. 
  
Our recommended minimum salary for trainee solicitors has risen by 1.1% to £20,217 outside London and 
£22,794 in the capital, reports New Law Journal. 
  
“Our vision is that the profession should be accessible to all, regardless of socio-economic background. I 
encourage all law firms to adopt this recommendation and pay their trainees a fair minimum salary for their 
hard work so that people from all walks of life can see a path into a career in the law,” I said. 
  
Legal Futures details the measures we have taken to support our members following the radical overhaul 
of the Legal Sector Affinity Group (LSAG) anti-money laundering (AML) guidance, including holding two 
webinars about best practice. 
  
The Gazette reports on the newly published whiplash tariffs and rules. Our head of justice Richard Miller 
said: “Solicitors and other key stakeholders urgently need more detail on how the portal will work in 
practice so they can prepare for the changes. For example, more information is needed on how easy to 
use the court process will be for claimants if the insurer denies liability or if they want to challenge their 
level of compensation.” 
  
Also in in Solicitors Journal. 
  
Today’s Conveyancer reports the LSB is looking to develop service quality transparency tools to help the 
public compare legal service providers. 
  
I said: “The LSB has outlined a proposed framework for improving transparency regarding service quality 
that considers issues such as how to define quality, determining what type of information to collect, what 
information channels to use, as well as what the options are for improving consumer engagement. 
  
“We will be seeking views from members to shape our response, in order to ensure the solicitor profession 
is well represented.” 
  
Wired.gov covered the legal services trade mission to promote England and Wales as the jurisdiction of 
choice internationally and facilitate growth for UK legal services, which it notes bring in more than £22bn 
per year to the UK economy. The Ministry of Justice worked closely with the Law Society and others to 
deliver this virtual trade mission. 
  
In an article to mark Mental Health Awareness Week, Legal Futures suggested mental health issues 
should be considered as part of law firms’ corporate risk strategy. The article noted Law Society research 
findings that 66% of solicitors said they were worried about the stigma attached to reporting stress to their 
employer. 
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Elsewhere, Lexis Nexis noted Clifford Chance has launched an app to support staff with menopause or 
fertility issues after the Law Society urged the legal sector to be more open about such issues. 
  
The Guardian and the Gazette covered charities’ concerns about children and vulnerable adults receiving 
remote – rather than in person – legal advice when accused of serious crimes. I said: “What should happen 
and what safely can happen during the pandemic are not going to be the same.” 
  
The Daily Mail gave advice to a reader on an inheritance dispute and cites our find a solicitor website. 
 
Parliamentary 
 
Budget 2021 
 
On Wednesday, the Chancellor of the Exchequer delivered the budget in Parliament. The 3-point plan 
intends to support the economy through the end of the pandemic, to improve the public finances, and begin 
to build the future economy. 
  
The stamp duty land tax (SDLT) holiday has been extended until June, with a tapered transition through to 
September. This is a win for our recent campaign and reflects an option we recommended the government 
put in place to avoid disruption to the property market and consumers. The chancellor also announced a 
£425 million top-up for local authority discretionary grants to businesses affected by the pandemic. Ahead 
of the budget, we recommended that the government increase the money available through the scheme, 
as it has been a lifeline for many businesses. 
  
NSI Bill Committee Stage 
  
On Tuesday the National Security and Investment Bill had its first day of committee stage in the House of 
Lords. The Law Society had engaged with a number of peers ahead of the debate, drafting 11 
amendments which were tabled by members of the House of Lords, and we were mentioned eight times 
during the debate. 
 
Regulation 
 
LSB ongoing Competence Work 
  
The chair of the Education and Training Committee and staff met with the LSB to discuss their work into 
ongoing competence, the next steps and how the Law Society can continue to engage and input into this 
work, following the response to the call for evidence in 2020. 
  
The LSB have confirmed their work has reached no conclusions as yet but they are leaning towards 
developing a set of high level principles which regulators will need to demonstrate that their competence 
schemes meet. As a framework they will be looking at competency expectations, what these should be and 
mechanisms to check these are being met. Under this will also need to be measures to address any issues 
that arise with consideration given risk. The LSB are interested in a joined-up approach, not just CPD. The 
view is that there is a lot of focus on standards of entry to professions, but this same focus is not reflected 
in approaches to maintaining these standards and assuring them. 
  
The LSB will be engaging with stakeholders in mid-2021 to test out proposals, before a formal consultation 
at the end of the year. Further information is available here: 
https://legalservicesboard.org.uk/news/ongoing-competence-call-for-evidence 
  
Independent Human Rights Act Review 
 
The Law Society has submitted its response to the Independent Human Rights Act Review. In this 
submission, we argue that there is not convincing evidence pointing to the need to amend the Human 
Rights Act (HRA). The HRA is a subtle and carefully crafted legal instrument with great constitutional 
significance, containing mechanisms which work together to strike the right balance between the judiciary, 
executive and Parliament, and between the national legal order and the European Court of Human Rights 
(ECtHR). This framework is effective not only in upholding our constitutional balance of powers, but also in 
protecting the rule of law and ensuring access to justice without delay in the domestic courts. Significant 
amendment risks disrupting the overall balance that has been struck and undermining access to justice 
and the rule of law. 
  
Our response was produced in collaboration with our expert Human Rights Committee as well as 
benefiting from consultation with other leading human rights practitioners from across the solicitors’ 
profession. Read our full response here: https://www.lawsociety.org.uk/en/topics/human-
rights/independent-human-rights-act-review 
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Diversity & Inclusion 
 
Our Diversity Access Scheme is now open 
  
Applications for our Diversity Access Scheme are open. It’s a scholarship with a difference offering 
awardees funding for the LPC, real work experience placements and professional mentoring. Submit your 
application and check the eligibility criteria. 
  
Submit your application 
  
LGBT History Month  
  
In case you missed any of our LGBT History Month content, we have compiled it all in one place. 
  
With help from our members and our LGBT+ Lawyers Division, we explored, discussed and celebrated 
history, intersectionality, achievements and perspectives and highlighted challenges still faced by the 
LGBT+ community. 
  
Take a look 
  
Apply for PAJE summer 2021 
  
The Pre-Application Judicial Education (PAJE) programme helps lawyers from under-represented groups 
who are interested in becoming a judge to feel more confident about applying and to prepare for the 
process. 
  
Applications for the summer 2021 programme are now open. 
  
Submit your application by 29 March for support and guidance on joining the judiciary. 
  
Find out more and submit your application 
  
Update from Brussels 
 
On Wednesday 3 March the Brussels Office organised the Law Society roundtable: the case for Lugano – 
an in-house perspective. Panellists were: Sarah Garvey, Allen & Overy; Peter Werner, ISDA; Julia Dodds, 
Fieldfisher; Nicholas Frey, Freshfields; Elizabeth Williams, Simmons & Simmons; Tom Price, Gowling 
WLG; Maura McIntosh, Herbert Smith Freehills; Edward Sparrow, Ashurst and Helena Raulus, head of 
Brussels office. The main discussion covered the impact of the withdrawal agreement and end of transition 
period for commercial judgments. 
  
 

 
 

Kind regards, 
  
David Greene  
President 
The Law Society, 113 Chancery Lane, 
London. WC2A 1P 
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